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Pp R E F A C E. 


HE Reader is deſired to conſider 
the following Pieces, not as formal 
Diſcuſſions of their reſpeCtive Subjects, 
but as mere Eſſays, or general Hints, 
tlirown out in a curſory Way, in order 
to awaken the Attention of the ſincere 
Lovers of Truth, and lead them to a 
more liberal and diligent Inquiry after 
itz as, not yet, through enthuſiaſtic 
Ignorance and Obſtinacy on the one 
Hand, and the Pride of falſe Reaſonings 
on the other, ſo fully diſcovered as many 
ſeem to think it is; nor, indeed, ever 
will be, till ſcholaſtic Syſtems of 'Theo- 
| logy, and ſceptical Philoſophy, are made 
to give Way to the Declarations of 
iF e underſtood in their ow na- 
ive Simplicity. 

The Author of theſe Eſſays is no Slave 
Y human Creeds 3 3 and, therefore, with 
| only 


only Common Senſe and the Bible for his 
Guide, and conſtant Prayer to the Father 
of Lights for his gracious Aſſiſtance, has 
ſincerely endeavoured to purſue his In- 
quiries with a Mind totally unbiaſſed, 
and with an earneſt Deſire of diſcovering, 
at leaſt ſome of, thoſe original Traths, 
which have been almoſt loſt amongſt 
the Rubbiſh of popular Prejudices. 
We ſhould not, indeed, give up our 
pre-conceived Opinions lightly, nor 
without great Caution, carefully guard- 
ing againſt the deluſive Influence of 
Novelty, and a ſplendid Shew of Argu- 
ment; but this may be done, without 
obſtinately perſiſting in thoſe Opinions, 
in an idle contemptuous Neglect of fair 
Inveſtigation, or wilfully ſhutting our 


Eyes againſt the Light of convincing 


Evidence. 

There has been a great deal ſaid by 
Divines both orthodox and heterodox, 
about natural Religion, as diſtinguiſhed 

from revealed, which appears to be en- 

tirely owing to the Force of Education, 
and the Want of an unprejudiced Exami- 
nation 


PREFACE ii 
nation of the Subject. This Matter will 


be more particularly conſidered in the 


third Eſſay ; what is intended in the firſt, 
is to lay the Foundation of the whole, by 
ſhewing, that the Idea of a Gov, the one 


only Maker and ſovereign Loxp of the 


Univerſe, is not the natural Suggeſtion 
of the human Mind, left to itſelf, and 
to the Contemplation of the Works of 
Gov; but the Effect of ſupernatural Re- 


velation, or Inſtruction from Gop him- 


ſelf :—And in the ſecond to ſhew, that 
the Moſaic Account of the Creation is Mat- 
ter of ſuch Revelation, and not a mere 
Jewiſh Fable, as ſome vain Pretenders 
to ſuperior Wiſdom would make us be- 
lieve, but perfectly rational, and every 


Way conſiſtent with all the leading Prin- 


ciples of the beſt Syſtems of Philoſophy, 
ſuch as are founded upon the moſt accu- 
rate Obſervations on the Phznomena of 
Nature, particularly with that of the im- 
mortal Newron. 

The Author hopes that what he has Laid 
about the Neceſſity of ſupernatural Revela- 
tion and the Inſufficiency of human Reaſon, 


in Religion, will not be underſtood as 


intended 
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intended to depreciate that diſtinguiſh- 
ing Excellency of our Nature, or to ſet 
aſide the proper Uſe of it in a Buſineſs 
ſo intereſting as Religion, and give our- 
ſelves up to the blind Impulſes of Super- 
{tition, or the Abſurdities of an enthu- 
ſiaſtic Imagination. Reaſon is an ineſti- 
mable Gift of God, intended to anſwer 

ſome of the moſt important Purpoſes of 
our Exiſtence.—lt is in the ſober Exer- 
ciſe of this noble Faculty, that we are 
called upon to judge, even of divine Re- 
velation itfelf, and diſtinguiſh it from 
Impoſture: To this, therefore, as con- 

| nected with the moral Senſe, our Lorp 

himſelf, and his Apoſtles often appeal, 

with the fulleſt Confidence of its Deci- 
ſions in favour of their Doctrine. But 
{till we ſhould remember, our Reaſon at 
beſt, is but the Reaſon of finite Crea- 
tures, and, therefore, cannot compre- 
hend Infinity ;—of fallen Creatures, and 
therefore, liable to many and great Miſ- 
takes, and on theſe Accounts ſhould be 
ever uſed with all poſſible Caution and 
Ve: ModeRy a. while we thankfully embrace 
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the Licht that divine Revelation af- 
fords us. 


We are told i in the Word of Truth, 
that, the Spirit of a Man is the Candle of 
the Lord, * but as a Candle can anſwer 
none of the Purpoſes it is intended for 
without Light, ſo this intellectual Power 
or Capacity in Man can be of no ꝙectual 
Uſe in Religion, without that divine 


Illumination which the Father of Lights. 


communicates through his Son, the Light 
that lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World ; the grand Medium of all the 
Manifeſtations of the divine Favour to 


us.— The firſt kindling Spark of this 


Light is the Idea of Gop ; which is en- 


creaſed in its Extent and Vigour, by a due 
Attention to the Works of God, but more 


eſpecially by the ſerious Study of his 
Ho WorD, where he gives us the Light 
of the Knowledge of himſelf, and his Glory, 
in the Face of Jssus CuntsT; a Light 


which will, at laſt, diſpel all Darkneſs 


from the Minds of thoſe who cordially 


Prov. Xx. 27. 


receive 
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receive it, and will ſhine for ever in the 
World above with unclouded Luſtre. 
But in Proportion as the falſe Pride 
which lurks in the Heart of fallen Man, 
gains the Aſcendency, this heavenly 


Light is extinguiſned in him, and, as 


our Loxp expreſſes it, he walks in Dark- 


neſs, and knoweth not whether he goeth ; or, 


which is much the ſame Thing, walks 


in the . of the Sparks of his own kind- 
ling ; * which naturally tend to lead him 


down to the Shades of outer "Danknels | 


| and Ruin. 


® John xii. 35. Iſa, L. 11. 
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"HEN we ſeriouſly contemplate the 
Heavens and the Earth, with their 


amazing Furniture, we are naturally led 

| to aſk — © How came all theſe things 
| into Exiſtence?” And to conclude, that 
either they always exiſted, or came into 

| Exiſtence by Chance, or were produced 


by ſome Cauſe. A few have embraced 
the firſt, others the ſecond of theſe Con- 
cluſfions, notwithſtanding: their extreme 
Abſurdity; but the Generality of Man- 
kind, with the higheſt Reaſon, have em- 
braced the laſt: That is, they believe, 
938 "Es 


2 ON THE ORIGIN OF 
that there is Onz ONLY 88LF-EX13TENT 
Bernc, poſſeſſed of infinite Wiſdom, 
Power, Govdnefs, &c.—The firſt Cauſe 
of all other Exiſtencies ; ; and whom they 
call Gop. 

But here the inquiſitive Mind will be 
ready further to aſk—* How came I by 
the Idea of ſuch a Gop ?” To which the 
only true Anſwer would be “ J receiv- 

ed it at firſt from thoſe who had the 
«© Care of my earlieſt Inſtruction ; tho', 
« after I came to Years of Diſcernment, 
& and the proper Exerciſe of my Rea- 
6“ ſon, I ſaw clearly, that ſuch a Being 
&© mult neceſſarily exiſt 3 becauſe I could 
© not otherwiſe rationally account for 
% my own Exiſtence, Powers, and Feel- 


&« ings, nor for Thoſe of any other Beings : 


© in the Univerſe; nor for the various 
& Connections and Dependencies ob- 
& ſervable amongſt them; — The many 
e wiſe and important Ends they are adapt- 
« ed to anſwer, and the Regularity and 
* Certainty with which we perceive they 
& do actually anſwer them, continually.” 
Thus then we believe the Exiſtence of 
a2 GO, 
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THE IDEA OF GOD. 3 


a Go, not from the Teſtimony or Sug- 


geſtions of others, only, but alſo from the 
moſt rational Convictions of our own 
Minds. But unleſs the Idea of ſuch a 
Being had been firſt ſuggeſted, I do not 
ſee how we could have reaſoned ourſelves 


into the Behef of it; and therefore eſteem 


it a Mercy of the firſt Conſequence, that 


we are not left to ſo difficult, I may ſay 


impoſſible a Taſk. For though our own 
Reaſon tells us that as ſomething does 
exiſt, ſomething muſt always have ex- 
iſted ; yet this is all. Of what Nature 
this ſomething is, or whether of ſeveral 


| Natures, or of one Nature only, our Rea- 
ſon, left to itſelf, could not poſſibly in- 


form us with any ſatisfa&tory Degree of 
Certainty ; eſpecially 1 in its preſent debi- 


litated State. 


Such an inquiſitive Mind would be alſo 


_ diſpoſed to aſk farther ; © How do I know 


that this Being called Gop, was the 
&« Cauſe of all other Beings ?”— The true 
Anſwer here alſo muſt be — © I was 
«taught to think ſo from my very Child- 
8 hood; and as ſoon as I was capable of 
A 2 * examining 
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c examining the Subject, found the Sen- 


ce timent abundantly confirmed from the 
% Conſideration of the acknowledged 
4 Perfections of Gop; from the Nature 
ec and Properties of e Beings, and 
* from many other Particulars.” | 
That they who have already the Idea of 


an infinitely perfect and Almighty firſt 


Cauſe, ſhould be able to apply the Obſer- 
vations they make on the Works of Goo, 
to the Purpoſes of confirming themſelves 


in the Idea, of confounding the Atheiſts, 


and of convincing thoſe who have any 
Doubt of the Truth, is readily allowed: 

But the Queſtion is, whether this could 
be the Caſe without this Idea being firſt 


ſuggeſted to the Mind?* Or whether a 


* Fpicurus himſelf, tho? reckoned amongſt the Athe- 
iſtical Philoſophers, allows, that there were Gods, and 


that they were to be reverenced for their divine Excel- 
lencies. Tlgwlov Her, Tov beo C aPMagior x Hα, 


eie v0. i e. Firſt reckoning that there is a God, 
2 living, incorruptible, and bleſſed Being — Again, 
Ottos per ag 03-0185 de auls; os moor veurCBo' 
vd £604, 1. e. for there are Gods though not ſuch as 
the Walen call ſo, But he repreſents them as taking 


Man, 


* 
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Man, who had never heard of ſuch a Gov, 
and how the World came into Exiſtence, 
could convince himſelf of thoſe Things by 
the Power of his own Reaſon only; and 

conſequently, whether we are not indebt= 
ed to divine Revelation, and the Light 
that Way received, for our juſt Notions 


of a Deity, The Maker and Lord of the 
the Univerſe? © . 


1 grant that a ſenſible Man micht rea- 
ſon in this Manner,“ I exiſt, therefore 
© ſomething IONS . muſt 


their Eaſe, wither any Concern about making or go- 
verning the World. See Dog. Laer. I. x. Vit. Epecuri. 
Other Philoſophers, indeed, believed a God, and his 
Providence, but they generally ſpeak of Deity in the 
plural Number. So Cicero: © Sunt autem alii Phi- 
loſophi, & hi quidem magni, atque nobiles, qui Deorum 
mente, atqui ratione omnem Mundum adminiftrari, 
et regi cenſeant. Cic. de Nat. Deor. Lib. i. Sect. 2. 
and 4. See alſo Stanley's Lives of the Philoſophers, 
p- 572. — all which ſhew, how miſerably dark the 
Light of Nature is in this Caſe without the Light of 
Revelation, and even with it if not attended to; for we 
| ſee that it was as natural for even theſe wiſer Hea- 
thens to believe many Gods as to believe one, and 
Indeed, more lo, 


e 8 i have 
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_ © haveeternallyexiſted; becauſe, if there 
c was a Time, when no Being exiſted, 


© nothing could have exiſted at any 


„ Time; Nonentity could not be the Cauſe 
of Being. — Again, what belongs eſſen- 


cc _tially to any Being, muſt come under 
ic the ſame Predicament, muſt either 


have a Beginning or be eternal; and as 
I perceive Knowledge and vital Power 


* belonging even to my own Exiſtence, 
«I conclude, that Knowledge and vital 


Power muſt be eternal, i. e. There 
e muſt be ſome Being poſſeſſed of Know- 


ledge and vital Power from all Eter- 


* nity. Iperceive, indeed, Extenſion and 


* Figure to be eſſential to mere Body, or 
of © MT) ; but it does not follow that 

* mere Body, or its Properties of Exten- 
c ſion and Figure, were eternal; becauſe 
cc an eternal Being poſſeſſed of Know- 
© ledge and vital Power, might produce 
© Matter and thoſe eſſential Properties of 
© it; though it is impoſſible that mere 
Matter, or its Properties, ſhould pro- 
* duce Knowledge and vital Power; for, 

* whatever Power produces any Thing 

©. elle, 
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THE IDEA OF GOD. 4 
© elſe, muſt be vital in itſelf in ſome De- 
gree or other; I mean if it be the rt 
© Cauſe, and not a mere Inſtrument ; 
and muſt poſſeſs that Vitality naturally, 
« eſſentially eternally : mere Body does 
< not poſſeſs ſuch Vitality: it is capable 
« of being endued with Life, but cannot 
ce originally and underivedly poſſeſs it: 
© there muſt, therefore be /ome Being 
te that does, this Being is Gop. Gor, 
se then, muſt be immaterial, a pure, vital, 
“ ſelf-exiſting, eternal Spirit.“ I ſay, a 
ſenſible Man might argue in this Manner; 
but we ſhould remember, that all ſuch 
Reaſoners are, more or leſs, poſſeſſed of 
the Light of ſpecial divine Revelation (at 
leaſt the traditional) and reaſon ſo much 
the more clearly, as they enjoy more of 
that Light. Many Chriſtian Authors 
have reaſoned excellently on their De- 
monſtrations of the Exiſtence of a Gop/ 
Kc. but could they have done ſo, had 
they not been favoured with this ſuper- 
natural Light ? No : For all the main and 
leading Principles in thoſe Reaſonings 
are derived from that Light; and depend 
9 9 much 
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much more upon it, than they themſelves 
| were aware of. A Man that ſets out in 
- this Buſineſs with this Advantage may 
| ſucceed ; but left entirely without it, he 
would find amazing Darkneſs in his 
Way. The Extent of even created Na- 
ture, though not abſolutely infinite, is 
ſo to our Underſtandings.—We are ſoon 
loſt in the vaſt Ocean of Being, and the 
various Powers and Properties of created 
Exiſtencies, their Dependencies, Connec- 
tions, Operations, &c. To traverſe this 
immenſe Ocean in Search of any, even 
the firſt and moſt fundamental Principles 
of religious Truth, and which are the 
moſt obvious, with no better Guide than 
merely human Reaſon, in its preſent 
fallen and depraved State, muſt be a bold 
and daring Attempt indeed]! Such, how- 
ever, as no Man (ſo far as we know) 
ever yet made. 5 
L readily grant, that our N 3 
judge of the Ideas and Doctrines pre- 
ſented to it, whether true or falſe; muſt 
judge of any propoſed Revelation itſelf, 
whether it be from Go or not; and for 
| this 
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this Purpoſe Gov has given us ſufficient 


| Light and Power, if properly uſed. - 
Cnxis'r and his Apoſtles always appealed 


to the common Senſe and Reaſon, the 


moral Light and Feelings, of Mankind, 
for the 'Truth of what they taught; but 


it is one Thing to judge of any Notion or 
Doctrine propoſed, and another to di/- 
cover or find out ſuch Notion or Doc- 
trine. The Idea of a firſt intelligent and 
vital Cauſe and Governor of all Things, 


when ſuggeſted or taught, -our Reaſon, | 


if not groſsly perverted, will naturally 
admit; and upon the Ground of this 
Principle, and its Concommitants, will 


judge of the Truth and Divinity of any 
religious Syſtem propoſed to it: — But 


even the ableſt Reaſoner left to inveſti- 


gate the Nature of Things, eſpecially 


the deep Things of Gop and Religion, 


bY the dim Light of mere Nature, would 


| ſoon find himſelf bewildered and loft in 
miſerable Darkneſs. This is notoriouſly 
evident from the Reaſonings of the Phi- 

loſophers of old, 2 thoſe of the 


1 atheiſtical Tribe. 


The 


* ” 
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The Philoſophers generally agreed that 


from nothing, nothing could be pro- 


duced. They perceived ſomething did 
exiſt, and therefore concluded, very 


juſtly, that ſomething always exiſted: But 
the Queſtion was, what ſo exiſted? As 


they perceived both Body and Mind ex- 


iſted, they concluded that one or both 


exiſted eternally. Here they were puz- 
zled. The atheiſtical School held Mind 


was Matter, or, however, had no Con- 
cern in producing Matter, or in forming 
its various Appearances; but that Matter 
Was eternal, and formed itſelf, or was 


ſelf-exiſtent. And yet theſe Philoſo- 


phers reaſoned, at leaſt they —_ | 
they did, 


And, indeed, wack might be urged 
from various Topics againſt the Validity 
of the more plauſible Reaſoning above 


| ſpecified, and with Appearance of Truth; 
ſo that were it not that the divine Being 


himſelf had mercifully interpoſed, and 


dinary Aſſiſtance in this Caſe from ſuper- 


natural Revelation. Ihe. Idea of ons 
ED exiſtent g 
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exiſtent eternal Intelligence called Goo, 
the Creator and Lord of all Things, would 
be at beſt very wavering, dark, and un- 
certain; and be expoſed to many more 
powerful Attacks from our ſceptical Wits, 
than have ever yet been made upon it. ® 
Beſides it ſhould be remembered, as be- 
fore hinted, that the Reaſonings in this 
Caſe, amongſt us, are the Reaſonings of 

thoſe who have the Idea of ſuch a Being 
already in their Minds. But how a Per- 
fon, who never had any ſuch Idea at 
all, would reaſon, cannot from hence, t 


This appears with the fulleſt Evidence from Cicers 
de naturd deorum; and indeed, from the whole Syſtem. 
of Polytheiſm, which was the Syſtem univerſally em- 
braced by Mankind, where the Light of divine Revela- 
tion was forſaken for the Light of mere natural Reaſon, 
| + There is a Book entitled, The Improvement of Ha- | 
man Reaſon, exhibited in the Life of Hai Enn Yor- 
DAN; written in Arabic 560 Years ago, by IA A FAR 

E RN TorHaAil ; tranſlated from the Original by 81i- 
MEON OAKkLY, M. A. Vicar of Swaveſey in Cam- 
bridgeſhire. London printed 1708. This Tranſlation, 

tent me by a learned Friend, I read ; and obſerved a 
_ great deal of Ingenuity and Enthuſiaſm in this Maho- 
medan Philoſopher: But he takes too much for grant- 


o, 
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or, indeed, from any other Medium, 
within our Reach, be concluded. What- 


ever the Powers of the human Mind, 


— 


in that improved State in which we now 


find them may be capable of doing to- 
wards demonſtrating the Being and Per- 


fections of God, from the due Conſidera- 
tion of his Works, yet ſtill we muſt 


acknowledge that the firſt Idea of this 


GREAT BEING was never (lo far as we 


know) in any one Inſtance, this Way de- 
rived, but impreſſed on our Minds by re- 


peated Inſtruction long before we were 
capable of ſuch Reaſoning. They who 


argue ſo ſtrenuouſſy how eaſy it is for 


natural Reaſon, unaſſiſted by divine Re- 


velation, to diſcover a firſt Cauſe of 
that peculiar Nature we call Gov, forget 


that they had the Idea of this Cauſe long 
before they began to reaſon about it. 
The Queſtions therefore, are, how would 


ed to prove his Point; which is to ſhew that Man, 
by the Light of his own Reaſon alone, may arrive at 
the true Knowledge of Gop, c. Mr. Oakley has, 


therefore, added a very ſenſible Ari i in Con- 


futation of this a 
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the Man reaſon upon this Subject, who 


never had any ſuch previous Idea at all ? 


And where is ſuch a Reaſoner to be 


found? Till theſe Queſtions are an- 
ſwered, all Arguing againſt the Truth I 


am pleading for in favour of the com- 


mon Opinion, appears to be mere So- 
phiſm. Any one who is convinced that 
there is a Gop, the firſt Cauſe of all Be- 
ings, may poſſibly convince another of 
the ſame Truth, by proper Reaſonings 
upon the Subject; but I cannot ſee how 
he could convince himſelf, without ſome 
farther Aſſiſtance than what mere N ature 
affords. 
The few, indeed, who are fond of the 
Doctrine of innate Ideas, will inſiſt upon 


it that the Idea of a Gov is of this Sort, 


and, conſequently, that all Men are born 


with it as a Seed ſown in the Soul, and 


brought to Maturity by the Exerciſe 
of Reaſon on the Works of Gov. 


But this is a Doctrine ſo contrary to all 
Experience, and ſo fully confuted by 


Lock, Hartley, and many others, that I 
woes not inſiſt upon the Matter here. 
But 


"2 | 
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But even ſuppoſing the Idea of Gob in- 
nate, ora Kind of ſeminal Principle in the 
Soul of Man, it does not neceſſarily follow 
that it is kindled up, as I may fay, into ac- + 
tual Life, merely by a contemplative View 
of the Works of Gov, and the Exerciſe 
of our Reaſon upon them; it may be done 
by Inſtruction long before we have any 
Capacity for rationally noticing theſe 
Works; however, whether this Idea be 
innate or not, the Fact really is, We re- 
ceive our firſt Acquaintance with it by 
the Medium of Inſtruction from others, 
and they from their Predeceſſors, and fo 
back to the firſt Man, who was taught it 
by the REAT FATRHER of all. | . 
The human Mind is, indeed, ſo con- 
ſtituted, and endued with ſuch Capaci- 
ties and Powers, as to be diſpoſed to re- 
ceive Notions or Ideas of Things almoſt 
inſtantaneouſly, or upon the firſt Repre- 
ſentation of them, without any percep- 
tible Deliberation, or Reaſoning about 
them. Hence, therefore, the Idea of 
one living and true Gov, or firſt Cauſe, 
when ſuggeſted, is admitted at once, as 


carrying | 
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carrying its own Evidence with it, or as 
ſomething connatural to our moral Senſe, 
which is diſpoſed to receive it, as the 
warm Wax to receive the Impreſſion of 
the Seal: But, for all this, I cannot con- 
ceive how any Thing like a % Idea of 
ſuch a Being can be excited in it, or im- 
_ preſſed upon it, by merely viewing his 
Works, without any Kind of Inſtruction 
or Hint firſt given of his Exiſtence ; be- 
cauſe, he himſelf ſtill lies concealed be- 
hind them, and every Way inviſible; 
but when once the Idea is ſuggeſted, the 


unprejudiced Mind readily, and almoſt 


involuntarily admits it; and once ad- 
mitted, a proper View of the Works of 
| Gov, and the Exerciſe of our reaſoning 
Powers upon them will, under the di- 
vine Influence and Bleſſing, greatly 
ſtrengthen it, and render it ſtill more 
and more conſiſtent, clear, rational, 
lively, in Proportion to the Attention to 
the almoſt infinitely abundant Evidence 
that pours in upon us on every Hand 

continually.— But, that any Man, left en- 

tirely to the Light of Nature, ſhould at- 
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| without any juſt Reaſoning at all. 
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tain to any clear and conſiſtent Idea of 


the great CREATOR AND LokD of the Uni- 


- verſe, or, indeed, any Idea at all, does 
not appear to me even poſhble. No In- 
| ſtance, however, can be given of any ſuch 
Atchievement, or that can ſupport the 


Notion of the Poſſibility of it. 80 far 
from it, that, on the contrary, we find 


many of the greateſt Pretenders to Rea- 


ſon, and who are really poſſeſſed of ſnin- 


ing natural Abilities, reaſoning them- 


ſelves out of this Idea, at leaſt out of all 
Belief of the Exiſtence of any ſuch Be- 


ing; and this, notwithſtanding their hav- 


ing been once early and deeply impreſſed 
with it, and the Impreſſion ſupported by 
the ſtrongeſt Prejudices of Education, 


the Evidence ariſing from the Works of 


Creation, and the additional Light of 
external Revelation, for, Years together. 
And, indeed, amongſt thoſe who do be- 
Heve the Exiſtence of a DerTtry, where 


there is one that entertains this Belief 


from a rational View of the many juſt 
Grounds for it in Nature, there are Thou- 
ſands who do it merely by Rote, and 


I 
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It may alſo be farther obſerved, that if 
the Idea of ſuch a Being as we call Gop, 
were innate or. what ſprung up ente, 


it mg be impoſſible eyer ta loſe: 
| while the Powers of Intellect Ap 
And yet we haye abundant Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that there are Numbers 'of Peo- 
ple, in the remote Parts of the Earth, 
who hape Joſt it entirely“. It cannot, 
Fo _ therefore, be a natural Notion for, 
though what is derived from Inflruftion 
may. be loſt, yet what 1s properly natural 


. cannot be ſo, While the Nature to which 
3 it ae aer ir Wai * 
\ | : 
3 e f \ Travellers and Uiftorians of be beſt Credit fare a 
N us, that there are whole Nations in ſome Parts of the 


World, that have not the leaſt Trace o of any Idea of. 
 aGop, or Object of Worſhip ; or even fo much as 
any Name for ſuch a Being, and yet poſleſs the Pow. 
ers of natural Reaſon to a very high Degree, How : 


F could this be the Caſe, if the Idea was innate, or : 
, attainable by viewing and reafoning upon the 
£ Works of Gop? See MaxsDzn's Hiſtory of Sus | 
1 | 7-4 ze. Coop's Voyages. Dr. RorgRx 


50N's Hiftory of America, Vol. ii. p. 192. 195. 486. 


t e 1 ſerves, 


_ 
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ſerves, that the Fool ſays in his Heart 


| there is no God ; Bit could even a Foo! 


ſay this in his Heart, if the Idea of the 


_ Exiſtence of a Gov had been the natu- 


ral Dictate of it, and fixed in it as a Part 


of his Conſtitution? No: no more than 


he could have ſaid there was no Sun, or 


that himſelf did not exiſt, think, &c. 


1 readily allow that the Idea of a Gop 
is connatural to Man; that is, is perfectly 


conſonant to his natural Powers, his 


Reaſon and moral Feelings. It is this 
Circumſtance in his Conſtitution that 


renders him capable of Religion and the 


moral Government of Gop; but the 
Queſtion ſtill is, does this Idea ariſe 


from the mere Light of Nature, and 
| Reaſoning upon the Works of Gov, or 


from InſtruCtion ? From what has been 
already ſaid, we may juſtly conclude 
from the latter; and becauſe we ſee, that 


a Senſe of Religion and Morals, which 


is inſeparable from that Idea, takes Place 


and operates in the human Mind, long 


before it is capable of reaſoning. itſelf 
into it. 
| | Beſides, 
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Beſides, if Men could, by the mere . 


Contemplation of Nature, and the Exer- 
ciſe of their Reaſon- upon it, - diſcover 


that there was a God, and attain"to any 
juſt Idea of: his Perfections, is it not to 


the laſt Degree aſtoniſhing, « that, a- 
mongſt ſo many aceute Reaſoners as have 
appeared in the more civilized and learn- 


ed Parts of the Heathen World, a clear 
and juſt Notion of the Nature and Per- 
fections of Dz1TY ſhould be ſo generally 
loſt, and not one of them found able to 


recover it? They pretended to own a 
Deirr; but how diverſe their Opinions 
about Him; or rather them, for they all 
held a Plurality of Gods ? In Egypt they 


worſhiped one Sort, in Perſa another, in 
Greece another, &c. Could this have 
been the Caſe were their Notions of 
\Durty , juſt, and dictated by Nature? 
And does not the Apoſtle draw his Ar- 
gument for the abſolute Neceſhty of a 
Divine Revelation from this very Cir- 
cumſtance where he ſays, * For after 
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e that in [the very Midft of Evidences of ] 
“the Wiſdom of Gov, the World by 


% Wiſdom knew not Gov, it pleaſed Goo 


c by [what the World calls] the Fooliſh- 


© neſs of Preaching to ſave them that 
believe.“ The World in general had 
the Works of Gop always before them, 


poſſeſſed the Powers of Reaſon, and en- 
joyed ſome Aſſiſtance from the Remains 
of the Light of the original Revelation ; 


but, with all theſe Means of Wiſdom, 
they knew not Gov, had no conſiſtent 


| Notions of his Nature and Perfe&ions, 
knew not who or what He was.— 


Gov, therefore, out of his infinite Bene- 
volence and Compaſſion, favoured them 


with a new and far more clear and : 
ſtriking Diſcovery of himſelf, in Jesvs 


CuarrsT his Son, as the more effectual 
Way of recovering them to juſt Appre- 
henſions of His adorable Nature and 


Character, and of engaging their more 
ſerious Attention to their Relation to 


Him, and Dependence upon Him, as 
the Author of their Being, the Judge of 
their Conduct, and the Source of their 


Even 
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et any Thing like a rational Religion. 
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Even at Athens, a City ſo univerſally 
celebrated, as the very Seat of Wiſdom, 


there was an Altar inſcribed To Tux Un. 


xnown GOD“. It was not for Want of 
Philoſophers, and ſubtle Reafoners, nor 
of the Diſplay of the Wiſdom and Pow- 


er of God in his Works; nor even of 
ſome Remains of the original Revelation, 


that the only Living and true Gop, was 
thus confeſſedly unknown to them: Nor 


vas the Light of Nature, which they ſtill 


enjoyed, ſufficient to enable them to re- 


cover the Idea of this Gop which had been 
ſo long and ſo miſerably loſt amongſt 


them ;—They ſtood in Need of farther 


| InftruQtion :—Him, therefore, ſays the 
| Apoſtle, I declare unto you. How impro- 


bable then is it that Mankind ſhould at- 


* AQ, xvii. 23. Heathen Writers mention this In- 
ſcription, Lucian, Philoftratus and Pauſanias. Dr. 


Doddridge in his Family Expoſitor ſupports this 


Obſervation with good Authorities, and ſays, That A- 


| thens, though the moſt famous City in the World for 


Learning, was the moſt ſuperſtitious, and ignorant 


tam 


* 
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tain the Idea of Gop at firſt by the mere 
Light of Nature ? 
It cannot, indeed, be denied; that the 


| wiſer Heathens had a general Notion of 
ſome s8verEME BziNG, and that He was 


the Maker and Lord of all; but their 
Notions were very faint, ' obſcure, and 


Full of Confuſion, even at the beſt. * 
Their Jupiter, though ſtiled the Father 


of Gods and Men, was, by their own Ac- 


count of him, a very different Kind of 


Being from the true Gop; and with him 
they admitted a Number of other Dei- 
ties, ſuch as they were, to whom they 
paid divine enen en which ww 


op Quid er enim 1 eſſe tam 3 tamque perſ.. 
picuum, cum Celum ſuſpeximus celeſtiaque | contem- 
plati ſumus, quam eſſe aliquod Numen, prefantifi 


me Mentis, quo hc regantur ? Quod ni ita eſſe, qui 
potuiſſet aſſenſu omnium dicere Ennius? » 7 . 


* Auſpice hoc ſublime candens, quem invocant omnes Joiem 


Patrem doumque Hominumgue. ' | 


Et preſentem ac prxpotentem Deum. Quod qui du- 


bitet, haud ſane intelligo cur non idem ſol ſit, an 
nullus ſit, dubitare poſſit. 


Cicer, 40 Nat. Deor, lib, ii. ſec. 2d. ? 
the 
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the amazing Weakneſs of mere na- 


tural Light, in this important Buſineſs. 
But admitting the moſt that can be 
be ſaid in favour of theſe Men of Na- 
ture, I ſtill aſk, how came they by even 


their obſcure Notions of a ſupreme Gop? 


Was it born with them, ſo as to grow up 
in the Mind naturally? Was it acquir- 
ed by the Exerciſe of their rational 
Powers on the Works of Gop ? or, ra- 
ther, did they not receive it by Inſtruc- _ 
tion? We have certainly moſt - Reaſon 
to conclude the latter, and that what 


Tight Knowledge they had of Gop, was, 
_ atleaſt as to its firſt Principles, through 
this Medium. 


Cicero, in the Beginning of his Book 
of the Nature of the Gods, tells us that he 


is undertaking to diſcuſs “ a very diffi- 
cult and obſcure Queſtion, about which 


ce the moſt Learned entertained very dif- 
« ferent Opinions.—The greateſt Num- 
© ber of them ſay there are Gods Pro- 


* tagoras is doubtful.-Diagoras Melius 


* and Theodorus Cyrenaicus think there 
* are none at all. And amongſt thoſe 
* who 


* 


5 
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* who fay that there are Gods, their 
cc Sentiments are ſo various and diſſen- 


905 tient, chat it would be no eaſy Matter 
© to give an Account of them.“ And 


whoever reads that Treatiſe, will be fully 


convinced that even the wiſeſt and moſt 


learned of Mankind at that Time, en- 


tertaified very crude and uncertain No- 
tions of Goburap. It i IS, indeed, re- 


markable and of great Importance to ob- 


ſerve, that Men of the greateſt natural 


Abilities, and Improvements i in Science 
among ſt the Greeks and Romant, were 

moſt deplorably. Ignorant of the Nature 
and Perfections of the Drirv, and of 
the Worſhip due to Him, even though 
they, i in ſome Degree, enjoyed, or might 


* per difficilit—et perobſeura wth eſt de Natu- 
12 Deorum-de 9 qua tam variz ſunt Doctiſſimorum : 


ominum, tamque diſerepantes ſententiæ — plerique 


Deos eſſe dixerunt; dubitate'fe 'Protagoras : nullos 
eſſe omnino Diagoras' Melius, & Theodotus Cyrenai- 
eus putayerunt. Qui vero Deos eſſe dixerunt, tanta 

ſunt in varietate, ac Diſſentione, ut eorum moleſtum 
it dinumerare On. De Nat. Deor, lib. i. ch. i. 
beg. ad, 


have 
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have enjoyed, the ſuperior Light of di- 
vine Revelation as it appeared in the 
Fragments of ancient Tradition, and the 
Books of the Old Teſtament, tranſlated 
into Greek: But neglecting this gracious 
and heavenly- Light, to follow the Dic- 
tates of their own depraved Reaſon, they 
were juſtly given up to the Darkneſs 
they had choſen.—But while theſe wiſe 
Men thus awfully betrayed their own * 
Foolifhneſs, the Hebrews, a People eſteem- 
ed, (perhaps juſtly,) the moſt illiterate 
and ſtupid amongſt Mankind in that Day, 
entertained exceedingly juſt and ſub- 
lime Sentiments upon this intereſting 
Subject; new Gop, and glorified Him as 
God; and wrote and ſpoke of Him in a 
Stile the moſt dignified and worthy of 

His adorable Perfections:— All which 
ſeem to ſuggeſt to us, that religious 
Knowledge is derived from a Source ve- 
ry different from that of natural Science, 
or, at leaſt, through very different Me- 
diums. The Science of Nature, though 
vaſt and deep, lies more open to the 
human Mind, and comes more within 
| the 
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the Reach of its Powers, than that of 
| Religion, the leading Subject of which is 
the Gop of Nature. Men may arrive at 
ſome diſtinguiſhing Degree of Know- 
ledge in the former by the mere Light 
of Reaſon, and the Force of natural 
Genius, but the moſt maſterly Genius, 
ſupported by the ſtrongeſt Powers of 
Reaſon is loſt in the Immenſity of DRI 
and the Splendours of His divine Perfec- 
tions, and knows not where to fix even 
a a firſt Conception with Certainty, with- 
out the Aid of divine Revelation. 
Suppoſe the firſt Man, as ſoon as he 
became a /iving Soul, to have been fa- 
voured with the free and full Exerciſe of 
his intellectual Powers; in this Caſe, he 
would doubtleſs have been ſtruck with 
the utmoſt Aſtoniſnment upon the firſt 


View of himſclf, and the Works of 


Gov about him; but, that he could, 
from any Principle of Nature within his 
Reach, have inveſtigated or found out 
the eternal ſupreme GoDH RAD; or have 
concluded, with Certainty, however he 
might gueſs at it, that there was Ons 
ONLY 
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ONLY LIVING AND TRUE God, poſſeſſed 
of infinite Wifdom, Power, &c. and 


that Hz was the. Creator, or firſt Cauſe of 
all the various Beings which he ſaw, 
muſt, if well conſidered, appear very 
improbable, to ſay the beſt. He would 
find himſelf, and other Beings, poſſeſſed 
of ſurpriſing Powers ; but how they came 
by their Exiſtence, and thoſe Powers 
which accompanied it, whether they 
had all one and the ſame Maker or firſt 


Cauſe, or ſeveral, what Principle was 


there in Nature to enable him —— 
to determine ? 

Some of the Theiſte, amongſt the an- 
tient Philoſophers, held, that there were 


two firſt Cauſes eternally exiſting, the 


one ative, the other paſſive.—Some held 
that the ſupreme Gov made other Gods, 
and that they made the World. Ovid 
confeſſes he knew not which of them it 


was that reduced the Chaos to Order.“ 


Sie ubi diſpoſitam, quiſquis fuit ille deorum, 
Congeriem fecuit, ſectamque in Membta redegit,”” 


| Fpicurus# and others, aſſerted the E- 


j £ * Met. lib. 1. + Diog. Vit. Epecuri. 
on ternity 


quis — — — or ere — 
Neb - 
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- ternity of Matter, and that all particular 


Exiſtencies were produced by a fortuitous 


Concourſe of Atoms. And even Chriſ- 


tian Divines ſpeak of 7hree Perſons as 
concerned in the Production of the Uni- 


verſe, whom they call Father, Son, and 


Spirit. Some of them, indeed, ſay, 


that theſe three are but one and the ſame 
Goph AD; others, that the Son and Spi- 


rit are inferior to the Father, and not 


truly and properly poſſeſſed of ſupreme 
Dir, but mere Inſtruments only in 


this great Work. Now, as this is the 


ad, how improbable is it, that the firſt 


Parent of Mankind, by the Light of Na- 


ture ONLY ſhould be able to determine 
the Point with Certainty i 5 


But ſuppoſing that with this Light 


ONLY, he ſhould, ſomehow, have diſco- 
nas that there muſt be foe firſt Cauſe, 
yet of what Nature that Cauſe was, or 
of what PerfeCtions poſſeſſed, he could 
ſcarcely have conceived with any De- 


gree of Clearneſs, and Certainty, while 
that Cauſe lay concealed among ſo great 
A Number of aſtoniſhing Beings around 


5 
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Him, and no particular Clue afforded | 


him to direct his Inquiries. 

Milton, led by the Force of ſimple 
Truth, againſt the Current of received 
Opinions, acknowledges all I have been 
ſaying; and very juſtly, as well as beau- 
tifully, repreſents our firſt Parent as en- 


tirely ignorant of even his own Original, 


as well as of that of the Beings he no- 


ticed, and therefore as inquiring of the 


celeſtial Mellenger : — 


« —cWith Deſire to know 
« «© (Which nearer er might concern him) how the World 
O Of Heaven and Earth conſpicuous, firſt began, 
% Whence and whereof created. 


— And relate | DER, 
« How firſt began this Heaven which we behold 
« Diſtant ſo high, with moving Fires adorn'd, 
* Innumerable — 


40 But who I was, or whery, or for what Cauſe, 
„Knew not.“ 

Here the Poet introduces the divine 
Being himſelf, declaring to Adam that 


Hr was the firſt Cauſe and Maker 


of all — 
— Whom | 


— wes rr 
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“ Whom thou ſought'ſt I am, 
« Said mildly, Author of all theſe Things oo ſeeſt, 
« Above, or round about thee, or beneath. * 


Now, if innocent Man, with all the 


Advantages of a more perfect Nature, 


ſtood in Need of divine Inſtruction in 
order to know God to be the ſole Cre- 


ator and firſt Cauſe of all Beings, much 


more fallen Man, who labours under the 


Diſadvantage of a clouded Intellect, and 
depraved Paſſions. Accordingly the A- 


poſtle tells us, That it is zhrough Faith 


ave underſiand the Worlds were formed by 
the, Mord of Gov, fo that the Things 


which are ſeen, were not made by the 


Things that do appear. F And if by Faith 

we underſtand this, then certainly by 
ſupernatural Revelation, or Inſtruction 

from Go, for that is properly the Ob- 

ject or Matter of 'Pruth.—The Apoſtle” 8 
Meaning i 18 plainly this, (viz.) 


That it is not by the Reſearches of 


40 mere natural Reaſon, but by believing 


ec the Record of God, ar ee he has 


* Pard, Loft. b. vii. v. 86. b. viii, v. 136. 


b. So 
e "7 revealed 
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c revealed to us in his holy Word, that 
„ we arrive at the Knowledge of the 
Origin of the Univerſe ; and, that one 
Kind of viſible Things did not create, 


« or give Exiſtence to the reſt 3 or any 
of them ariſe out of eternally pre-ex- 
“e iſting Matter, of their own accord, 
e or by any effective Power in Matter, 


© as the natural Reaſon of Man, left to 


cc 


itſelf, might ſuppoſe from what we 
almoſt daily perceive ; but that ov 
Livinc ALMIGHTY Gop, was the 
« Cauſe, Author, and Diſpoſer of the 


(C 


„ whole.” Thus the Apoſtle plainly 


ſhews that the Knowledge of the Origin 
of the World is learnt, not by the Light 
of Nature but by divine Revelation. 
The moſt antient Philoſophers held, 
that the World had a Beginning, and was 
not eternal; and that it was the Work of 


the great $UPREME BeinG called Gop; “ 


* 4 — 


55 * TALES, who is ſaid to be the firſt that took 
upon him the Title of Philoſopher, held, that the 


material Origin of Things was Water or Moiſture; 


but ſays —— TgeoCulaler Twy oil, Bog * ayernlov 
vag, Kanigey 0Tpuogs Toma yas Oe. i- © 
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yet they did not pretend to have diſco- 


vered theſe Truths by their own Rea- 
ſonings, however by that Means they 


might be confirmed in the Belief of 


them; but acknowledged that they re- 
ceived them by Tradition, or Inſtruc- 
tion handed down to them from the 
firſt Fathers of Mankind, as Matter of 


| fupernatural Revelation, or Leſſons „ 


taught by the Derry himſelf. “ 
Though as the Writings of Moſes 
exiſted in the Times of thoſe Philoſo- 
phers which are known to us; and as 
the Subſtance of thoſe Writings, was 


- then conſiderably ſpread abroad in the 


World, they might derive much Light 


Gow is the moſt ancient of Beings ; for he is unbe- 
gotten; the World is moſt beautiful, becauſe it is 
the Workmanſhip of Gop. Diog. Laert. Vit. Thales. 
See alſo Cicer. de Nat. Deorum. Lib. 1. ch. 10. 
and ch. 25. 
* There is good Reaſon to believe, that the firſt 
10 Principles of Philoſophy amongſt the Greeks, were 


« Notions conveyed to them by Tradition, rather 
e than Diſcoveries of their own, though they might 


_ * enlarge upon them.” Stillingfleet's Orig. Sac. 
from 
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ſrom the Peruſal of them, or Reports 
from them. : 
When ſome of thoſe Sages, ſuch as De- 
mocritas, Lucippus, and others, began to 
controvert this Point, and examine it by 
the mere Light of Reaſon, the Conſe- 
quence was, their embracing and en- 
deavouring to eſtabliſh a Syſtem en- 
tirely the reverſe; aſſerting the Eternity 
of Matter by abuſing the Maxim—T bat 
out of nothing nothing could be produced ; the 
juſt and neceſſary Inference from which 
is—that there muſt be a jr? Cauſe, of 
ſome Nature or other ; but whether of 
Mind or Matter was the Queſtion. — 
They aſſerted Matter, contrary to all juſt 
Reaſoning. And yet theſe Gentlemen 
were as great Maſters of Reaſon, and as 
expert in the Management of it, as any 
of the minute Philoſophers of our Day. 
But giving up that Meaſure of the Light 
of Divine Revelation which they en- 
joyed, and relying entirely upon the All- 
lufficiency of their own Underſtandings, 
they loſt Sight of the Truth, and in 
the Maze of Darkneſs thus brought 
55 8 upon 


— ———U— — — — 


34 ON THE ORIGIN OF 


upon themſelves, they ran into the 
greateſt Abſurdities of Atheiſm. And it 
is very obſervable, that the more the 
Light of antient Revelation, though but 


traditionary, was neglected, and that 
of mere Nature relied on, the more thoſe 


Abſurdities prevailed z which ſhews the 
the vaſt Importance and even abſolute 


Neceſſity of a ſerious and conſtant Re- 
gard to the more effectual Aſſiſtance 


which the Father of Lights has given us 
in his moſt holy Word, as the Means of 
preſerving in our Mind the very firſt 
Principles of true Religion, and even of 


true Philoſophy ;—for we ſhall always 


find, upon due Reflection, that Reaſon 
alone is not only inſufficient to enable us 


to diſcover theſe firſt Principles, with 
Clearneſs and Certainty, but even to pre- 


ſerve the Belief of them in our Hearts, 


though impreſſed there by the ſtrong 


Prejudices of Education, and by a Va— 


riety of other natural Influences. What 


vaſt Numbers, eſpecially amongſt the 
Poor, do we fee, even in this enlight- 
ened Country, where the Bible is, or 

| | may 
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may be read, and the DoQtrines of it 
preached ſo univerſally, who have ſcarcely 
any Idea of the Dz1Ty at all, much leſs 
any conſiſtent one of his adorable Per- 
fections, and his Relation to them! 
which demonſtrates that ſuch an Idea is 
ſo far from being the Effect of the mere 
Light of Nature alone, that it is with 
Difficulty obtained, and with Difficulty 
preſerved among Mankind, even under 


the great Advantages that glorious: Re- 


velation which we enjoy affords us. 

I acknowledge, that the Apoſtle in the be- 
ginning of his Epiſtle to the Romans* ſeems, 
at the firſt View of the Text, to militate 


ſtrongly againſt the Doctrine I am incul- 


cating; and to aſſert, that the Being of 
a Gov and his Perfections as the origi- 
nal Carſe of all Beings, might be learnt, 
by mere Reaſon from the Works of 
God ; but if the Matter be attentively 
conſidered, it will, I think, appear in 
quite another Light, and greatly favour 


Rom. i. 16, &c. See Edy | iii. Let. v. where 
this Text is again conſidered. 
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my Sentiment. What the Apoſtle ſays, 
amounts plainly to this——The Gentiles 


held the Truth in Unrighteouſneſt—That 


theſe Truths reſpected the Righteouſneſs 


of Gop, and his Wrath, which were 


revealed from Heaven in the Goſpel, and 
by that Means fhexwn to them; and then 
adds, in order to prove them utterly in- 
excuſable in their * and Wick- 
edneſs: — ky 

For the inviſible Things of Him, from 
the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the Things that are made, 


even his eternal Powwer and Godhead. That 


is, © the viſible Works of that inviſible 


Being, who manifeſted his Righteouſneſs 
© and Wrath, by the ſupernatural Reve- 


& lation which he gave to Mankind, con- 


« tinually declare Him to be the only 
living and true Gov, the Maker, or 
6“ firſt Cauſe of them all; and who, 


c therefore, juſtly claims an excluſive 


© Right to the religious Homage and 


«© Obedience of all his intelligent Crea- 


© tures.” ——The Apoſtle does not ſay 


that the Works of Gop do themſelves 
enable 
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enable Mankind to. diſcover bis eternal 


Power and Godhead, by the 'Efforts of 
their own Reaſon alone ; no, but that the 
Truth of his Exiſtence, together with 


his moral Character, or his Righteouſneſs 
and Wrath, being taught before, by 


ſpecial Revelation, or Goſpel, conveyed 
down to them by oral Tradition or 
written Records, they were every Day 
and Night reminded, of what they had 


lor might have) ſo learnt, by the glorious 


Diſplay of the Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs of Gop, which the Works of 


Creation afforded them, and which were 


ſtanding Witneſſes of the Reality of his 
Exiſtence, the Excellency of his Per- 
fections, and the Majeſty of his Go- 
vernment ; and alſo perpetual Monitors 


of their Obligations to him; ſo that they 


were left entirely without Excuſe in giv- 
ing that Glory to his Creatures which 
was due to Him ALONE, he Gop * | 
bleſſed for evermore. 

It is obſervable alſo, that Mo or in his 
Account of the Creation, does not men- 
tion che Works of Gon, with a View of 

NJ demon- 
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demonſtrating his Exiſtence z but tak- 
ing that for granted as a Precognitum, 
or a Truth already known and believed, 
he begins at once with declaring that 
In the Beginning God created the 
Heavens and the Earth, and then proceeds 
to inform us how, and in what Man- 
ner this viſible Syſtem was brought 


into Exiſtence, and reduced to Order: | 


But gives us not the leaſt Hint that theſe 
Things were done on Purpoſe to afford 
us the Means of obtaining the „ Idea 
of the Being and PerfeCtions of their 
Creator. He writes with the Deſign of 
ſhewing us, that as there 1s one ſelf-exiſt- 
ent Almighty Being o Y ;—That Hz 
is the great Author of Nature, the 
Parent of the Univerſe; and, that 
having poured out the Riches of his 
_ Goodneſs through the whole in ſuch A- 
bundance, he juſtly claims an excluſive 
Right to the religious Adoration and 
Praiſe, Love and Obedience, of all Men. 


Moſes does not even make a Shew of en- 


| tering into the Diſpute, whether there 
was a Gop ? for that was a Truth ſo well 
known, 
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known, and ſo generally admitted, with- 
out any Doubt in his Day, that argu- 
mentative Proof of it was entirely unne- 
ceſſary. The only Points wanting to be 
aſcertained were, whether the Being call- 


ed Gop, was the Creator or firſt Cauſe 


of the whole World, and how he con- 
ducted the ſtupendous Work, and parti- 
cularly that Part of it which is viſible to 
Mankind ?—In ſhort The Queſtions be- 
fore him were“ Had the World a Be- 
« ginning? Who was the Maker or 
“ Cauſe of it? And how was it made?“ 


| To theſe Queſtions the Account Moſes 


gives is a full and clear Anſwer in a few 
Words——And that Jznovan, the Gop 
owned and worſhiped by the Seed of A. 


| braham in particular, as their Gop, was 
THE VERY BEING that gave Exiſtence to 


all others, viſible and inviſible z and that 


Hr was the Gop firſt known to Man- 


kind, as the Object of their ſupreme Re- 
gards, the oNLY LIVING and true Gov. 
And, indeed, it is pretty evident, that 
| Moſes himſelf, did not learn the Ex- 


iſtence of this Gop, from the Works of 


Creation 
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Creation, but even the Work of Crea- 
tion itſelf from Gop, by ſupernatural Re- 
velation, and wrote what was divinely 
taught. . 

It is true Maſes was educated in all the 
Learning of the Egyptianc, which was 
then, and long afterwards, highly cele- 
brated, and it is very probable (as many 
learned Men have obſerved) that the firſt 
Philoſophers amongſt the Greeks, receiv- 
ed the chief Branches of their Know- 
ledge from the Egyptians, and particu- 
larly what they knew of the Origin of 
the World; the Literati of that Country 
being probably better acquainted with 
the antient Tradition upon this Subject; 
but as theſe Philoſophers appeared in the 
World after Moſes, it is moſt likely that 
the little they knew of this Matter was 
principally owing to his Writings, which 
were then known to the learned; how- 
ever, what they ſay upon it, is ſo inter- 
mixed with the Dogmas of their own 
Philoſophy, and ſo obſcured by them, that 
the Truth is ſcarcely diſcernable.—And 
as to the Egyptian Theology, it was in af- 
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ter Ages, if not in the Time of Moſes, 
moſt amazingly ſuperſtitious, and to the 
laſt Degree contemptible. * Mes, there- 
fore, could have little Aſſiſtance from the 
Schools of Egypt in this Affair; and, in- 
deed, none at all, ſufficient for his Pur- 
poſe; we may then very fairly conclude, 
that the Account he has given us of 
the Production of the Univerſe, could 
not poſſibly be derived from any other 
Source than that of ſupernatural Inſtruc- 


- tion, either that handed down to him from 
oy the firſt Father of Mankind, by oral 'Tra- 
7 dition; or, which is more probable, and 
nl doubt not the real Fact, that imparted 
G Juvenal, in his fifteenth Satyr, has ſmartly | 
t ridiculed this ſuperſtitious Folly: | 
: | | Quis neſcit, Voluſi Bithynice, qualia demens 


ZEgyptus portenta celat ? Crocodilon adorat 
Pars hc: illa pavet ſaturam ſerpentibus Ibin, 
Effigies ſacri nitet aurea cercopitheci 


1 

t And alittle after, 

a O ſanctas Gentes, quibus hc naſcuntur in hortis 
A Numina ! 

r : 


to 
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to him by divine Inſpiration ; and I ra- 


ä—NDU2T— — RC 


ther think this to be the Caſe, becauſe I 
cannot poſſibly conceive how he could 


have pointed out the Proceſs of this great 


Work ſo circumſtantially, and ſo per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the moſt accurate 
Obſervations on the Phenomena of Na- 
ture, had not his Pen been under the Di- 
rection of the great Operator himſelf. 


'The Knowledge this great Man had by 


Tradition, muſt have been too general, 


and after fo long a Time, mult alſo have 


been mixed with the: Errors of human 
Invention. 

T grant that Moſes might have ſome. 
denen Notions of this Subject from Tra- 
dition; ſuppoſing, as ſome do,“ that 


* All that can be ſaid with Certainty is, that Me- 

_ thuſelah was Cotemporary both with Adam and Noah 
ſeveral Years, and muſt be well acquainted with all 
traditional Matters. Noah lived at the leaſt to near 


the Birth of Abraham, who was great Grandfather 


| to Levi, who was the great Grandfather of Moſes by 

the Father's Side, and the Grandfather by the Mo- 
ther's. See Uſber”s Chronology. Dr. Patrick's Com- 
ment on the fifth Chap. Gen, 


Adam 
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Adam lived cotemporary with Lamech, 


the Father of Noah, above forty Years. 
Maß, according to ſome Chronologers, 
lived above fifty Years after the Birth of 
Abraham, or, however, died but two 
Years before, according to others. Shem, 
one of the Sons of Noah, they tell us, 
lived till the Days of Jacob, or fifty Years 
in the Life of Jaac; Levi, therefore, the 


Son of Jacob, and the great Grandfather 


of Moſes, and who lived forty Years 
after the Birth of his grandſon Meſers 
Father, might have ſome Knowledge of 
the moſt material Matters of ancient Tra- 


dition; and amongſt the reſt of the Ori- 


gin of the World, as revealed by Gop to 
our firſt Parents. Moſes therefore living 
ſo near this Fountain of Knowledge, 


might be ſuppoſed to be in ſome Degree 


acquainted with this Particular, but ſurely 


not with all that was neceflary to enable 


him to give ſo clear and minute an Ac- 
count of it, as he has done. For, ſup- 
poſing the above Chronological Reckon- 
ing to be juſt, which I much doubt, yet 
it ſhould be remembered on the other 


Hand, 


ö 
ö 
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Hand, that Moſes was taken from his 


Parents in his Infancy, and educated in 


the Exyptian Court, where the greateſt 
Errors triumphed over Truth, and the 
Darknefs of mere human Philoſophy mi- 
ſerably obſcured the Light of divine Re- 


velation, which was then probably pre- 55 
ſerved, only by Tradition. He was forty 


Years of Age before it appears that he 
converſed with his Brethren, and then 
but for a very ſhort Time: — They had 
been two hundred Years in Slavery, and 


of courſe were ſunk into the very Dregs 
of Ignorance and Stupidity ; ſo that 
Tradition muſt have ſuffered greatly a- 
mongſt them, and come to Maſes under 
many Diſadvantages; and yet his Ac- 


count is not only extremely exact and 
circumſtantial, though ſo compendious, 
but deſigned to ſerve the Church of Gop 
to the End of Time, and therefore muſt 
be owing to a new ſupernatural Revela- 
tion from Gop himſelf, and not to a dark 
uncertain mutilated Tradition. But this 
naturally leads me to the Account that 
Maſes gives of the World, which will be 

1 | the 
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the Subject of the next Eſay; I would, 


therefore, conclude this with obſerving.— 
That, from Matters of Facts as well 
as from Reaſon and the Nature of 


Things, it clearly appears, that our firf 
Idea of one ſelf-exiſting and all-perſe&t 
_ firſt Cauſe and ſovereign Lord of all is, 
not a Creature of our Imagination, or 


even Reaſonings, but a divine Gift, the 
Effect of the parternal Benevolence of the 
Derry, and the ſupernatural Diſcovery 
he has made of himſelf and his Will to 
us; or, in two Words, not what we 


acquire, but what we receive by Inſtruc- 
tion; a Circumſtance that points out to 


us in the ſtrongeſt Light, the abſolute 

Neceſlity, and infinite Excellency of that 
| Revelation we are favoured with in the. 
Bible; and that all the leading Principles 
in the Religion of fallen Man, which is 
properly called, %e Goſpe!, are owing to 
that Revelation; ſo that the little Reli- 
gion which is to be found, in the Hea- 
then World, ſo far as is true, is nothing 


elſe but the broken Remains of this di- 


vine Light, handed down to them from 
the 
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the firſt Fathers of Mankind, though mi- 


| ſerably darkened and debaſed by their 


own idolatrous and luperttitious In- 


ventions. 


The Children of ou from his Days 
to the preſent, come into the World in 
a Condition that evidently requires In- 
Aruction in the firſt Principles, at leaſt, 
of every 'Thing that concerns them, long 


before they are capable of exerciſing their 


rational Powers. It is, indeed, ab/o/utely 


neceſſary in order to furniſh the Mind 


with Materials for the proper Exerciſe, 
of thoſe Powers, and from which they 


muſt begin their Operations, for there 


can be no Reaſoning without ſome Data, 
ſome Principles to ſet out upon: And 


we may very jultly conclude from the in- 
finite Benevolence of our heavenly Fa- 


ther, and from the Nature of his moral 


Government, that he would not leave us 
Deſtitute of the earlieſt Inſtruction, upon 


a Subject of ſuch infinite Importance to 


his own Glory, as well as our Comfort, as 
that of the Reality of his Exiſtence, Per- 


ſections, and Relation to us. 
But 
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But however we come by this Idea of 
a Deity, we are all of us conſcious of 
it more or leſs, and it is our unſpeakable 


Felicity that we are—lt is an Idea of the 


laſt Importance to us as rational and im- 


mortal Beings—it gives a particular Dig- 
nity to our Thoughts, purifies and guards 


our Hearts, reſtrains the Impetuoſity 
of our Paſſions, inſpires the brighteſt 
Hopes, and fills the Soul 20% Foy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory; it is, indeed, 
the firſt fundamental Principle: of all true 
Religion, Virtue, and Happineſs. It ſhould 


therefore, be our conſtant and ſolicitous 


Concern, ſo to realize this Idea, and pre- 


ſerve it in all its vital Power in our : 


Minds, that it may habitually govern our 
Temper and Conduct. 90 
To this End, we ſhould, as the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it, ſet the Lord always before us, 


never loſe Sight of him a Moment, 


through any wilful Neglect or Inatten- 


tion ;—conſtantly Notice the Diſcoveries 


he makes of himſelf in the Works of Cre- 
ationand Providence: Meditate frequently 
upon them, and endeavour to bring home 

to 
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to our Boſoms the ſtriking Evidence they 


afford us of his Perfections and Go- 
vernment.—But particularly, and above 
all, we ſhould devoutly ſtudy the BIBLx, 
in which is contained the Oracles of di- 


vine Truth and Wiſdom, the Words of 
eternal Life, where we ſee all the Perfec- 
tions of Deity ſtill more gloriouſly dif- 
played, and all operating for the Hap- 


pineſs of his fallen Creature Man. By a 


ſerious and conſtant Uſe of theſe Means; 
this great Idea will be ſo deeply im- - 


preſſed, and ſo entirely preſerved, as ne- 
ver to be effaced ; the Pleaſures connect- 


ed with it rendered ſolid, permanent, ſa- 


tisfying; and prove a ſure Defence a- 


gainſt the blaſphemous Abſurdities and 
horrid Gloom of Atheiſm. 


But as this Idea of Cop comprehends 


in it the firſt Principles of his moral Go- 
vernment, in which our Happineſs for 
Time and Eternity are ſo nearly concern- 


ed, it is of inſinite Importance that our 


Sentiments about him be juft and ratio- 
nal, every Way worthy of his all- perfect 
Nature, and conſona ant to his revealed 


Will. 
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Will. Some are ſo unhappy in their Caſt 
of Mind, as to conceive of him, as an 
arbitrary Deſpote, poſſeſſed of irreſiſtable 
Power, and univerſal Dominion; and 
who, therefore, makes his mere Will his 
Law, without any Regard to Goodneſs 
and Mercy, or even Juſtice ſaying one 
Thing, and meaning another quite the 
reverſe ; making his rational Creatures 
Sinners, by his own arbitrary Conſtitu- 
tion of 'Things, and then puniſhing them 
with everlaſting Miſery for being ſuch) 
and even triumphing over them as thus 
contributing to his Glory! !—This is an 
Idea ſo every Way extremely ſhocking, 
ſo derogatory to the divine Nature and 
Perfections, ſo gloomy and diſcouraging 
to the humble Penitent, ſo calculated to 
harden Men in Sin, and ſo ſubverſive of 
the whole Syſtem of the moral Govern- 
ment of the Deity, that even Atheiſm it- 
ſelf is ſcarcely more to be abhorred; and 
yet there are Men, pretending to Reli- 
gion, who cheriſh ſuch an Idea of the 
benevolent Parent of Mankind; and 
ſtorm and rave continually in Defence 
1 ö 
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of Doctrines that neceſſarily imply it. But 

this Idea cannot be from Gov, but from 
the Father of Lies, the Adverſary of Go 

and Man, the Spirit that Works in the 
Children of Diſobedience. 

Gop does, indeed, work all Things ac- 
cording to the Counſel of his own Will, but 
that Will 1s counſelled in all its Plans, 
and directed in all its Operations, by his 

moral Perfections of Wiſdom, Fuſlice, 
Goodneſs, and even his tender Mercies ; 
and is, therefore, always perfectly con- 
ſiltent with them. 

On the other Hand, ſome latter them- 
ſelves with the Notion that the Drirv 
is all Benevolence and Mercy, and 
pays no Regard to his own Honour, 
or Juſtice, the Purity of his Nature, or 
the Dignity of his Government.— Phat 

he looks upon even the groſſeſt Vices 
as mere Trifles, beneath his Notice, and 
what his Goodneſs will lead him to ex- 
cuſe; and conſequently that they have 
nothing to fear from his Reſentment ;— 
That if Repentance be neceſſary, a Lord 
have Mercy upon us, in the laſt Moment 
| ot 
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of Life, will be ſufficient; or, let the 


worſt come, that they ſhall then drop 
into a State of total and everlaſting In- 
ſenſibility, freed from all Miſery ; a Con- 
ſolation they can have Recourſe to at 
any Time, when their Miſery becomes 
inſupportable. Awful Deluſion ! Our 
Go is br a juſt Gon, and a Saviour. 

Happy the Man who avoids theſe 
dangerous Extremes, whoſe Heart is 
ever filled with a ju/ Idea of this great 
Bz1nc, and who ardently ves while he 
reverently adores him | Gop does, in- 
deed, DWELL IN HIM; always preſent to 
direct and ſatisfy his moſt impatient En- 
quiries; to ſupport and comfort him in 
the Hour of Adverſity; conduct him 
ſafely through the dark Valley and 
Shadow of Death, and will be his 
all-ſufficient and moſt delightful Portion 
for ever! 
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ON THE 
MOSAIC ACCOUNT 
OF THE 
CREAT 1 ON, 


As it 1s reſpects the 


SOLAR SYSTEM ix ParTICULAR, 


FIE attentive Reader of the Ac- 
count which Mes gives of the 
CREATION, will find the Truths con- 
firmed, which have been inculcated in 
the former Eſſay. He will perceive that 
Maſes does not write as a Philoſopher, ex- 
Pręfeſſ, but as a Prophet ſent from Gov, 
to inſtruct Mankind in Matters of far 


greater Importance, (viz.) the Nature, 


wen and e of the great 
Sovereign 
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Sovereign of the World. * But though 

the Deſign of Moſes is, not to teach us 
Philoſophy but Religion, yet, what he ſays 
is perfectly agreeable to the Conſtitution 
of the true, and real Principles of the 
viſible World, and their various Opera- 
tions, ſo far as they can be noticed by us, 
whatever the ſceptical Dablers in Sci- 
ence may ſay to the contrary. This, in- 
deed, as writing under a divine Influ- 
ence, we ſhould expect from him. The 
Book of Supernatural Revelation muſt 
perfectly agree with that of Nature, as 
having both the ſame Author: And upon 
a fair and candid Examination, we ſhall 
find it does, in the Caſe before us, in a 
moſt ſtriking Manner, and ſuch as ſhews 
that Moſes muſt have had his Account 

Tome Way or other from Gop the great 
Parent of Nature, 


* Dr. Patrick obſerves, (Com. Gen.) that the an- 
cient Idolatry conſiſted in the Worſhip . of the Sun, 
Moen, and Stars ; and that the Deſign of Mo ofes is 
to ſhew, that Gop was the Creator of theſe Things, 
and therefore the only Object of divine Worſhip. 


8 In 
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In the Account this truly eminent 
Writer gives in the Beginningof the Book 
called Gengſis, he treats, I apprehend, of 
the firſt Production of Matter, and the 
Method the divine Wiſdom took in the 
Diſpoſition of it, only as it reſpects our 
World, or the Things viſible to us in the 
Heavens and the Earth, or what we call 
the Solar Syſtem, and not of the Produc- 
tion of other Worlds, or Angels and 
inviſible Powers; though they alſo are 
the Creatures of Gov, but probably had 
their Exiſtence long before; for we read 
of the M. orning Stars rejoicing together in 
Celebration of theſe other Works of the 
ALmIcnTtyY, which we are conſidering ; 
where by the Word Stars, many Expo- 
ſitors underſtand the Angelic Hoſt. 


In the firſt Place Moſes tells us, that 
Gop gave Exiſtence to the general Mat- 
ter or Subſtance of our World, called 


*The Idea of the firſt Matter being a Kind of he- 
terogenous chaotic Fluid, or inert Subſtance, obtain- 


ed amongſt the ancient Philoſophers ; Tales, and 


mT — 
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by him the Heavens and the Earth; and 
that then was the firſt Beginning of our 
Time.—In the Beginning God created the 
Heavens and the Earth, (viz.) the whole 
of this viſible World, the heavenly Bo- 
dies, as well as the Earth; and at firſt, very 
probably all was one entire general CHAOS, 
or mighty Heap of every Kind of Matter, 
blended together without any Order; 
there is, at leaſt, nothing in the ſacred 
Text, to lead us to think the contrary. 
However, this Earth, we areexpreſsly told, 
was ſuch a Chaos (and why not the Bodies 
which made a Part of the ſame Syſtem) 
and that Darkneſs or Night entirely in- 
volved it. Darkneſs I ſuppoſe, therefore, 
to be, a an innate primary eſſential Pro- 


the firſt Zeno, and others. Ovid. Met. Lib. i, Fab, i l, 
mentions it as a received Truth, 


Unus erat toto nature vultus in orbo, 

Quem dixere CH a Os, rudis indigeſtaque Moles, &c, 
And Helvetius there remarks that Euripides fays, 
O G epayog Te YA T 17 {oeDn pits — That is, 
Heaven and Earth had one and the fame Appearance. 
All borrowed from Maſes, or from Tradition. 


perty 
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perty of the firſt Matter, as much ſo as 
Extenſion and Reſiſtance, and not a 
mere Privation or Abſence of Light; and, 
that Light is a peculiar Property, or new 
Species of Matter, added by the Almighty, . 
for the farther Diſplay of his Glory, and 
for anſwering many other Purpoſes, his 
infinite Wiſdom had in view. 


Moſes very evidently confines his Ac- 
count principally to what paſſed upon 
our Earth, and thoſe Parts of the Solar 
Syſtem that lie within our View; but 
What he obſerves of the Earth, may be 
very well underſtood, as paſſing upon 
the other chaotic Bodies at the ſame 
Time reſpectively, “ according to their 


As Moſes treats more eſpecially of the Formation 
of our Earth, and its Appendages, he, therefore, ſays 
nothing expreſsly of the chaotic State of the other 
Bodies in this Syſtem, but only tells us, in the Ge- 
neral, that God made the Heavens and the Earth, 
and the Stars alſo. However from this Hint we may 
very juſtly ſuppoſe, thoſe Bodies were in the ſame 
chaotic ,State, and probably all conſtituted one and 
the ſame general Maſs, SR FL 


pecu- 
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peculiarly different Natures and Uſes in 
this Syſtem in general, or allowing for 


\ 


their peculiar Differences. But he con- 


fnes his Narrative thus particularly to 
the Earth, becauſe he wrote for the In- 
ſtruction of Mankind who inhabited it. 

Had he written for the Inhabitants of 
Venus, Fupiter, &c. he would doubtleſs 
have been as particular in deſcribing the 
Changes made in them by the Operations 


of the divine Power. And, as he did 


not Deſign to teach us Ph:lo/ophy but Re- 


ligion, 1t was ſufficient for his Purpoſe, 
to give us ſuch an Account as he has 
done; though the more this Account is 
fairly examined, the more it will appear 


to be perfectly conſiſtent with the true 


Philoſophy, or Knowledge of the Univerſe, 


and with thoſe Syſtems that are founded 


in real Obſervation and Experience, ſuch 


as the great Newton has ſo fully eſ- 
tabliſhed upon the moſt accurate Enqui- 


ries into the Principles and Operations 


of Nature. Accordingly I have con- 
nected 
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need the following Paraphraſe (which 
goes entirely upon the Newtonian Syſtem) 


in ſuch a Manner with the Text, that 


this Congruity might the more clearly 
appear. For, by the Expreſſions in the 
Paraphraſe running ſo eafily and fairly 
into the Text, it is evident, that, if the 
divine Spirit had fo pleaſed, Moſes might 
have fo enlarged upon his Subject, and 
have expreſſed himſelf in ſome ſuch Man- 
ner, agreeable to the very Sentiment 
and Language of this Philoſophy, and 
probably would have done ſo, had he 
written with philoſophic Views. But 
his Deſign was infinitely more intereſting 
and important, and he has here expreſſed 
himſelf in the beſt Manner to anſwer 
that Deſign. 

But to return to the Narrative——The 
next Thing was the Reduction of this 
Chacs into Order, by the Energy of the 
ALMIGHTY SPIRIT, operating upon it, 
and inſpiring the whole Mafs with ſuch 
Powers of HITS; | Repul on, Cohe- 


fi Fonts 


OF THE CREATION. % 


fron, &c. * as might ſerve for general Prin- 
ciples and Laws, adapted to ſuch Endsand 
Purpoſes as infinite Wiſdom had in view, 
and which ſoon after appeared ;—parti- 
cularly impreſſed upon the chaotic Earth 
ſuch a peculiar impulſive Force, as gave 
it a perpetual Motion round its own Axis, 
in regular 'Time, (the like to the other 
chaotic Bodies) by which Motion the 
Light, which was at the ſame Time cre- 
| ated, might be divided from the Dark- 
neſs upon it, in due Proportion, and re- 
cular Succeſſion, and in order to pro- 
duce what we call Day and Night, to 
the whole Earth; which, without this 
diurnal Motion upon its Axis, muſt have 
been all perpetual Darkneſs in one Part, 
and all perpetual Light in the other. 
As to the Creation of Light, the firſt 


Es * That is, the Almighty Power put the whole in 
5 Motion, when, probably, all the great Bodies that 
| compoſe our Syſtem were ſeparated from each other, 


and had the like Movement round their Axis im- 

parted to them reſpectively; and all at the Time when 
i | Cop ſaid, Let there be Lights | 

Ton born 


= — U— — — Aber 
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lime. See W. Smith's Longinus, p. 41. 
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born of all Order and Beauty in our 


World, I ſuppoſe it to have been at the 
very Inſtant of Time when the Spirit of 
Gov moved upon the Face of the Waters, 
and imparted Activity to inert Matter; 
and when Go ſaid let there be Light, and 
there avas Light.“ But I don't under- 
ftand this of Light merely, and as a Thing 


generally diffuſed, or as collected into 


one Body by itſelf alone, as ſome do, 


but of the inſtantaneous kindling up of 


all the (before) chaotic Bodies, deſigned 
to be the Recipients of this new Species 
of Property of Matter, .and to be the 
Mediums of its Diffuſion. This Suppo- 
fion gives a much more grand and ſtrik- 
ing Idea of the divine Power, and the 
Manner of its Operation in this Cale, 


»The Sublimity of the Sentiment, expreſſed in 
theſe plain ſimple Words, is beyond all Parallel Lan- 


glxus takes Notice of this in his Treatiſe on the Sub- 


lime, with Applauſe. Some (as Le Clerc and Huet) 


deny there is any Thing ſublime here - though at the 


ſame Time the latter allows the parallel Expreſſion in 
the Pſalms — He ſpake and it was done, to be ſub- 


than 


OF THE CREATION. 61 


than the common Notion can poſſibly 
do; and gives a pecuhar Fulneſs of Senſe 
and Dignity to this juſtly admired Sen- 
tence, —W hat rapturous Surpriſe muſt it 
be to the celeſtial Intelligences, who be- 
held the Effects of Almighty Power 
in the Production of this World, to ſee 
ten Thouſand mighty Globes, before en- 
wrapt in the thickeſt Darkneſs, kindle 
up into Suns and Moons, and Stars, and 
ſpread their Glories far and wide through 
the Immenſity of Space! 


% Nor paſs'd uncelebrated, nor unſung 

By the celeſtial Choirs, when orient Light, 

« Exhaling firſt from Darkneſs, they beheld ; 

„Birth Day of Heaven and Earth! with Joy 
% and Shout SEE | | 

1% The hollow univerſal Orb they fill'd ; s 

« And touch's their golden Harps and hymning 
% prais'd | | 

„ Gon, and his Works ; Creator him they ſung, 

goth when firſt Evening was, and when firſt 

«© Morn,” * | 


And what very much confirms this 
Opinion is, that if we underſtand this 


* Milton Par, Loſt, Book vii, ver. 25 3. 
Produc- 
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Production of Light, to reſpe& Light 
in general every where diffuſed, it would 
have ſpread every where alike over all 
the chaotic Earth; and conſequently there 
could have been then no Diſtinction or 
Difference between Day and Night, E- 
vening and Morning, as there was on the 
firſt Day, but it would have been every 
where all Day, or, at leaſt, the ſame 
Twilight. And if we underſtand it of 
Light in a collective Body or as Milton 
beautifully exprefſeth it = : 


: 6 Spher'di in a radiant Cloud,” — 


We have nothing in the ſacred Text to 
warrant ſuch a Senſe particularly; and 
it ſeems more natural and congruous to 
that Perfection, with which the Divine 
BEING appears to operate, and effect his 
Purpoſe in every other Inſtance: To ſup- 
poſe the Expreſſion Let there be Light, 
and there was Light, to mean the inſtan- 
taneous Kindling up the Sun and Stars, 
and their throwing upon the planetary 
Worlds around them, ſuch Meaſures of 

Light 
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Light as was neceſſary to diſtinguiſh one 
Part from the other, Day from Night, 
or as Moſes himſelf expreſſes it, to divide 
the Light from the Darkneſs ; and particu- 
larly with reſpe@ to this Earth, where 
the Difference is marked till farther, by 
obſerving that the Evening and the Morne 
ing, or the Darkneſs and the Light, made 


the firſt, or, as it might be rendered, 
ene [entire] Day: That is, the Reckon- 


ing was begun in the Evening, or dur- 
ing the Darkneſs ; but the Sun, &c. be- 
ing kindled up there was Light, which 


continued *till, by the Revolution of the 


Farth, the illuminated Part was again in- 
yolved in Darkneſs, and ſo finiſhed a 


complete Day, the firſt of our Time. 


* If we underſtand the Light created on the firſt : 


Day to be a collective Body of Light Shaurning for a 


while in a claydy Tabernacle as Milton does; then 
the fourth Day's Work might be conſidered as an 
Efflux of Light produced from this grand Fountain, 
at the divine Command, and inſtantaneouſly Kind- 
ling up the ſeveral Luminaries in the Heavens, which 
before, like the Earth, were all chaotic Darkneſs. See 
Dr. Patrick's Comment. Gen. i. 14. 


The 
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- The only Objection of Conſequence, 
that I can think of at preſent againſt this 
Hypotheſis, is this—lIt is ſaid, Verſe 14. 
ce That Gov ſaid let there be Lights in the 


Firmament of the Heavens, &c.—And, 


c therefore, if we ſuppoſe theſe Lights 

© to have been made before, as I have 
© done, there muſt be a groſs Tauto- 
00 logy, and this fourth Day's Work be 
« Work about nothing.” ——By no 


Means, — For though I ſuppoſe the ſeve- 


ral Luminaries to have been kindled up 
before, and the Earth, and the reſt of the 
moveable Bodies in the Syſtem, to have 
had their diurnal Motions given them 


reſpectively on the rt Day, yet, on the 
_ fourth, I ſuppoſe the Almighty to have 
| ſettled, by an unalterable Decree, the 


various Uſes of theſe Luminaries; and to 
have appointed them, not only to Mea- 


ſure out the leſſer Portions of Time, as 


Day and Night, but alſo the greater of 
Months, and Years, and the various Sea- 


ſons, in perpetual Succeſſion. 


To this important End a new Diſplay 


of the divine Tower took Place on this 


fourth | 


| | YU ho WW 


CF IP --&S JS _ Wo. VP _.- IS NF 


OF THE CREATION,” 6 | 


fourth Day, (viz.) the communicating to 
the Earth, and to the other planetary Bo- 
dies, both primary and ſecondary, ſuch 


a projectile Force as carried them round 
the Sun as their common Centre, all in 
their ſeveral reſpective Times, according 
to their ſeveral and reſpective Diſtances; 
by which Means the pleaſing and uſeful 


Variety of the ſeveral Seaſons of Sum- 
mer and Winter, Spring and Autumn, 
are regularly produced.—By a peculiar 


Principle or Property in Matter, there 
| is, indeed, a ſtrong natural Tendency in 
thoſe Bodies to their common Centre; 
but ſo exactly did infinite Wiſdom bal- 


ance this projectile Force againſt that 


Tendency, as to preſerve them all in 
their reſpective Orbits, with the moſt 
ſurpriſing Regularity, from that Moment 


to this Day. And as a farther Expreſſion 


FThis Tendency, or gravitating Principle, and 
the projectile Force, might commence together; or, 


if the former exiſted before the latter, it might be ſo 


over-ruled by the divine Power, as not to operate *till 


of 


the other took Place. 


—— 
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of the divine Goodneſs, they wete then 
_ alſo ordained to be the conſtant Signs al 


the Revolutions and Changes of Time; 
and powerfully inſtructive "ngffes of the 


Being, Perfection, and governing Proyi. 
dence of the Dir r. 

Hence it appears that the Work of FR 
fourth Day, was every Way as magni- 
ficent and ſtupendous, as any of the 
other: And that imparting to the Earth, 
and to the other Planets this centriſu- 
gal Motion, was abfolutely neceſſary to 


_ anſwer ſeveral very important Ends in the 
C Mconomy of the World; as without it if 


the Inhabitants of thoſe reſpective Bo- 


dies inſtead of enjoying the uſeful Divi- 


fions of Time, and the pleaſing Viciſſitude 
of Seaſons, before hinted, would have 


found a dull, and comparatively unin- 


ſtructive Sameneſs ſpread over the whale 


Face of Nature. This Effect, theres 
fore, of the almighty Power, though 


not expreſſed, muſt undoubtedly be in- 


plied inthe1gth Verſe, in thoſe Words, 
And Gov ſaid, let there be Lights in the 


Firmament of Heaven, and tet them be 


fo 
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for Signs and for Seaſons, and for Days, 


and Years. 
1 was alſo a Part of the Buſineſs of 
the fourth Day, to appoint the two Lu- 


minaries, that appear to us the greateſt, 


their reſpective Stations, and to ſerye 


the particular Neceſſaries and Conye- 
niences of Mankind. The greater, called 


the Sun, to afford them the more abun- 


dant Light requiſite for the important V5 


Buſineſs of the Day ; and the lefler, the 
Alem, and the Stars to cheer, with 


their milder Beams, the darkſome Hours 


of the Night, and favour our Repoſe. 


But the Objection againſt what was 
ſaid relative to the Works of the ie 


Day, particularly about the Creation of 


Light, has led us to conſider the Work 
of the fourth (though naturally connected 


with it) rather out of its Place, as to the 


a Order of Time; let us now return to what 
is recorded gf the Buſineſs of the /econd 
Day, as that alſo bas ſome Relation to 
the more particular Subject before us. 

The MM, fu having communicated 
M the chagtic Earth a diurnal Motion, 


£2 on 


\ 
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on the firſt Day ; he preſently Alter 
wards (probably by the Medium of that 
Motion) brought into Exiſtence the Fix. 
MAM ENT, or Atmoſphere ; that is, the 
Body of Air which ſurrounds the Earth, 
and by which the Light is more commo- 
diouſſy diffuſed, and ſpread over the 
half of the terreſtrial Sphere at once, in 
full Day; and ſo on progreſſively, over 
the whole. And by the Time this Work 
Was fully executed, and its Uſes fixed, 
the Earth had made another complete Re- 
volution round her Axis, and thus finiſh- 
ed the ſecond Day.—I ſay the Earth had 
made another Revolution, becauſe if the 
revolving Power, firſt imparted to it, had 
not been continued, there could not have 
been Evening and Morning in Succeſſion, 
as we find there was; unleſs we ſuppoſe 
the Body of the Sun, or Light, to have 
moved round the Earth in that Time, 
which is every Way againſt Nature to 
fuppoſe, and quite the Reverſe of what 
Moſes has written; for it is obſervable, 
he does not ſay, that the Spirit of Gov 
moved upon the Face of the Body of Light, 
EY | . | or 
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or Sun, or that he impreſſed any ſuch 
Motion upon it, but, that he did fo 
with reſpect to the Earth. And, indeed, 
this Motivity was communicated to it, 
before any Mention is made of the Ex- 


iſtence of the Sun, or even of the Light. 


This ſecond Day, therefore, muſt be 


made by the Earth's diurnal Motion 
and not by the Body of Light or Sun 
moving round the Earth: To ſuppoſe 


this would be doing Violence to Common | 
Senſe, and contradict the cleareſt Demon- 
{trations ofthe Conduct of the Ali HTT 


in other Inſtances, where we ſee him 
performing every Thing by the ſimpleſt 


Mediums, and in the ſhorteſt and moſt 
direct Manner. And thus, by the un- 
ceaſing Perpetuity of this Revolution of 
the Earth, Day and Night are continu- 


ed to us, as the unalterable Ordinances 
of Von. ; 


$4 Ireadily grant that the Sun has a Motion alſo, 


round his own Axis at leaſt, ifnot round his Centre; 


but there is no Mention of this in the Sacred Text; 
though there is of the Earth's being moved. 
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The Nature and Uſe of this Atmoſ. 


phere, or Body of Air, here called the 
Finmanenry, * belongs to another Branch 


of Philolopky rather than to that 1 imme- 
diately before us; and, therefore, not 


enlarged upon are: One of its very 
| Important Uſes, however, is pointed out 
to us in the ſacred Text, (viz.) that it is 
the grand Medium of Tepirating the 
Waters: Vaſt Quantities of them, being 
treaſured up in the Clouds, and Vapours 
Hoating there and occaſionally diſcharg- 
ed upon the Earth, for the Purpoſes of 
Vegetation, and the Refreſhment of 


The Hebrew Word Rakiah fignifies Koga 
Fon, and may here compriſe the whole Heaven viz.) 
the ætherial Expanſe, or the immenſe Space, in which 

the fixed Stars are placed, as well as the Zrial Ex- 
panſe, Atmoſphere, or Body of Air which is neareſt 
to us, and in which we breathe, but which perhaps, is 
more immediately referred to in the ſacred Text, as 
It is the Receptacle of the Waters which are above the 
Earth. The Septuagint reads it Feptapuaty i. e. Fir 
mament, becauſe the Air, though vaſtly extended, 
and fluid, yet continues Frm in its Place. See Pa- 
n dem. en Ch. i. ver. 6. £4 
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Man and the various Tribes of Animals 


"Tip wha has been ſaid in the fore- 


going Pages it will appear, I truſt, with 


ſome good Degree of Evidence, that the 
Moſaic Account of Creation is juſt and 
rational, and may be explained in per- 
fect Conſiſtency with itſelf, and with the 
beſt Syſtems of the World, founded up- 
on the moſt accurate Obſervations ; ſo 
that were we to confider Moſes even as 
an uninſpired Writer only, we ſhould be 
obliged to acknowledge him worthy of 
the higheft -Oreditz—as a Man he ap- 
pears poffeffed of the greateſt Abilities, 
Integrity, and Honour ;—as a Philoſo= 
pher of the greateſt Wiſdom :——He 

lived long before any of the Sages known 

to us by that Appellation; had all the 

Advantages of a finiſhed Education a- 


- '® According to 2 Pet. ill. 5, 6. it appears that che 


-otiginal Atmaſphete conſiſted much more of Water 
4han the preſent, which has more of Fire in it, a- 
greeable to the Deſign of Providence in the reſpec- 
tive Modes of the Deſtruction of the Earth. See 
Note * + in the Paraphraſe. | 
0 1 mongſt 
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mongſt the Literati of Egypt, and con- 
ſequently muſt know as much of the 
Origin of the World, as could be known 
by the moſt antient Learning, aſſiſted by 

a Tradition much nearer to that Origin, 
that any Writer we are acquainted with, 
But this Account carries with it all 
the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Marks of d- 
vine Inſpiration ; not only in its perfect 
Agreement with the beſt explanatory 
Syſtems of the Phenomena of Nature, 
but alſo becauſe there is an inimitable 
Simplicity, and Dignity in the Manner 
of the Relation, ſuch as becomes the 
Oracles of the L1vine Gop ;—and becauſe 
the evident Deſign of the whole is, not 
merely to give us an unmeaning Diſplay 
of the Wiſdom and Power of Gov, or af- 
ford us Materials for curious Speculation, 
or natural Science only ; but to anſwer 
ſome high and important Ends in the 
moral World, lay a ſolid Foundation for 
the Practice of true Religion and Vir- 
tue; or the Belief of the moral Govern- 
ment of Gov, and the Reaſonableneſs of 
our Subjection to it. And, indeed, it 
. — 18 
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is jmpoſſible for a Mind thoroughly pe- 
netrated with the Idea of the Exiſtence 
of an ALL-PERFECT BEING; and to con- 
ſider HI as the Author of ſo many ſtu- 
pendous and glorious Worlds as come 
within our Notice, without feeling the 
moſt admiring and devout Thoughts of 


him; or to contemplate ſuch a Profuſionof 


Goodneſs as runs through the whole, and 
not love and confide in him. Accordingly 
we find the heavenly Hoſts, repreſented 
as ſo ſtruck. with the View of his adorable 
Perfections, as manifeſtedin theſe Works, 
that they fall down before Him, and wor- 
ſhip Him, caſting down their Crowns be- 
fore his Throne, ſaying—T hou art worthy, 


O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and 
Power, for thou haſt created all Things, 


and for thy Pleaſure they are and were creat- 
ed. They, indeed, behold theſe Works 


Rev. iv. 10, 11. What Infatuation then muſt 
poſſeſs thoſe Pretenders to ſupreme Wiſdom, and the 
only true Philoſophy, who dare to charge ſo illuſtrious 
A Writer as Mo ofes with Abſurdity and Nonſenfe | in the 
Account he has given us of Creation ! | 

Hence alſo appeats the childiſh Weakneſs of the 

| Ui gh DR of 
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of the Aumicurty with infinitely more 
Clearneſs and perfect Comprehenſion than 
we can do; but even we may fee enough 

to excite in us the ſame Kind of devout 


Affection, when we conſider them ſe- 
riouſly. And if, from the limited View 


of thefe Works, which we have been now 
taking, we find fo much Reaſon to ad- 
mire and adore their divine Author, how 
muſt our Admiration be raifed, and our 


Devotions enlivened, when we reflect, 
| that this Syſtem, .of which our Sun is the 


Centre, vaſt as it appears to us, is nothing 


in Compariſon of the Univerſe :—For it 


is well known, that the faxed Stars are 


at an immeaſurable Diſtance from us, and 


from one another; and that it is more 


than probable, they are ſo many Suns to 


Objections ſome have made againſt the Copernican Syſ- 


ten becauſe it teaches us to believe, that Day and Night, 


and the Diverſity of Seaſons in the Vear are owing 
to the Diurnal and Annual Revolutions of the Earth, 


and not to thoſe of the San: For however contradictory 


this Doctrine may be to vulgar Prejudices, it is moſt 
certainly conſiſtent with the Account e has here 


siven us by divine Ps 


other 
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other planetary Worlds revolving round 
them ;—and ſo on beyond the utmoſt 
Stretch of human Imagination——The 
Mind even faints while it lors to 
"comprehend the whole Extent of theſe 
Regions of created Nature But what 
is all created Nature to THAT BzinG 
who ſpoke it into Exiſtence by the Word 
of this Power! If our boldeſt Thoughts 
are loſt in the Greatneſs of the former, 
how much more ſo in the IMMEXSIT I of 
the latter, he Gop over all! Here then 
let us pauſe, — and humbly wondering 
| ſay, how worthy of our profoundeſt Ve- 
neration, our warmeſt Devotions, our 
moſt exalted and everlaſting Praiſes, is 
this GREATEST or Brincs | — How 
ſhocking the Stupidity of thoſe Preten- 
ders to Wiſdom, who can think a Mo- 
ment of the Reality of his Exiſtence thus 
ſtrikingly demonſtrated, and not give 
him the Glory due to his Name! 2 
: But all the devout Affections of our 
Souls will be ſtill more abundantly en- 
larged, and kindled into even rapturous 

Aſtoniſhment, when we conſider the 
GREAT Panant of Nature ſending his 
ONLY 
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his Glory into this little obſcure Abode of 


fallen Man, to become incarnate, ſuffer 


and die for our Sins, and redeem us to 


Gop by his Bled! Here all the, Beams of 


divine Benevolence meet as in their 
Centre, and pour upon our benighted 


Minds the Light of eternal Day ! Here 


It appears, indeed, with the. moſt de- 
lightful Evidence hat God is Love: For, 


though Mankind are more particularly 
and deeply intereſted in theſe Expreſſions 


of infinite Goodneſs, we are told that 


the Angels alſo deſire to look into them, 


who doubtleſs feel unutterable Plea- 


ſure in the Diſcoveries they make; 


And it is highly probable that Myriads 


of intelligent Creatures, Inhabitants of 


numberleſs Worlds that compoſe the 


Univerſe, are the wiſer, the holier, and 


the happier for this aſtoniſhing Inſtance 


of the divine Condeſcenſion and Love to 


us, and join their Hallelujahs with thoſe 
of Men and Angels, in one grand Cho- 


rus of Praiſe, to Him THAT sirs UPON 


THE THRONE, AND TO THE LAMB FOR 
EVER AND EVER! Amen! 


A PARA- 


8 
PARAPHRASE 


ON THE 


FIRST NINETEEN VERSES 


OF THE 


Firſt Chapter of G EN ES I S, 
And on the Firſt Verſe of the Second, 


Agreeable to the Doctrine of the preceding ESSAY. 


a | - — | — 


Gen. cnay. I. 


N the Beginning, of Time, or Du- 

4 ration as meaſured by Man on 
Earib, and of his firſt Day, Gov created, 
i. e. brought into Exiſtence out of nothing, 
the vi/ble Heavens, or Regions of ethereal 
and aerial Space, and all the Hoſt of 
* them” {Chap ii. I.) more eſpecially 
what Men call the Solar Syſtem, and par- 
ticularly the Earth, the Part of which, as 


writing | 
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 eoriting for the Inſtruction of Mankind, I 


ſhall chiefly confine my Hiſtory. 
2 And at the ff the whele was one ge- 


neral Chaos, or unformed heterogeneous Sub- 


flance, * the Earth, particularly, was a kind 
of uid Maſs of Matter, without Form, and 
void, or a confuſed Heap, without any 
orderly Arrangement of its Parts, defti- 


tute of all prolific Power, and of the ua- 


rious Creatures that now repleniſh and adorn 


it. And Darkneſs was upon the Face of the 
Deep, or this vaſt watery profound of chaotic 


Matter, And the Spirit of Gop moved 


upon the Face of the Waters, or chaotic 


Fluid, particularly of this Earth, ſo as to 


put the awhole into ſuch a Motion, as carried 


it round its own Axis, in the Space of 


# I ſuppoſe the firſt general chaotic Body of Matter, 
included both the preſent Heavens. and the Earth, or 
the whole of the Solar Syſtem at large, and that the 
ſeveral great Bodies, that compoſe it, were afterwards 


| ſeparated ; though Moſes, as not writing a Syſtem of 
Philoſophy, has not particularly mentioned that 


Circumſtance, but proceeds to the Hiſtory of the For- 
| mation of our Earth, and the Bodies relative im- 
mediately to it, and of cheſe latter n only in 

the 9 


taventy 
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- feoenty four Hours, which is therefece 
called its diurnal Motion. © oy 
3 And at the ſame Time, Gov ſaid let 
there be Light, and, in a Moment innu+ 
merable Globes of Fire were kindled up, 
through the immenſe Space of the Univerſe, 
and thus there was Light thrown upon the 
Earth, and all the other particular chadtic 
| Bodies through the whole Mem, ry Were 
_ capable of receiving it. 

4 And Gov ſaw the Light that it was 
good, i. e. every Way agreeable to his Will, 
and a moſt important Benefit and Ornament 

to created Nature; and Gov divided the 
Light from the Darkneſs; i. e. ordained 
an eternal Diſtinction between them, to an- 
eber reſpectively the particular Purpgfes of 
his Providence; and ſo, that only a Part of 
the ſeveral opaque Bodies in the Univerſe, 

not having it inherent in themſelves, might 
be enlightened fully at one and the ſame 

Time. 

© And Govp called the Light Day, and 
the Darkneſs he called Night ; and, as 
by this Time the chaotic Earth had made 


one 


so PARAPHRASE: 


one entire Revolution round its Axis, the 
Evening, on which Gop began this Work, 
and the Morning, or that Part of the 
 taventy-four Hours in which the Light con- 
tinued to the ſame Part of the Terreſtrial 


Globe, were i. e. — J the firſt Day, 


of our Time. 
6 And then Gov ſaid let there be a 
Firmament, an atmoſphere, or Body of 


Air, + expanding itſelf and ſurrounding the 
Earth entirely, and let it be, in the Midſt 


of or betaveen the Waters, that are deſigned 
to be treaſured up in it, in Clouds and Va- 


pours above the Earth, in Order to be diſtill. 


ed or ſhed down upon it in Rains and 
Dews, for the Refreſhment of Man and 


Beaſt, and the Purpoſes of Vegitation, and 


let it divide the Waters of this Sort, from 


7 Hence the Hebrews always Hin their Day in 


the Evening, and ended it at the Beginning of the 


next Evening, when a new Day began. 


#* + And probably the whole immenſe Expanſe 
of ethereal Matter above the Air in which the Stars 
are fixed, and the Planets roll. 


Waters | 
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| Waters that AY on the Earth ad make 
a Part of 1 . 


7 And, accordingly, Gov made the Fir- 


mament to anſwer theſe Purpoſes, and di- 
vided the Waters which were under the 
Firmament, upon the Earth, from the 


Waters which were above, and floated in, 


the Firmament; and it was ſo, done that 
this Order remains the ſame to this Day, 
and will ds ſo to the End of Time. 


8 And Gop called the Firmament, or 


Expanſe of Air, &c. Heaven, becauſe, like 


the infinitely larger Expanſe of Ather, it 
ſurrounds the * Earth, and becauſe all the 


heavenly Bodies, perceived by Mankind, 
ſeem to be fixed in it, as their laſting Habi- 
tation, and, by this Time the yet unfiniſhed 
Earth had made another Revolution upon 


its Axis, agreeable to the Deſign of God in 
firſt giving it that Motion, ſo that, the 


lt is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Antediluvian 
Atmoſphere differed very much from ours, being re- 
pleniſned more abundantly with Water, and ſerved 


to ſupply the Univerſal Deluge, as ours with Fire E 


for the Purpoſes of the univerſal Conflagration. 
oO Event ng 
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Evening and the Morning were the ſe. 


cond Day. 
9 And Gov ſaid let the Waters, or 
more liquid. Parts of the terreftrial Globe, 
under the Heavens or Atmeſþhere, be ga- 
thered together in one Place, ſeparate 
from the more ſolid Parts, and let the dry 
Land, or more ſolid Parts appear entirely 
diſtinct, and it was ſo. 

10 And Gov called the dry Land 


| Earth, and the gathering together of he 


Waters, in large Quantities, called the 
Seas; and Gov ſaw that it was, all os 
be intended it ſhould be, good. 


11 And Gov ſaid let the Earth bring 


forth Graſs, the Herb yielding Seed, and 
the fruit Tree yielding Fruit after his 
Kind, whoſe Seed is in itſelf upon the 
Earth, and it was ſo. 

12 And the Earth brought forth Graſs, 
and Herb yielding Seed, after his Kind; 
and the Tree yielding Fruit, whoſe Seed 

is in itſelf, after his Kind; and Gop ſaw 
that it was good. 


13 And, the Earth 8 noi ELD 


another Revolution upon its Axis, the Even- 


ing 


_ Rt. A. 
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ing and Morning were the third Day. 


14 And Gov faid let, the ſeveral Lu- 
minous Bodies, lately kindled up in the A- 


_ thereal Expanſe, there be and remain fixed 


throughout all Time for Lights in the Fir- 


mament of Heaven, to divide the Day 


from the Night, as at the firſt, and let 


them be 40% for Signs and for Seaſons, 


and for Days and Years, for the Uſe of 
the Earth and its Inhabitants, and ſo of the 


other Planets reſpectively. And to anſwer 


this End the Almighty at the ſame Time 
communicated to the Earth, and the other 


planetary  Badies a PROJECTILE Force, 


which ¶ controuled by the Power of Gravita- 
tion) ſerved to carry them all round the Sun 
as a common Centre, though in very dif- 
ferent Periods of Time, according to their 
reſpeftrve Diflances ; and thus were produce 
ed the ſeveral Changes, ſo neceſſary to the 


Beauty and well-being of the Animal and 


vegetable World. 
is And, GOD ſaid let oa continue to 
befor Lights in the Firmamentof Heaven, 


to give Light upon the Earth, and regu- 
late the ſeveral Seaſons in perpetual Succeſ- 
fron, and it was ſo. 


1 16 And 
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16 And Gop having made what ap- 
Pear to the Inhabitants of the Earth, and for 
their Uſe eſpecially, two great Lights, call- 
ed the Sun and the Moon, he appointed the 
greater Light zhe Sun, to rule the Day; 
and the leſſer Light, he Moon, to rule 
the Night; for which Purpoſe, among 
others, he made the Stars alſo, both fixed 


and erratic. 


84 


17 And Gov ſet, i. e. ordained them 1 
appear in the Firmament of the Heaven, to 
give Light upon the Earth particularly, 
and preſerves them continually in their ſe- 


veral Stations and Orbits, for this and other 


benevolent Purpoſes of his Providence. 


18 And, eſpecially, to rule over the 
Day, and over the Night, and to divide 
the Light from the Darkneſs, for the 
| better Accommodation and Uſe of Man, and 


other living Creatures upon the Earth ; and 


Gov ſaw that it was good. 
19 And, the Earth 3 now ; fon iſhed 


another Revolution on its Axis, the Evening 


and the Morning were the fourth Day. 


Chap. 
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Chap. 6 | 
Thus the Creation and Diſpoſition of the 
viſible Heavens and the Earth were fi- 
| niſhed, and all the Hoſt of them; that 
is to ſay, the whole Solar Syſtem, of Sun and 
Planets, both primary and ſeconda ry ; the 
Comets and fixed Stars, with their reſpec- 
tive Planets inviſible to Men, were all 
brought into Exiſtence, and reduced to Or- | 
der, repleniſhed with their reſbective Pow- 
ers and Properties, and appointed to remain 
fixed in, or roll through the immenſe Space 
of created Nature, and fo fulfil the Pur 
pe of the Almighty's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
lead his intell. gent C reatures to love and 
adort Him. 
I would conclude this Eſſay ak ob- 
ſerving, that the ſtriking Repreſentation 
of the Solar Syſtem, which that noble 
Piece of Mechaniſm, the OxRERT gives 
us, will abundantly illuſtrate and con- 
firm all I have ſaid, and at the ſame 
Time excite, in 2 3 ordered Mind, a 
reverential Admiration of the glorious 
Perfections of the great Creator. An 


Hint to this Purpoſe, the Reader may 
take 
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take from the following Lines, which I 
have entitled THE ORRER TY, and which 
were intended firſt, to aſſiſt the young 
Mind in forming a general Idea of this 
Syſtem, and lead it to the great Former 
of the whole, and the gracious Savioux 
of Men. DS ; 


2 The Orrery is an aſtronomical Machine, deſigned 
to give ſuch as are not acquainted with the celeſtial 
Phenomena, ſome general Idea of them, according to 
the Copernican Syſtem ; where the SUN is repreſented 
as fixed in the Centre of the whole; and Mercury, 
Venus, the Earth and her Moon; Fupiter with his 
four Moons, and Saturn with his five, and his lucid 
Ring, moving round it in their reſpective Times; and 


likewiſe the ſeveral Moons moving round their reſ- 


pective primary Planets in the ſame Manner. 


THE 
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1 HERE in the Centre ſhines the Sun; 


Dim Saturn there, on Verge of Night, 
With his fve Moons, and Ring of Light, 


THE ORRER Y; 


- OR, A 


Diſplay of the SOLAR SYSTEM. 


„ The Undevout Aſtronomer is Mad.“ 3 
. Young. 


I. 


Here Mercury, Venus, Earth and Moon, 
Glide through the ZEthereal Plain; 
Next, by himſelf, rolls fiery Mars, 
Then belted Fove, and his four Stars, 
A bright lunarian Train. : 


II. 


3 K ˙————————BBů2 6 
A l 


His ample Circuit runs 
Beyond all theſe, in Space immenſe, 
The fixed Stars their Light diſpenſe, 
| To other Worlds the Suns. 


III. Lo xp, 
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III. 


Lo xp, while theſe Wonders I ſurvey, 
And trace them thro? their azure Way, 
I read thy mighty Name ! 
Their Light is but a Shade of THIN E; 
Yet whereſoe'er they roll or ſhine, 
Tu x Glories they proclaim. 


| | IV. 
But when, by Faith, I ſtretch my Sight, 


To Worlds of uncreated Light, 


Still brighter Wonders riſe; 


The Glories of thy ſaving Grace, 
Full beaming in IMMANUEL's Face, 


Salute my raviſh'd Eyes. 
v. 


Let Sun and Moons forſake the Sky, 


And all their ſplendid Beauties die, 
That Grace ſhall ſtill endure; 
Jz$vs till ſhine, and round his Throne, 


In Heavens to mortal Eyes unknown, 


His Saints ſhall live ſecure. 


ESSAY. 


VVV 


O N 

Tar NATURE axv NECESSITY 

KEEL 1IGT0N 
In a Series of 


LETTERS To a FRIEND. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THESE Letters are not meant as 
4 an Attack in Form upon the A- 
| bettors of Infidelity, but to give the well 
diſpoſed enquiring Mind a rational and 
comprehenfiveViewofRzL1cron,asfound- 
ed on the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 
and as it lies in the ſacred Writings 
taken in their plain common-ſenſe Mean- 
ing, unadulterated by over refined Cri- 

2 | ticiſms, 


oo ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 ticiſms, and ſophiſtical Daubings. A Ser- 


vice of ſome Importance, eſpecially to 
young Perſons, and ſuch as through the 
Want of a well conducted Education, or 
fromtheir peculiar Situations in Life „ may 
be more expoſed to the artful Inſinua- 
tions of the Enemies of Chriſtianity; 
the Number of which is not ſmall. 
Though ſome Things advanced in theſe 
Letters may appear out of the common 
Way, both to the Orthodox and Hetero- 
do; yet, if read and conſidered with 
Candour, the Author truſts they will be 
found, not only well intended, but ad- 
miſhble without the leaſt Prejudice to 
any one eſſential Doctrine of the Goſpel 


or Duty of Life. 


That Scheme of Religion, 8 
muſt certainly be the beſt, and moſt wor- 
thy of our Choice, which has the moſt 
natural and powerful Tendency to make 
us truly wiſe and good - moſt devout 
towards Gop; moſt humble and penitent 
for our Sins; moſt chaſte, temperate, 
and every Way ſober in ourſelves; moſt 
juſt and benevolent towards Mankind, 


and 


or” Ww 


was 
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and moſt deeply ſenſible of our Obliga- 
tions to redeeming Grace. 

However rational, or however Ortho- 
dox our Opinions, and however warm and 
lively our zeal about them, if they are not 
productive of ſolid Piety and Virtue they. 


are nothing to the Purpoſe. And it is 


poſſible that the different Diſpoſitions and 
Feelings of the human Mind in different 
Perſons, may render ſome Diverſity in 
their religiousSentiments neceſſary, while 
in the preſent imperfect State. What 
would moſt effectually move a rational 
Thinker, would have very little or no In- 
fluence upon one of weaker Intellects, 
and warmer Paſſions; and ſo in the con- 
trary Caſe, which ſhould teach us to 
treat thoſe who differ from us, with the 


greateſt Candour, and with that Charity 


that thinketh no Evil. 


LETTER 


A general View of the Subjef?— ſhewing i 
that there muſt be Religion, becauſe Man 
is endued with Reaſon and Moral Senſe. 


DEAR SIR, 
X CCORDING to my promiſe I here 
ſend you my firſt Letter on Rer1- 
cov. A great and intereſting Subject. 
By Re11610NT mean, theBelief, Acknow- 
ledgment, and Worſhip of the Oxx ox- 
LY LIVING AND TRUE Gop, and Obe- 
| dience to his Laws. And thus I in- 
_ clude the Practice both of Piety and Vir- 
tue, as being indeed inſeparably con- 
_ nected, and abſolutely neceſſary to form a 
' juſt and perfect Character amongſt Men. 

It has been ſaid by ſome Philoſophers, 
that there may be Religion without Vir- 
tue, and Virtue without Religion. I 
grant there may be ſome Pretenſions to the 
one where the other is wanting, but not 
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the Reality. An Atheiſt cannot be a com- 
plete Moraliſt, or carry his Morality be- 
yond his preſent Convenience. And even 
the little ſuperficial Semblance of Virtue 
he may poſſeſs, is owing to the natural 
Force of a Principle in him, the Ex- 
iſtence of which he denies. - On the other 
Hand, if the Immoral make any Preten- 
ſions to Religion, they are merely Pre- 
tenſions, and in Reality nothing more than 
Hypocriſy or Superſtition. True Reli: 
gion, fuch as I mean, is a vital Princi- 
ple of divine Love, uniting the Will of a 
moral Agent with the Will of Gov. 
True Virtue is the Imitation of Gop, re- 
ſulting from that Principle; or a Copy of 
the moral PerfeCtions of the Dzirr (ſo 
far as they can be copied by us) from 
a Principle of Love to him. For as the 
Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Gop i Love, and 
he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in Gop 
and God in him. That is to ſay, he that 
is truly religious, loves Gop and his 
Neighbour from his Heart; which in- 
cludes the whole of Religion and Virtue. 

This 


04 . ON THE NATURE, &c. Let. I. 


This is the Apoſtle's Philoſophy ; and it 
is the moſt ſimple, juſt, manly. * 
Religion ſuppoſes two 'Things—FZirP, 
that there is a Gov, or Supreme Being 
poſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfection, the 
Maker and moral Governor of the World. 
_ Secondly, that Man is capable of this mo- 


* It muſt be granted, that ſome Degree of Virtue, 
ſo far as reſpeQs ſocial Life, or the Duties we owe to 
one another, is found amongſt ſome of the moſt unen- 
| lightened Heathens, who have nothing that can be 
called Religion, or the Worſhip of Gov amongſt | 
them ;—but then, this is all;—and having no No- 
tion of a Gov the moral Governor of the World, nor 
| of a future State, all the Motives to that little Virtue 
they have, ariſe only from the Hope and Fear of the 
Good and Evil of the preſent Life. And though they 


believe that ſome inviſible Powers diſtribute this tem- | 


poral Good and Evil as due, yet they pay them no re- 
ligious Worſhip, except that of appealing to them in 
their Oaths. See Mar/den's Hift. of Sumatra, p. 
198. 250, &c. But even theſe poor Creatures are 
not abſolute Atheiſts. An Atheiſt believes no invi- 
| fible Power that pugiſhes Perjury, even in this World, 
and therefore cannot be bound by the moſt ſacred Tie 
of an Oath. ER ; 
„ ral 
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ral Government of Gov, and actually 
under it. Theſe Truths are ſo near to 
ſelf-evident, ſo agreeable to the Conſti- 
tution and Feelings of our Nature, and 
ſo clear of all Abſurdity, or Inconſiſtency 
with Reaſon, that they have been uni- 
verſally admitted, by, at leaſt, the civi- 
lized Part of Mankind, in all Ages of 
the World, a few ſceptical Philoſophers 
excepted, who, with all their Subtilty, 
could never make even themſelves be- 
| heve the contrary, or reſt intirely Satis- 
fied in their own Schemes, finding ſome- 
thing in their Hearts oppoſing their fa- 
vourite Doctrines, and pleading the Cauſe 
of Religion. Man feels himſelf a de- 
pendent Creature, earneſtly defirous of 
Happineſs ; and when he thinks with- 
out Prejudice, feels. that Religion is the 
only ſure Ground on which he can 
ſafely reſt the Hope of obtaining it. 
The more attentively he contemplates 
himſelf, the World about him, and the 
Evidence that every where pours in upon 
him, of the Exiſtence of a Dz1ry, and of 
his moral Perfections, the more clearly 
he 
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he perceives there muſt be ſuch a Thing 
as RzLicion; and, if any Religion at all, 
that it muſt be that taught in the BisLe 
there being no other that will ſtand the 
Teſt of a ſober, rational, and impartial 


Examination, this will in every eſſential 
Article, when taken, as it lies there, in 


its genuine Simplicity. 
By Max here, indeed, I mean the 
more intelligent and civilized Part of the 


human Race; mere Savages, are ſcarcely 


poſſeſſed of thoſe abſtract and ſpiritual 


| Tdeas which Religion neceſſarily implies, 
and conſequently not of any Lan- 
guage ſuited to the proper Expreſſion of 


them; yet even Savages are capable of 


being taught ſuch Ideas and Language 


as Experience ſhews. They are rational 
Beings, and poſſeſs ſome Degree of 
moral Light and Feeling, and, therefore, 


may be ſoon brought to conceive tole- 
rably well of the leading Truths of Re- 
ligion by proper Inftruction : As; that, 


they owe their Exiſtence to ſome living 
Power inviſible to Senſe; that this in- 


viſible Power 1 is the great Cauſe of all 
other 
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other Beings, and ſovereign Lord of all; 
that they are dependent on him for the 
Continuance of their Exiſtence, and owe 
all their Comforts to his Goodneſs; that 
what they perceive of moral Right and 
Wrong, are but the general Outlines of 
his moral Law written in their Hearts; 
that they owe him religious Reverence, 
Love, Gratitude, Obedience, Confi- 
dence; that their being liable to Sickneſs 
and Death, 1s owing to their having failed 
of their Duty, and offended him ; that 
his Favour 1s the greateſt Happineſs, and 


his Diſpleaſure the greateſt Miſery, 


&c. Thus inſtructed they may be led on 
to the main diſtinguiſhing: Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity : And the very Capacity for 
ſuch Inſtruction ſhews that the human 
Mind is formed for Religion. 

As for the Diverſity of Opinions about 


the Modes and Forms of religious Faith 


and Worſhip, which the metaphyſical or 
ſuperſtitious Geniuſes of ſome of the 
Profefiors of Chriſtianity have invented 

and adorned with the venerable Title 
of OxTHopoxrY, in Contradiſtinction to 


G all 
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all who entertain different Sentiments, 
we have nothing to do with them here, 
in this general View of the Subject. All 
truly good Men, of rational Piety, agree 
in every Thing fundamentally neceſſary to 
the truly religious Character. As for 
ſuch as are governed by the Caprice of 


falſe, Philoſophy, and Self-conceit ; or the 


obſtinate Prejudices of weak Zeal, Igno- 
rance, and Enthuſiaſm, they would 
wrangle about the plaineſt Truths in the 
World (if they had nothing elſe to wran- 
gle about) and at the ſame Time ſwal- 
low the groſſeſt Abſurdities, when they 
happen to ſuit their vitiated Taſte. But 
none of theſe 'Things afford any ſolid Ob- 
jection againſt true Religion, any more 
than the different Opinions of Man- 
kind about the Doctrines of Reaſon, 
would do againſt Reaſon itſelf. In the 
Religion of the Bible, every Thing eſer- 
tial to Virtue and Happineſs is as clearly 
and fully expreſſed to the ſerious and 


teachable Mind, as any Subject pro- 
poſed to the Underſtanding of Mankind, 


can be. In the e State of human 


Nau, 
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Nature, a Degree of Weakneſs will un- 
avoidably mingle itſelf with all our Rea- 
ſonings, even about the moſt common 
Concerns of this Life,as well as about our 
Religion ; but as this will not warrant our 
Neglect of the former, it certainly will 


not warrant our RejeQion of the latter. 


Our Miſtakes will be forgiven, if our 
Hearts are right in the Sight of Gov 
and our Conduct ſincerely pious, Juſt, 


and benevolent. 


Man is the only Creature of this lower 
World that is capable of Religion; 
which ſhews that he is deſigned for it, 
and that it is his Duty and Intereſt, to at- 
tend to it. What renders him the Sub- 
ject of Religion is, his being endued with 


a moral Senſe, * or a Capacity for mo- 


ral Light and Feeling; That is, with, a 


* The SED Nature of the human Soul affords a 
much ſtronger Argument for its Immortality than any 


Thing that can be ſaid about its Immateriality. Fur 


we may argue thus We ſee Man capable of think- 
1 ing and reaſoning about Things of a moral and 
« ſpiritual Nature, and of extending his Thoughts 
epodd the preſent Life, which proves that he is 
— the moral Government of Gov and conſe- 


G 2 157 Os 


io. 
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a Faculty or Power of Perception, Res. 
ſoning, Conſcioutheſs, &c. not in reſped 
of natural Subjects only, but alſo par. 
ticularly in reſpect of moral, when pro- 
perly preſented to him; ſo that he i; 
capable of perceiving the Obligations and 
Motives of his Duty to God and Man, 
and of reaſoning upon them, and feel. 
ing their Force. 

This moral Principle or Capacity. in 
Man is eſſential to his Nature, the grand 
Characteriſtic that diſtinguiſhes him 
from the Brute. Tis in reſpect of this 
that he is ſaid now, as well as at fir/t, to 
be made after the Image of Gop; “ which is 


« quently deſigned for a future State of immortal Ex- 
„ iſtence.““ But even this is no more than the Evidence 
of Probability though ſtrong Probability. For full and 
entire Satisfaction, we muſt have Recourſe to the ſa- 
cred Oracles. Reaſon "approves of the Idea of th: 
| Soul's Immortality, when hinted, but cannot, clearly 
and indubitably demonſtrate it, without the BIB LE; 
even traditionary Revelation will go but a little 
Way towards abſolutely Deciſion in this Point. 


* Gen. i 1. 27. 2 Cor. Ri. G, Jam. iii. 9. 2 ca. 
iti, 18. Col. 1 iii. 10. 


neyer 
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never ſaid of any of the brute Creation, 
and which, therefore, is his greateſt Glo- 
ry, next to that ſtill more complete Like- 
neſs which takes Place when he becomes 
a new Man in Chriſt, and which will be 
perfeCted in the heavenly World; it is, 
indeed, the Ground on which that Like- 
neſs. is drawn by the divine Hand. A- 
mongſt the brutal Tribes there are ſtrong 
Traces (as before hinted) of a lower 
Kind of Intellect, Knowledge, Memory, 


and Reaſoning. They are affected with 


compare one Thing with another, and 
draw Inferences from the Obſervations 
| they make, and therefore muſt be poſ- 
ſeſſed of a lower Degree of Reaſon — 


—— They alſo know, 
« And Reaſon, not contemptibly.” ® 


„ Milt, Par, Loſt. b. ii. v. 373+ 


Mon 


the ſeveral Objects around them, can 


But they don't appear at all capable of 
even the leaſt Degree of the Knowledge 


Reflection, or, in a Word, of Thinking 


/ 


—_” 
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of tho and his Perfections; z of a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments, or of 


the Laws and Sanctions of the moral 


Government of the Dzirr; and there. 
fore not capable of Religion and Virtue; 
cannot perceive moral Truths, or be 
affected with them; all that has any Ap 
pearance of this Kind of Senſe in them, 
reſpects ' only that Obedience which 
they owe to Man, and the Effects of his 
Approbation or Diſpleaſure. Man pol. 


ſeſſes far nobler and more exalted Powers 


and Capacities; is conſcious of the Ma- 
jeſty and Authority of the SurREMI BI. 
ING, can contemplate his adorable Per. 
fections, underſtanding his Laws and 
their Sanctions, and feel their Influence; 
—Religion and Virtue, therefore, are not 
only conſonant to his Nature, but eſſentially 
neceſſary to its Happineſs. The Conduct 
of Brutes is more generally governed by 
Inflin* than by Reaſon. But enlightened 


What I»fiin® is, is hard to ſay; perhaps, the 
mere Energy of the ALMicarTy, which diffuſes it- 
ſelf theough univerſal Nature, impelling and dired- 


Reaſon 


* 
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Reaſon, and the moral Senſe, are the 
chief governing Powersin Man ; and are 
given him on Purpoſe to over-rule and di- 
rect the ſtrong Propenſities of his In- 
ſtint, to their proper Ends, and ſuch as 
become his moral Nature. So far, there- 
fore, as Man lays aſide his Reaſon and 
moral Feelings, to follow the Dictates 
of his mere inſtinctive Propenſities; he 
degrades his Nature and ſinks himſelf 
down to the level of a Brute; and ſo on 
till he becomes, what the Brutes are not 
capable of becoming—an incarnate Devil. 
As to the Eſſence of the human Soul, 
it is beyond the Limits of our Compre- 
henſion at preſent ; the greateſt Philo- 
ſophers, after their utmoſt Efforts of In- 


1 


ing all the Operations of her active Powers, to their 


ud natural Ends, independent of the Influence of Rea- | 
| by fon, or—A Kind of vital Stimulus or Propenſity to 
ned Action, excited by ſome ſudden Impreſſion from ex- 


ternal Objects, adapted to the Purpoſe. Reaſon is not 
properly our actuating moving Principle, but deſigned 


to enable us to underſtand, and judge of the Subjects . 
s it. before it, and guide our inſtinctive en in its 
rect- . 


17 
en 


e357 1 quiry, 
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quiry, have not been able to tell us, 


with any Certainty, what it is. It ap. 
| pears, however, to be poſſeſſed of di- 


vers diſtinguiſhable Capacities, Faculties, 


Capacity of receiving Impreſſions, Ideas, 
or Images of Things without us, by the | 
Medium of the bodily Senſes; Reflection, 
or the Power of contemplating thoſe 


Ideas, comparing, ſeparating, multiply- 


ing them, &. Memory, or the Pow- 


er of retaining and recolleCting thoſe 


Ideas, &c. upon various Occaſions ; the 
Vill, or Power of Volition, by which 
it chuſes or refuſes what 1s propoſed 


to it; the Power of Self-determination, 


which, under the Direction of the 


Underſtanding and Judgment, fixes the 


Volitions, or determines the Actings 
of the Will, this Way or that, at Plea- 
ſure; and Conscience, which is a Mo- 


nitor to the Will, and its ſelf-determin- 
ing Power; and likewiſe a Witneſs, or 
that which bears Teſtimony for or a- 
gainſt what is reſolved and done, and 


particularly in Aorals. All this every 
EE Man, 
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Man, who attends to the Feelings and 
Operations of his own Mind, finds in him- 
ſelf. Hence it appears, that the human 
Soul is a vital Principle (at leaſt Capa- 
city) of intellectual Light and moral Feel- 
ing, which by Mediums, adapted by its 
great Parent to the Purpoſe, perceivec, 
thinks, reaſons, wills, determines, &c. not 
only about material Objects, but imma- 
terial alſo; and of theſe, about the mo- 
ral as well as phyſical or natural. But 
after all, and even with the Help of di- 
vine Revelation, we muſt remain igno- 
rant, of many Particulars concerning 
this nobler Part of ourſelves, and ac- 
knowledge it to be at preſent, an impe- 
netrable Myſtery. But in Truth, there 
is no more Occaſion for a preciſe philo- 
ſophical Knowledge of the Eſſence of 
our Souls, in order to underſtand, and 
properly diſcharge the Duties of Life, 
and purſue our true Happineſs with Suc- 
ceſs, than there is for our philoſophical 
Acquaintance with the Powers of Dige/tion 
and Nutrition, in order to the Support of 
ry ; | Eo 
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our natural Life and Strength; or for 
the manual Artiſt to underſtand the A. 
natomical Reaſons or Cauſes of muſcular 


Motion, in order to make a proper Uſe 
of his Tools. 


1 am, &c. 


| L E T- 
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Farther Obſervations on the Mind of Man, 
and the Diſpenſation he is under. 


HE moral Senſe, of which I have 
been ſpeaking, as it exiſts now un- 
under the Advantages of divine Revela- 
tion, you will obſerve, my dear Sir, 
goes by various Names amongſt Man- 
kind, ſuch as Reaſon, Conſcience, moral 
Inſtinct, Light and Law of Nature; Grace, 
CarisT, the Spirit within us; juſt as their 
various Opinions and Prejudices about 
Religion happen to dictate. But they 
all agree there is 80METHING in every 
Man that renders him the Subject of mo- 
ral Government, or, which is all one, of 
| Religion and Virtue, and that tells him 
they are neceſſary to his Happineſs. 
When, therefore I uſe the Words Rea- 
fon, Conſcience, or moral Senſe, &c. I mean 
in general the ſame Thing, (viz.) that 
univerſal Principle which enters eſſentially 
into the Conſtitution of the human Na- 


- ture, 
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ture, and which is the main Spring or 
grand Medium the Derry makes Uſe of 
in the Adminiſtration of his moral Go- 
vernment amongſt us. | 
I do not pretend to determine, whe- 
ther this moral Principle, call it by what 
Name you pleaſe, be an igſtinctive Prin- 
ciple only; nor whether the Soul itſelf 
be a mere Blank (though potential) Capa- 
city, deriving all its primary Ideas from 
without, by ſome peculiar Emotions of 
the Nerves or Brain, or medullary Sub- 
{tance excited by external Objects; be 
theſe Enquiries anſwered which way they 
may, they leave my Argument the ſame; 
for either Way a moral Perception and 
Feeling is allowed; which ſhews the Ne- 
ceſſity and Importance of Religion and 
Virtue to human Happineſs, and that 
they are perfectly connatural to the Mind 
of Man. The Reader who wiſhes to look 
into theſe Queſtions may conſult the Doc- 
rors Reid, Oſwald, Beattie, Hartley, Prięſtley. 
This Principle, however, does not appear 
to be a mere blind Inflint, on the one 
Hand or, a mere mechanical Effect on 
5 che 
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the other; but a vital operative moral 
Light, eſſential to our Conſtitution, and 
neceſſary to render us the Subjects of the 
moral Government of Gop. Nor have 
I any Doudt of the Souls Immortality. 
I acknowledge that this Principle, as, 
indeed, the whole of the Conſtitution of 
Man, however perfect in the State of 
Innocence in which our firſt Parents 
were created, is now, in fallen Man, mi- 
ſerably diſordered and impaired, and 
would have been intirely loſt to a/l that 
ig good, had it not been for the Mercy 
of Gov in his Sox; but through him is fo 
far reſtored to all Mankind, as to ren- 
der them ſtill properly moral Agents, or 
Subjects of the moral Government of 
Go D.“ And becauſe even this Reſto- 
ration is a Matter of pure unmerited Fa- 


As to the fallen and depraved State of human 
Nature, not only the ſacred Scriptures, but ſome of 
the greateſt of the Heathen Writers, led by their own 
Feelings and Obſervation, allow it; and repreſent 
Mankind as deplorably darkened, debilitated, and 
prone to Vice and Wickedneſs, againſt the Light and 


f | | vour 
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vour to fallen Man, is oppoſed to his 
corrupt Propenſities, and tends to his 
Happineſs, it ſeems more honourable 
to the divine Goodneſs and every Way 
moſt reaſonable, to call it Grace than 


 Remonſtrances of a Principle within. Horace ſays, 
Sat. iii. I. i. ; 


« Nam vitiis nemo fine naſcitur, optimus ille eſt 
«© Qui minimis Urgetur.”? 


And Juvenal very juſtly obſerves, as the Conſe- 
| quence of our natural Depravity | 


6 — Quoniam Dociles imitandis 
„ Turpibus ac pravis omnes ſumus ;j''—— 


Sat. XIV. 


However, that Mankind are in a State of miſerable 
Degeneracy, with ſtrong Propenſities to Vice, is ſo no- 
torious a Fact, that none but a few over refined Spe- 
culiſts in Religion, pretend to deny it. But for all 
this, (and carry this Depravity ever ſo far, ) it cannot 
be denied, that there is a very powerful Principle 
within every Man, as well as a vaſt Variety of Mo- 
tives without, to ſtimulate, and affiſt his Endeavours 
after moral Excellence: So that the profligate Liber- 
tine who would fain ſhelter his Wickedneſs under 
the Pretence of his moral Impotence, and the Vio- 
| lence of his depraved Appetite, will find at laſt, that 
he has miſerably impoſed on himſelf. 


Nature, 
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Nature, though an eſſential Concomitant 
of it, and an inſeparable Ingredient in 
its preſent Conſtitution. And I call it an 
univerſal Principle, becauſe all Men, 
more or leſs, diſcover ſuch Perceptions 
and Feelings as naturally ariſe from ſuch 
a Principle, and which cannot be other- 
wiſe rationally accounted for; and be- 
cauſe the ſacred Writings themſelves 
ſpeak the ſame Language; for there we 
read of CRHRIsT as the Light which en- 
lighteneth every Man coming into the World 
— the Grace of God appearing unto all 
Men—that as Sin hath abounded, fo Grace 
hath much more abounded, and that even 
the Gentiles have a Law written in their 
Hearts, for which they are accountable 

to Gop, the Fudge of all. 
If we may call this univerſal Principle Grace, or 
the Effect of the undeſerved Goodneſs of Gov through 
his So, I ſhould think the vehement Diſputes about 
Grace, Free- will, Redemption, &c. which have ſo 
long diſturbed the Peace of the Church, wounded the 
Vitals of Chriſtian Charity, and given Spirit and De- 
light to the Infidel, might be eaſily adjuſted between 
all cool, candid, and truly pious Contenders on both 


By 
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* this gracious Gift, communicated 
from the Father of Lights, the Reaſon 


and Underſtanding of Man, which would 


be otherwiſe totally dark, as to the great 
Concerns of his Duty and Happineſs, is 
illuminated; and his Conſcience, which 
would otherwiſe be deſtitute of all vir- 
tuous Feelings, becomes ſenſible of them; 
not, indeed, in the fame Degree in all, 


yet ſo far as is neceſſary to render them 


properly the Subjects of God's moral Go- 
J 8 8 

It ſhould be obſerved, however, that 
the moral Feelings of the Heart, do not 
always come up to the Light of the Un- 
derflanding. There are Men of keen pe- 


netrating Genius, and of extenſive 


Knowledge, even in Religion and Mo- 


rals, who, notwithſtanding, have very 
little moral Senſibility; on the contrary, 


Sides. This would be the Caſe, if plain Scripture 
were more reverently, and without Prejudice, attend- 


ed to, and human Creeds not ſo implicitly regarded, 


John i. 9. Rom. v. 20. Tit. ii. 11. Rom. ii. 14, 
35. Heb. xii. 23. 
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there are ſome of very weak reaſoning 
Powers, and very low Attainments in 
ſpeculative Knowledge, whoſe moral 
Feelings are very ſenſible and lively. 
For though this moral Principle or Capa- 
city, as at firſt imparted by the Dzirx, 
be in general the ſame in all Men, yet, 
natural Temper, Education, Example, &c. 
as they are good or bad, together with 
the various Occurrences, and Situations 
in Life, will ſoon make a very conſide- 
rable Difference in its Influence and 
Effects: And where the proper Means 
of its Cultivation are lighted, the Bro- 
penſities to Vice incident to all Men in 
their fallen State, wilfully indulged, in 
ſpite of all its Remonſtrances and Prompt- 
ings to the contrary, and Gov in juſt 
Diſpleaſure, withdraws his gracious Aſ- 
fiſtance,. this heavenly Principle has, in 
many ſad Inſtances, been ſo weakened 
and impaired by Degrees, as to leave 
the wretched Offenders to ſink into the 
Depths of Wickedneſs, ſpiritual Blind- 
neſs, and Stupidity ; but where, under 


the divine Influence, i it has been properly 
1 2 | H attende 
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attended to and cultivated, it has encreaſ.- 
ed in Strength and Prevalence, ſo as to 
raiſe the Character of the Subjects of it 
to very high and diſtinguiſhing Degrees 
of moral Excellence; witneſs the young 
Man mentioned in the Goſpel, of whom 
it is ſaid, that Ixs us beholding Him, loved 
him; while in others, through the {till 
more abounding Grace of Gop, and the 
Power of his Word and Spirit, it grows, 
expands, aſpires, and ripens into what the 
Scriptures call a new Birth, a new Crea- 
ture, a new Man in CHRIST * 
_ Upon 


* Hence it appears, that what is called Regenera- 
tion, may not conſiſt in an entirely new Principle, in- 

| Rantaneouſly communicated, or infuſed into the 
Mind, as ſome imagine; but is rather this vital Spark 
itſelf kindled up into a more large and vigorous Flame 
by the ALMIGHTY; or, a more abundant Degree 
of the ſame heavenly Light thrown upon this univer- 
ſal Principle by the Spirit of Gop, accompanied 
with ſtronger and more laſting Impreſſions in favour 


of Piety and Virtue, and a more lively Taſte for the 
Pleaſures they afford : And which, as communicated 
through the Mediator, may be very properly called a 
new Man in Chriſt, a Being born of the Spirit, &c. . 
| | But 


Leu II. Or RELIGION. we. 


Upon this Moral Senſe, all Religion in 
the Heart of Man is engrafted; and with 


this all external Revelation of the Mind 


of Gov will perfectly harmonize, becauſe 
they both ſpring from the ſame Foun- 
tain of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


and both tend to the ſame End, (viz.) to 


lead Mankind to the Knowledge, Like- 
neſs, and Enjoyment of Gop, as their 
ſupreme. Felicity. * To this Principle, 

there- 


But be this as it may, the Effeck is ſtill the ſame; 'a 


new ſpiritual and eternal Life is then begun in the 


Soul, a Life peculiar to them who are, indeed, in 
CurisT JESUS, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, united 
to him, and quickened together with him, as their 
ever-living Head of Holineſs and Bliſs. A Life, 
therefore, that muſt be aſcribed to the Power and 


Grace of Gop, and not to tres, or the Power 


of Man. 


* „Poor, wretched, polluted, as thou art in thy 
{© outward Nature,“ ſays an ingenious Writer, “thou 
„ haſt within thee a Seed of eternal Life, — a Son 


of the ſecond Adam; a Reconception of the Light 
and Love of Gop; an Angel near its new Birth. 


„To this Seed, this Birth, this Son, this Reconcep- : 


" N 7 this Angel! in thy Breaſt, belongs the Kingdom 
; H 2 | 6 of 
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therefore, all the Inſtructions, Exhorta- 
tions, Warnings, &c. of ſuch a Revela- 


« of Heaven; the pure Elements of Light, Life, and 
« Love. Jz$8Us CRRIS＋C hath ſown in thy Heart, 
&* and in the Hearts of all thy Fellow-Sinners, this 
«© Seed of his heavenly Natue, &c."? 

Duche's Diſcourſes, vol. i. p. 204, 205, 207, 


Theſe Diſcourſes I have had the Pleaſure of per- 
uſing long ſince theſe Papers were written. I cannot in- 


deed agree with the worthy Author in every Thing he 


advances, and he ſometimes expreſſes himſelf a little 


too much in the Stile of Myſticiſm ; yet he has pretty 


fully expreſſed my Idea in the above Paſſage, about a 
ſeminal Principle of moral and ſpiritual Life in Man- 


kind. And I will here take the Opportunity to ob- 
| ſerve, that the Scriptures countenance the Idea here 


thrown out of a ſeminal Principle of moral and ſpiri- 


tual Life in all Men: Our Lord ſays his Word is 
| Spirit and Life: And the Apoſtle Philip ii. 16. calls 


the Goſpel the Word of Life. Says elſewhere tis quick 
and powerful, The Pſalmiſt- ſays, thy Word hath 


 quickened ne. Where by the Word, we muſt under- 


ſtand the whole of divine Revelation, the Law writ- 


ten in the Heart, as well as that written in the Bible; 


of which Word the Idea of Gov is the very firſt 
Article and Ground of all the Religion, Virtue, and 


Happineſs there is in this World of Man, and this is 


common to all, 


tion 


es. watt" 
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tion are addreſſed, and by this will be 
cordially received, however diſagreeable 
they may. be to the Conceptions and 
falſe Reaſonings of our fallen Nature, 


and however reſiſted and borne down 
by them. 


To theſe general Hints I ſhall ſpeak 
more particularly in the following Let- 
ters; conſider them, and dont decide 
againſt what I have advanced *till you 
have gone through the whole. 


I am, &c, 


H 3 1.2 T. 
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LETTER: 


The Neceſſity of Religion, and its Con- 
gruity to the human Mind, further evin- 

ced from the Conſideration of the moral 

Perfections of Gob, and his being the mo- 
ral Governor of the World; and that 
there are two Principles in Man. 45 


OU will, my dear Sir, from what 

X has been already ſaid, allow, That 
Man muſt certainly be a moral Agent. 
It is, indeed, a ſelf-evident Truth, and 
what every Man feels, more or leſs in 
his own Heart. From hence then we 
may infer the moral Nature of the Deity; 
or that the ſupreme Being is poſſeſſed of 
all moral Excellencies and Perfections; 
molt Wiſe, Holy, Righteous, Benevolent, 
&c. He that formed the Eye, ſhall not he 
fee ? He that teacheth Man Knowledge, ſhall 
not he know 2? We find the moral Excel- 


lencies - | 


lencies of Truth, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Good- 
neſs, &c. at leaſt the firſt Principles of 
ſuch Excellencies, amongſt Men in ge- 


neral, more or leſs; they muſt have 


their Origin ſomewhere, and where can 


we rationally ſuppoſe it to be, but in the 


infinitely perfect and ſelf-exiſting Spi- 


rit. And what can be intended by the 


Communication of them, but (amongſt 
bother Things) to exhibit to us a Copy of 
his own moſt adorable moral Character? 


And accordingly this Idea of Gop, has 
been univerſally admitted, as an un- 
doubted, moſt important, and delightful 


Truth, in all Ages of the World, a few 
excentric Geniuſes, intoxicated with the 


Pride of imaginary Wiſdom, excepted. 
And if there be ſuch a Gov, he muſt 
be the moral as well as natural Governor 


of the World. The very Idea of ſuch 
Perfections in Gov, and ſuch a Nature 


and Capacity in Man, neceſſarily leads us 
to this Concluſion. And, indeed, with- 
out the Belief or Perſwaſion in our 
Minds of the Exiſtence of ſuch a Deity 
and Government, we could have no Cer- 

tainty 
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tainty in any Thing, however intereſting 
or neceſſary to our Happineſs - All around 
us would be involved in the moſt horrid 


mental Darkneſs and Confuſion — No | 
Light to direct our moſt important En- _ 


quiries No Dependence upon our moſt 
rational Concluſions ;—but abſolute Scep- 
tiſm, the Sum Total of all our Acquiſi- 


tions in Knowledge; and the Condition 


of Man infinitely worſe than that of 


the Beaſt that periſneth. How ſhocking 


the Thought! 


But in the Belief of an allwiſe: juſt, 
and good Gop, the moral as well as na- 
_ tural Governor of the World, we have 


a moſt ſolid and ſure Ground to reſt 
upon in all our Enquiries after Hap- 
pineſs, and the Hope of obtaining "Ap 
Something to guide us in every Difh- 
culty, comfort us in every Diſtreſs, and 
to aſſure us that a right Conduct here, 


will certainly iſſue in our eternal Felicity 


in a future State! How ſoothing and de- 
lightful is ſuch a Belief | How well cal- 


culated to preſerve the good Order of the 


World, to animate our Exertions in our 
reſpeQive 


YT IP” % — ber 


Let. JI. OF RELIGION. 121 
reſpective Lines of Duty, inſpire us with 
Patience and Fortitude in the Face of 
the greateſt Dangers, and to enable us 
to meet even the awful Hour of Death 
with the moſt rational Tranquillity ! 
Who then that has the leaſt Regard for 
his own Happineſs, and that of Society, 
would not embrace ſuch a Sentiment | 
And, if theſe Things are ſo, there 
mult be ſuch a Thing as RzL1c1on: It 
naturally follows from the Belief of the 
moral Perfections of Gop, and the mo- 
ral Nature of Man. The Fact, how- 
ever, certainly 1s, that Mankind in ge- 
neral ſo ſenſibly feel themſelves under 
the Government of ons s8UrREME Mo- 
RAL BEING, of infinite Knowledge, Pow- 
er, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and perceive ſuch 
a cloſe Connection between true Religion 
and Happineſs, that they cannot, with- 
out doing Violence to their Natures, en- 
* tertain a ſerious Doubt of the Matter: 
In a Word, they feel the Neceſlity and 
Importance of Religion, and its Suitabi- 
lity to their Condition. Wo 
The Nature and Conſtitution of the 
human 


122 ON THE NATURE, &c. Let, Ill, 


human Mind, not only renders it pecu- | 
liarly capable of the Knowledge of Gop, 


and of his Perfections, and of Obedience 
to his Will, but alſo of the moſt exalted 
Delight in the Conſciouſneſs of his Fa- 


vour, on the one Hand, and of the moſt 


exquiſite Pain in that of his Diſpleaſure 
on the other, which ſhews that it is, in 
particular, formed for the Duties and 


Pleaſures of Religion ;—To ſee ſuch a 


Being as Man poſſeſſed of Powers capable 
of anſwering ſuch high and important 
Ends as thoſe above hinted, and yet ſup- 


| poſe no ſuch Ends deſigned to be an- 


ſwered by his Exiſtence, is the moſt ir- 


rational and abſurd Suppoſition that can 


be conceived. While, therefore, there 


is ſuch a Being as Gov, and ſuch a Crea- 
ture as Man, there muſt be Religion; 


it is the neceſſary Reſult of that Conſti- 
tution of Things we are under—It is the 


Language of Reaſon and Conſcience, 


and the moral Principle inſeparable from 
them; and therefore what theſe Powers 
in their due Exerciſe will always ap- 
prove, however violently the Corrup- 


tions 
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tions of our Natures may oppoſe them. 
Infatuated even to Madneſs muſt the 
Wretch be that renounces Religion! 
He fights againſt Gov, and his own 
Conſcience, and plunges himſelf head- 
long into the Gulph of eternal Darkneſs 
and Miſery |! > 
And, indeed, the Neceſſity and Im- 
portance of Religion is a Matter ſo 
clear, that not only here and there one 
of a particular Caſt of Mind, but Perſons 
of all Ranks, 'Tempers, and Conditions 
of Life, in all Ages of the World, even 
Heathens themſelves, have admitted it, 
and the Obligations reſulting from it ; 
that is, they have acknowledged, and, 
in their ignorant and ſuperſtitious Man- 
ner, have worſhipped ſome Deity, and per- 
ceived and maintained ſome Difference 


between Virtue and Vice. And the 


more enlightened and improved in moral 
Sentiment they have been, the more 
clear and explicit they have alſo been in 


theſe Acknowledgments ; that is, they 
have been, the more ſenſible of a ſu- 


preme Power, the Maker and Lord of 
„ All, 
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all, and of the Propriety and Neceſſity 
of ſome Worſhip to be paid to him, and 


of the moral Purity of Mind, and Recti- 


tude of Conduct, in which the ſupreme 
Excellency of Man conſiſts. It is true the 


Worſhip of the Heathens was rather the 


Effect of Fear than of Love; their whole 
Train of Sacrifices, Rights, and Ceremo- 
nious breathe the Spirit of Dread of the 
Vengeance of their Deities; Love was out 


of the Queſtion. It is only the Religion 
of Cnr1srT that ſets the awful Attributes 
of Dir in a truly amiable Light; in- 
ſpires us with ſupreme Love to him, and 


leads us to worſhip him with a real 


heartfelt Delight in him ;—TZeir Songs 


of Praiſe, to the Objects of their Wor- 
| ſhip, were compoſed in the Stile of ſer- 


vile Flattery rather than affectionate Gra- 
titude: Yer ſtill there was that amongſt 
them which they called Religion, and 


thought it of Importance to their Hap- 
pineſs, though they miſtook its Nature. 
To the Truth of theſe Obſervations, 
the religious Ceremonies of all Nations, 
and the moral Writings of their Philo- 


ſophers, 


— 
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ſophers, particularly thoſe of Greece and 
Rome, bear the cleareſt Teſtimonies. * 
« Whence” (ſays the learned Dr. Greg. 
Sharp) „is it that we read of Altars, 
« conſecrated Groves, and high Places, 
« from the Beginning of the World, 


* Ut porrd firmiſſimum hoc afferri videtur, cur 
Deos eſſe credamus, quod nulla gens tam fera, nemo 
omnium, tam ſit immanis, cujus Mentem non imbu- 
erit Deorum Opinio: Multi de diis prava ſentiunt :— 
Omnes tamen eſſe vim, et naturam divinam arbitran- 
tur. Nec verò id collocutio hominum, aut conſenſus 
efficit; non inſtitutis opinio eſt confirmata, non legi- 
bus. Omni autem in re conſentio omnium gentium, 


lex natura putanda eſt, Cic. Tuſc. Queſt. 1. i. ſe& 13. 


And ſomewhere in his Book of the Nature of the 
= Gods, he ſays — | | | 


Eſſe Deos, ita perſpicum eſt, ut qui negat, vix eum 
fanz mentis exiſtimem. Atque nulla eft etiam tam 
barbara natio, nulla gens tam efferata, cui non inſidea 
hæc perſuaſio (i. e. Deos eſſe.) But even theſe faint 
Glimmerings about Dz1TyY, are to be aſcribed to 
traditional Revelation rather than to the Power of un- 
aſſiſted Reaſon, as will, I truſt, appear in the Sequel, 
if not from what has been ſaid in the firſt Eſſay. 


© and 
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cc and ſtill fee the Earth covered with 
% Moſques and Temples, and religious 
« Edifices, if Religion is not neceſſarily 
« Connected with human Nature ?” 
And I will add, it is evident from the 
Heathen Mythology, that Mankind have 
been always ſo attached to Religion, that 
rather than live without , a god, they 


would pay divine Honours to a Stock, or 


a Stone. 
It is true ſome. of their leading Men, 


even their Prizfts themſelves, made a Jeſt of 


Religion; and no Wonder, conſidering 


that what they called by that dignified 


Name was, in Reality, but a miſerable 
ſuperſtitious Pretence to it; and uſed only 
as a political Engine. Julius Ce/ar was 
an High Prieſt, and yet an abſolute A- 
theiſt. — Such, we are told, have 


been too many of the Popes, and Car- 


dinals amongſt Chriſtians; and it is to be 
feared there are not a few of this Stamp 
amongſt the Pretenders to Knowledge 
even in this enlightened Country, where 
Religion appears in her brighter Glo- 

ries, 


„„ a. a : + 
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better Light. 
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ries, who are, therefore, every Way 
inexcuſable; but notwithſtanding all 
this, we ſhall find a candid Examination 
into the Matter will turn out in favour 
of true and genuine Religion, though 
to the Confuſion of the falſe Pretences 
to it; and that the Rejection of the true 
is never owing to any rational Conviction 
of its Abſurdity or Incongruity to our 


| Natures, but to the Depravity of their 
Hearts who treat it in that Manner. 


It muſt, however, be acknowledged, 
that where the Conſiſtency and Impor- 
tance of Religion have been even fin- 
cerely profeſſed, the general Practice 
has not come up to the Profeſſion; and 


ſometimes both Principle and Practice 


have been ſhockingly corrupted; but 
this was not the Fault of Religion, 
or its Want of Excellencies to recom- 
mend it, or Motives to induce them to 
practiſe it, but the vicious Depravity of 
their Natures wilfully indulged againſt 


«© But 


123 ON THE NATURE, &c. Let. III. 


„But ah! how oft my lawleſs Paſſions rove, 
And break thoſe awful Precepts I approve ? 
© Purſue the fatal Impulſe I abhor, 

And violate the Virtue I adore,”' * 


Reaſon and Conſcience under the In- 


fluence of the moral Senſe or Light of 


CuR1sT in them, are always on the Side 
of Religion and Virtue and it is becauſe 
Mankind wilfully give up themſelves 
to the depraved Propenfities of their 
lower Powers in Oppoſition to this better 


Principle, that they fall into Vice and 


Wickedneſs, as they do. 8 
There have been, indeed, ſome athe- 


iſtical Philoſophers in every Age who 


affected to deny the Exiſtence of a 
Dz1TY, at leaſt his moral Perfections 
and Government, and conſequently have 
renounced all Pretences to Religion, and 
laughed at the Idea of its Exiſtence, but 


* Mrs Carter. So Ovid. Met. I. vii. 
„ Sed trahit invitam nova vis; aliudque Cupido, 
Mens aliud ſuadet. Video meliora, proboque; 
„ Deteriora ſequor,”” 
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they were always ſo few, and their 
Party ſo ſmall comparatively, that they 
ſcarcely deſerve to be mentioned even by 
way of Exception to what I have hinted, 
as the general Sentiment. 'The Bulk of 
Mankind, depraved as they are, and all 
the moſt ſober and ſenſible amongſt the 
Philoſophers, of all Ages and all Na- 
tions, acknowledge the Neceſlity of Re- 
ligion z which could not have been the 
Caſe, were it not particularly adapt- 
ed to the human Mind, and were not 
ſomething fixed there by the Hand of 
Gov, correſpondent to thoſe general and 
leading Principles of it, which are taught 
us by divine Revelation. For Inſtance, 
A Reverence for Truth is natural 
to all Men; they all find ſomething in 
them, that leads them to eſteem and regard 
it; there is not a Deceiver, therefore, 
who does not pretend to it. He makes 
Uſe of Falſehood only becauſe he thinks 
it will ſerve his Purpoſe better, but he will 
endeavour to conceal it under the Maſk 
of Truth, and hold up thta Appearance 
5 of 
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of it to their Eye on whom he means to 


impoſe, as the moſt likely and neceſſary 
Meaſure to ſecure Succeſs. Thus all 
falſe Religions are founded on Preten- 


ſions to Truth, and propagated under 


the Semblance of it; which ſhews, be- 
yondall rational Contradiction, that there 


is a moral Principle in Man; and that 


it is an univerſal Principle; — and then 
nothing can be clearer than that Reli- 


gion is agreeable to this Principle, and 
naturally cheriſhes, ſtrengthens, and 


ſupports it. 
Superflition, indeed, which is moſt Pre- 


dominant in the World (I wiſh I could 


except the Chriſtian World) is not ReL1- 
crow, it is only the falſe Appearance, 


and corrupt Subſtitute of it :—it is Re- 


ligion debaſed by deſigning Prięſts, and 
ignorant Mobs: But though Vice and 
Folly may lead Men to prefer Syper/lition 
to REL1G10N; yet even this is an Ac- 


knowledgment of the Conſonancy of the 


latter to the human Mind, and ſhews 


_ how impoſſible it is for us to live with- 
out ſomething that bears that venera- 


ble Name. 


The 
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The Sceptical Pretender to ſuperior 
Wiſdom will object, and to favour his 
Objections, and make the moſt of them, 
will dwell and flouriſh away upon the 
little Circumſtances that float on the 
Surface of Religion, or what concerns 
only its mere Modes and Forms, or the 


Folly and Miſtakes of its weaker Friends. 


This is his principal Fort. But let us go 
to the Bottom of the Bufineſs, let us 
take human Nature as it is, and as we 
find it by Experience and Obſervation ; 
and let us at the ſame Time take a View 
of the leading eſſential Principles of Re- 
ligion, and we ſhall at once perceive the 


Suitability of thoſe Principles to our 


Nature as rational, dependent, guilty, 
and miſerable Creatures—perceive ſome- 


thing within us diſpoſing us to embrace 


them, in our Judgment atleaſt, as indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary to our Happineſs. 


We are formed by the Hand of our 


Maker, to receive the Impreſſions theſe 
Principles are adapted to make, as natu- 
rally as warm Wax is adapted to receive 


the Impreſſion of the Seal that is ap- 


12 plied 
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plied to it. Corrupt and vicious Paſſions 
will, indeed, oppoſe ; but Reaſon and 
Conſcience, blinded and weakened az 
they are, will, ſo far as they are under 
the Influence of moral Light within, 
moſt certainly cleave to them. Hence 
very often, even wicked Men feel in 
themſelves a ſecret Approbation of 
_ thoſe very Principles of Piety and Vir- 
tue, they contradict in their Practice, 
and ridicule in their Diſcourſes. 

This Truth is finely illuſtrated by the 
Apoſtle Paul in the ſeventh Chapter of 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, where he de- 
ſcribes the Nature and Operations of this 
Principle of moral Senſe, and its Efforts 
againſt the lower Powers of corrupted 
. Nature, the one approving, the other op- 


fofing, the Law of Gop. And, indeed, 


nothing is more evident than that there are 
now in every Man two Principles equally 
conſtitutional; the one renders him ca- 
pable of perceiving the Reaſons and 
Motives of Religion and Virtue, and 
prompts and ſtimulates him to the Prac- 
tice of both ; che other darkens his Un- 


derſtanding, 
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derſtanding, corrupts his Heart, en- 
flames his Paſſions, and prompts him to 
Impiety and Vice. Theſe two oppoſite 
Principles the Apoſtle calls Spirit and 
Fleſh. The one a Law in his Mind, the 
other a Law in his Members, i. e. his bo- 
dily Powers : This is the Caſe, in a cer- 
tain Degree, of all Men, and therefore 
not only the Chriſtian Apgſtle, but even 
the Heathen Philoſopher tells us, that 
when he would do Good, Evil was preſent 


with bim. And it is as the one or the 


other of theſe Principles prevail and 


take the lead, that a Man is denominated 


good or bad, righteous or wicked ; and 
hence, in this preſent State of Probation, 
there 1s in the beſt of Men ſomething 
morally bad; and in the worſt ſomething 
morally good ;—It is only in the next 
World their Characters will be per- 
fectly the one or the other. Much to 
this Purpoſe is the Reply which Araſ- 
pes, a young Nobleman of Media, made 


» + Epteetus who was cotemporary with the Apoſ- 
tle Lind B. ii. eh. ho Sect, 2. 


to 
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to King Cyrus, reproving him for his dif. 
honourable Treatment of the beautiful 
Queen Panthea committed to his Charge, 


“ Now,” ſays he, © I perceive clearly, 
© that I have uo Souls; under, the In- 


ce fluence of the good one, I do what is 
“ good; but under the Influence of the 
ce bad, that which is evil.“ 

Some, indeed, ſuppoſe the Apoſtle in 


that Chapter ſpeaks of himſelf, as 2 


Man renewed by the Grace of Gop; 


particularly, becauſe he ſays he delights 
in the Law of Gov after the inward 
Man; and that the carnal Mind is En- 


mity againſt Gov, meaning the Mind 
ſtill unrenewed by that Grace: hut it 
may be urged againſt this Opinion—That 


by the carnal Mind, the Apoſtle evidently 


means the corrupt Principle, or vicious 


Propenſities of our fallen Nature, which 


take their Riſe from and dwell in the 
Body, and which therefore he calls 
Fleſh; but it does not follow becauſe 
there is ſuch a Principle in Man, that 


Kenoph. Cyr, pæd. I. v. c. i. & I. vi. c. i. 


he 


-/ 


Lr III. OF RELIGION. 435 


he has no other; for nothing is more evi- 
dent than that every Man has another 
Principle in him, of quite a contrary 
Nature and Tendency, as above hinted; 
otherwiſe there could be no ſuch Thing 


as Remorſe and Shame, and Self-Con- 


demnation, which, however, we find 
even in very wicked Men. Mankind are 
alſo, in ſome Degree, capable of delight- 


ing in the Law of Gop ;—Witneſs the 


Pleaſure which they in general feel, 


when they do any Thing morally good, 


or hear of its being done by others : This 
Senſation ſhews to a Demonſtration, that 
their Reaſon and Conſcience approve of 


the Law of Gov, as holy, juft, and good. 
We may therefore conclude, that the 


Apoſtle does not here ſpeak of himſelf 


as a Man under the Power of renewing 


Grace, or one quickened together with 
CazisT; but merely as a Man poſſeſſed 
of the common Principle of moral Senſe, - 


though under ſome particular Convic- 


tion of his Condition as a Sinner; or 


; when, as he expreſſes it, the Command- 


ment came, Sin revived and he died, i. e. 


he 
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he ſaw his Guilt and moral Weakneſs 
as he never ſaw it before. And this ap- 
pears very clearly to be the Caſe, from 
thoſe very ſtrong Expreſhons—T am soLy 
UNDER SIN I ſee a Law in my Members 
zꝛbarring againſt the Law of my Mind, 
bringing me into CAeTIvVITY To THE Law 
or SIN and DEATH. Expreſſions by no 
Means agreeing with the Character of a 
truly good Man, or one born of God, for of 
all ſuch he ſays THEY ARE NOT THE SER- 
VANTS OF SIN; SIN HAS NOT DoMiNnlon 
 ovER THEM, they are FREED FROM SIX, 
Language quite the reverſe of the other. 
And accordingly in the next Chapter, 
where he ſpeaks of himſelf as a renewed 
Man, he tells us that the Spirit of Life in 
 CarisT Jesus had FREED him from the 
Lau of Sin and Death. And this Senſe, 
indeed, agrees with the Scope of the 
Apoſtle's Argument in the ſixth, ſe- 
venth, and eighth Chapters of this E- 
piſtle, which is to ſhew the great Weak- 
neſs of this Principle of moral Light 
and Feeling common to all Men; and 

. the 
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the infinitely ſuperior Excellency of that 
more abundant and powerful Grace 
revealed in the preſent Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel. 
Impiety and Vice, though ſo very com- 
mon and prevalent, have never yet re- 
ceived the Sanction of general Appro- 


bation, have been no where openly and 


profeſſedly taught, or countenanced by 
public Authority, in any Part of the 
World. But why not? Certainly becauſe 


the Reaſon and Conſcience of Mankind 


in general would proteſt againſt ſuch a 


Meaſure, however powerfully their cor- 


rupt Appetites might plead for it. Sup- 
poſe it were publickly advertiſed, that at 
ſuch a Place“ an Academy was opened 


„ where Youth are carefully inſtructed 


© in all the Doctrines of Infidelity and 


„ Atheiſm; and the various Arts of 
Vice and Wickedneſs ;—the utmoſt 
© Pains taken to eradicate from their 


«© Minds all Prejudices in favour of Re- 
* ligion and Virtue, the Fear of Gop 


and a future State, and all Regard to 
the Duties of Life upon Principles of 


ce Con- 
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& Conſcience; and every Principle of a 

% contrary Tendency moſt ſtrenuouſly 
&« inculcated.” Suppoſe this Where 

is the People under Heaven, who would 

not feel their Reſentment kindled at 

the very Propoſal, and who would” not 
uſe every Means and exert every Ef- 

fort in their Power to prevent its being 

carried into Execution, were there any 

Individual amongſt them fool-hardy 
enough to attempt it? And why ? 

But becauſe Atheiſm and Vice are Ab- 

horrent to the conſtitutional Principles 

of the human Mind, “ and deſtructive of 

1 , human 


* Fazael's Reply to the Prophet who told him 
what a wicked Part he would ſoon act, ſhews how 
abhorrent Vice is to the Heart of Man, even in his 
fallen State —“ Am J,“ ſays he, a Dog that I 
« ſhould do this Thing?“ His very Soul revolted 
at the Suggeſtion, while he viewed it with unpre- 
Judiced Judgment; and yet when worked up by the 
Luſt of Dominion and Revenge, he did the very 
Thing he juſt before ſo very cordially abhorred. And, 
indeed, the Care wicked Men take to conceal their 
Vices from the public Eye, and even to deceive them- 
ſelves into the Practice of them, ſhews how unnatural 
it is, i. e. how contrary to their moral Feelings in 

| "encral, 


| 


ee, ene 
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human Society and Happineſs :—In ſhort, 
the Man would be deemed a Monſter, 
yea a Devil in human Shape, who ſhould 
even ſeriouſly propoſe ſuch an Eſtabliſh- 
ment. So connatural is Religion and Vir- 
tue to the Mind of Man |! 


general, however agrecable to their corrupt Paſſions ; 
and proves, beyond all reaſonable Contradiction, that 
there are, in Fact, two Principles in every Man— 
The one prompting him to Vice, the other con- 
demning him for it, and prompting him to Virtue. 


F j am, &c. 


LE T- 
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ET TEK i. 


Objections againſt Religions being conna- 
tural to Man anſwered, and the Truth 
farther . 


50 OU will . wy Anda Friend, - 
© If Religion 


be ready to ſay, 
© and Virtue are ſo Adnan to Man, 


© and the very Seeds of it ſown in the 
« human Mind, as aſſerted above, 


&* whence is it that there is ſo much Im- 
© morality and Prophaneneſs in the 
«© World? Do not we ſee Mankind 
© univerſally going aſtray, almoſt as 
© ſoon as they are born, in the Paths 
© of Impiety and Wickedneſs ; and the 
« Bulk of them treating every Thing 


& ferious with the utmoſt Neglect, if 


© not with Contempt and Ridicule ? 
And amongſt thoſe who pretend to 
wo Religion, how many content them- 

* ſelves 
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ſelves with the mere empty Form of 
it, and often break out into a mad and 


„ furious Zeal about that Form; re- 


viling and perſecuting with the greateſt 
Cruelty, ſuch as happen to differ from 
them and refuſe to ſubmit” to their Im- 

poſitions ? and whence is it that ſo 
many, who enjoy the clear Light of 
divine Revelation, ſhew ſuch an in- 
veterate Hatred to Religion, laugh at 
all Pretences to it, as mere Cant and 


Hypocriſy, and even deny its real Ex- 
iſtence, as irrational and abſurd, ſay- 


ing in their Hearts, at leaſt, there is 
no Gov ? Whence is all this, if Re- 


* ligion be ſo congruous to the human 


cc 


tt 


a: 


cc 
(c 


(e 


Nature as you fay it is? And you 
muſt acknowledge theſe Things are 
Matters of Fact, not only amongit the 


« illiterate and unthinking Vulgar, but 
alſo amongſt too many who make the 


higheſt Pretences to Honour and 
Politeneſs, yea, even to. Philoſophy. 


* Whence is all this, and where are the 
Traces of that natural Force of Reli- 


“ gion, 
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gion, and its Conſonancy to the hu- 
6 man Mind you talk of?“ | 


Granting all that this Objection af. 


ſerts in its utmoſt Extent, what does it 
prove ? only 'that the human Nature is 


deplorably corrupted ;—That this Cor. 
ruption, is the ſtrongeſt and governing 


Power in theſe Inſtances; — and that 


Atheiſm and Wickedneſs flow as natu- 


rally from it as Water from its Fountain; 
I ſay, granting all this; yet it is never- 
theleſs true, that every Man feels ſome- 


thing elſe within him, that as naturally 


oppoſes, and remonſtrates againſt theſe 


corrupt Propenſities, in Proportion to 


his Light and Senſibility, witneſs the 


painful Remorſe the moſt Vicious often 


feel in the Moment of cool Reflection; 


and who from the Conſciouſneſs of their 
Guilt, and its tormenting Conſequences, 


are compelled to acknowledge that they 
have, by theſe vicious Indulgencies, vi- 


olated the firſt Principles of their Na- 
ture, as reaſonable and moral Beings: 


Principles, the Exiſtence of which how- 


ever. 
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ever they may affect to deny or oppoſe 
their Influence, will, ſometimes, riſe up 
with vital Power in their Hearts and 
plead there the important Cauſe of Re- 
ligion and Virtue, with an Authority 
they cannot refute, attended with Terrors 
they are not able to bear. MY 
And when we conſider, that theſe mo- 
ral Powers in Man, move gently, and 
ſpeak, as I may ſay, with a ſtill ſmall. 
Voice; while the corrupt Paſſions, eſ- 
pecially when rouſed by Temptation, 
are impetuous and violent, and carry all 
before them, we ſhall not wonder that 
Men are ſo frequently and generally led 
into vicious Courſes. Nothing but the 
more abundant Power of renewing 
Grace, can effectually reſtore the juſt 
Balance of the Mind, and give the di- 
vine Principle within them its govern- 
ing Aſcendency. And, bleſſed be Goo, 
this Grace is freely promiſed to ALL that 

diligently and ſincerely ſeek it.— 
However, it is certain all Mankind a- 
gree in acknowledging, one Way or 
ce other, 
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other, either voluntarily or by Force,“ 
that there 1s ſuch a Principle in them. 
Call it natural Conſcience if you pleaſe ; 
yet, ſo far as it prompts them to Virtue, 
and reſtrains from Vice, it is a Token of 
the divine Goodneſs and Mercy; and, 
as undeſerved by them, muſt be Matter 
of free Favour through Feſus Chriſt ; 
and therefore I call it GAE. The In- 
fluence of this Principle is well deſcribed 
in the fon ing Lines :— 


6 Lak back 4 Thought which e THEM Deſpait, | 
„Which human Nature 2, but cannot, bear. 

« Tis not the Babbling of a buſy World, ; 
« Where Praiſe and Cenſure is at random hurl'd, 
Which can the meaneſt of my Thoughts controul, 
« Or ſhake one ſettl'd . of my Soul; 


#* Tiberius, the Roman Emperor, was a moſt dar- 
ing Monſter of Wickedneſs ; yet, though an Heathen, 
found a living Principle in him, a Source of inſupport- 
able Torment.—** Tizzr1vs”? (ſays Tacitus) „ non 
« Fortuna, non Solitudines protegebant, quin Tor- 
« menta Pectoris ſuaſque panas fateretur.” And 
when St. Paul reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Tempe- 
rance and Judgment to come, Felix, another vicious 
Heathen, trembled. Ss, ; 
| « Free 
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« Free and at Jarge, might their bold Cenſures roam, 
« If all—if all, alas! were well at home. 

% No—'tis the Tale which angry ConsciENCE tells, 
« When ſhe with more than tragic Horror ſwells- 
« Each Circumſtance of Guilt, when ſtern, but true, . 

„ She brings bad Actions forth into Review z _ 
« And, like the dread Hand-writing on the Wall, 
« Bids late Remorſe awake, at Reaſon's Call, 
« Arm'd at all Points, bids Scorpion Vengeance paſs ; 
« And to the Mind holds up RefleQtion's Glaſs ; 
« The Mind, which ſtarting, heaves the Heart- 
| &« felt Groan, 
40 And hates the Form ſhe knows to be her own.” 
| — Churchill 's Conference. 


Though e Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience may be borne down, and over- 
powered for a Time by the Violence of 
corrupt Appetite, falſe Philoſophy, and 
Self-will, they can NIVER BEB DESTROY= 
td. And while theſe Powers remain, 
as they ever muſt, they will teſtify that 
there is a Gov, the moral Governor of 
Man—that he is to be feared, and loved, li 
and honoured above all; that it is only -Þ 
in a dutiful Regard to His Will, that we = 
can juſtly expect real Happineſs ;—and 
that a Courſe of Impiety and Vice muſt, 
N e Ry 
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firſt or laſt, be attended with Miſery 


and Ruin. 


«© Monſtro quod ipſe tibi poſſe dare — ſemita cert? 
« Tranquillz per Virtutem, patet unica Vit,” * 


Aſk even the moſt ſpirited and daring 
Worker of Iniquity, when cool, and his 
Reaſon in Exerciſe, whether he can ſay 


from his Heart, that he reſolves abſo- 


lutely to live and die in an avowed 
_ Courſe of Wickedneſs, and ſet at De- 


| Hance the Power and Juſtice of the Al- 
mighty? It is ſcarcely poſſible that he 
would, or could, anſwer in the Affirma- 
tive. The Inſtances of ſuch monſtrous 
Impiety, however, are very rare, even 
amongſt the moſt vicious Tribes of Men; 


which ſtrongly evinces the natural A- 
greeableneſs of Religion and Virtue to 
the inward Sentiments and moral Feel- 


ings of the human Mind; and that there 5 
are certain Principles immoveably fixed 
in its very Conſtitution, as the Baſis of 


* Juven. Sat. . 363. 3 
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its Happineſs or Miſery, according as 


they are, or are not regarded; or, as 


the Apoſtle expreſſes it, that there is a 
Law written in the Heart, in indeli- 


ble Characters, by the Finger of Gov. 


Had not this been the Caſe, the In- 
ſtances of notorious Impiety would have 


been not only more numerous, but more 
conſtant and daring than they now are; 


—The Practice of Wickedneſs is ſo a- 


greeable to the corrupted Powers of our 


fallen Nature, that were there not ſome- 
thing in us of a contrary 'Tendency, and 
this ſo deeply rooted, and operative, as 
never to be entirely deſtroyed, the World 
would have been indeed deluged in Vice 
and Prophaneneſs. 

As to thoſe who, while they pretend 


to Religion themſelves, diſcover ſuch _ 


Averſion to it in others who differ 
from them, as to perſecute them with 


Cruelty; they act in this Manner, ei- 


ther becauſe they conſider the ſuperior 


Piety and Virtue of theſe Diſſentients as 


reflecting upon their own Deficiency in 


| both; or, becauſe they make themſelves 
oh K 2 believe 


| ” 
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believe, that it is only the falſe Ap. 
pearance of Religion, or ſome here. 
tical and dangerous Opinion, that they 
direct their Reſentments againſt, and 


not Religion itſelf. They are angry, 


not becauſe their Neighbours believe in 


and worſhip Gov, but becauſe they don't 


doit in the Forms they have been uſed 


to venerate as ſacred. Were they to make 


ſuch Oppoſition avowedly to Religion it- 
ſelf, their own Hearts would condemn 
them for it, upon the leaſt ſerious Re- 


flection. One can ſcarcely believe, that 


any Set of Men, in a civilized Country, 


were ever carried to a greater Pitch of 


deliberate Wickedneſs and Impiety, 
than were the Perſecutors of our Loxp 
 Jesvs CurisT, amongſt the Jews; 
yet they did not conſider, either their 


Principles or Conduct as immoral, but on 


the contrary, as the Effect of a pious Zeal 
for the Glory of Gov, and the Support 
of true Religion—That 1s, they did not 
prefeſſedly perſecute him for his Righte- 


ouſneſs and Goodneſs ; but under the 


Idea of his being a Sabbath-breaker and 
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an Enemy to their Laws and their Coun- 
try—Had they not deceived themſelves, 
by ſuch Impoſitions upon their Under- 
ſtandings and Conſciences, they could 
not have ated the Part they did; which 
ſhews, with abundant Evidence that there 
really is a vital Principle in the Breaſt of 
every Man that favours the Cauſe of Piety 
and Righteouſneſs; and that it is not, | 
'till they find ſome Way to elude the 1 
Light and Force of this Principle, that they | 
can be profeſſedly wicked. The more | 

| cloſely and accurately we ſearch into the = | 
Conſtitution of human Nature, and the | 


Conduct and Feelings of Mankind, the 
more clearly we ſhall perceive the Truth | 
of what I am advancing; and, that there 
is in all Men a Principle that diſtinguiſhes 
them as the Subjects of Gop's moral 
_ Government in this World, and will = 
prove a Savor of Life unto Life, or of | 
Death unto Death in the World to come. | 
A4 «s to the trite Objections of the A- 
theiſtical Tribe — That Religion is all a 
*« mere Impoſition upon the Weakneſs 
and Credulity of Mankind; a ſolemn 
| 1 6 'Trick 
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& Trick of ſelfiſh Prieſts, and Politi- 
cc cjans, to keep the World in Subjec- 
&© tion to their Pride and Avarice; or, 
c the natural Effect of ratz Ignorance, 


&« and irrational Fears, &c.''—— The evi- 
dent Abſurdity of the Objections them- 


ſelves, their pernicious 'Fendency, toge- 
ther with the Characters of thoſe who 


make them, are a ſufficient Confuta- 


tion of them. "Theſe Men, however, 
ought to give us very clear Proofs of 


their ſuperior Wiſdom, and Benevo- 


lence, before - they preſume to ſet up 
their Opinions in Oppoſition to the moſt 


natural Notions and Feelings of the 
human Mind, in Points ſo apparently 


eſſential to its Happineſs, ſupported by 
the Common Senſe and univerſal Suf- 
frage of the World ; and that have ſtood 
the Teſt of the ſevereſt Scrutiny for 
more than five thouſand Years. They 
ought to demonſtrate beyond all rational 
ContradiCtion and Doubt—That there is 


no Gov, the moral Governor of the 


World, — That Man is not a rational Be- 


ing capable of the moral Government of 
 Gop, 
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| Gov, and that there cannot poſſibly be 
any future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments! ſay, they ought to demonſtrate 
all this, with indiſputable Clearneſs and 
Certainty, before they can juſtly expect 
any ſerious Regard to be paid to their 
Dogmas; or, that we ſhould give up 
Notions ſo firmly implanted in our Na- 
ture, and of ſueh experienced Conſequence 
to our Felicity, as thoſe on which Reli- 
gion is founded. But this Demonſtra- 
tion, we are ſure, is utterly impoſſible. 


They may themſelves, indeed, have ſa- 


_ erificed Certainty to Doubt; Reaſon 
and Conſcience to Impiety 3 worldly 
| Luft; their moral Feelings to the Grati- 
fication of depraved Appetite ; but, thank 
Gop, bad as human Nature is, there is 
no great Danger of univerſal Atheiſm. 
I have juſt now met with one of theſe. 
| ſceptical Pretenders to Wiſdom who 
roundly aſſerted That Conſcience was 
„ nothing, but a Diſorder of Nature, a 
| © diſeaſed Tenderneſs of the nervous 
& Syſtem, which, by the idle and ſu- 
- 05 perſtitious Tales of Nurſes and Prieſts, 
i 
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« js tranſmitted t6 the Mind, and af. 
* fets it with Fears about inviſible 


Powers and Conſequences, which we 
e dread merely becauſe we are ignorant 


© of them.” 


In Anſwer to this it is ſufficient to TY 


ſerve, that theſe Philoſophers them- 
ſelves, with all their ſuperior Wiſdom 
and Firmmneſs of Nerves, which they have 
acquired by the Exerciſe of it, cannot 


entirely get rid of this Diſorder of Na- 
ture; and, if they could, would not be 


at all the better Members of the Com- 


munity, nor happier in themſelyes, than 


thoſe who own it, and act agreeable to 
its Dictates, under the Influence of en- 


lightened Reaſon and the BiBLs; and, 
that as to the Bulk of Mankind, were 


they prevailed upon to lay aſide this di/- 
eaſed Tenderneſs of Nature, the wild Beaſts 
of the Foreſt would be 4. tolerable to 
Society. Beſides, after all, we muſt 


*Atque haud Scio, an pietate adyerſus Deos ſublata, 
« Fides etiam, et Societas humani generis, et una 
Excellentiſſima Virtus Juſtitia, tollatur,”? 


Cie. de Nat. Deor. 1. ls ſec. 4. N 
Were 


take 


Ee) oo ˙ ˙ abt. a 


Let. IV. OF RELIGION. 153 


take Thin gs as they really are, for as 


they really are, they will operate, and 


the Effects of their Operations follow 
accordingly, mauger all the Power of 
falſe Philoſophy. No ſophiſtical Rea- 


ſonings about the Qualities of Fire, and 


the Nature of Senſation in the human 
Frame, could perſwade a Man whoſe 
Common Senſe was not quite loſt, that 


he felt nothing while his Hand was held 


Were Atheiſm to prevail, all the moſt ſacred Bonds of 
Society would be diſſolved, nor could there be any 
Principle, but the treacherous one of Self-Intereſt, or 


the preſent momentary Gratification of the baſeſt of 


Paſſions, to influence the Conduct of Mankind, or 
afford any Ground for that mutual Confidence which 
is ſo eſſential to the Welfare of Society. Even the 


moſt ſolemn Oaths would have no Power over the 
Minds of ſuch Men. —They would ſwear any Thing | 


and mean nothing, 


&« Sunt qui in Fortunæ jam Caſſibus omnia ponant, 


Et nullo credant mundum rectore moveri, 

„Natura volvente vices et lucis et anni, 

0 * ideo n quæcumque altaria tangunt. 
| Juvenal, * xiii. v. 86. 


upon 


154 ON THE NATURE, &c. Let, Iv. 
upon burning Coals. Nor can any Man 


knowingly violate the Laws of Religion 


and Virtue, but the Something within 


him, call it what you pleaſe, will be 


painfully affected, unleſs diſordered and 

ſtupified to a moſt unnatural Degree in- 
deed. And if Man be thus conſtituted 
can any Metaphyſical Reaſonings about 
his Conſtitution make it otherwiſe? 


I am, &c, 


P. 8. Long after the above Letter was 


written, the public Attention was called 
to a boaſiful Account of the Calmneſs and 


Compoſure with which the celebrated 
Sceptic ( Hume} departed this Life; in 


which we are told, that he ayowed his 
atheiſtical Principles to the laſt Mo- 


ment, and died as ſerenely and cheer- 


fully as the beſt Chriſtian could do, to 


the 
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the immortal Honour of the %% Cauſe 
of Infidelity. Now, ſuppoſing this was 
really a Fact, which, however, as to the 
fine Compoſure of his Mind in the Ar- 
ticle of Death, may be queſtioned, but 
ſuppoſing this, what does it prove ? 
Only that it is poſſible for a Man, who 
had confounded his great reaſoning 
Powers (for ſuch it muſt be acknow- 
ledged they were) with Doubts upon 
Doubts, *till he queſtioned, ſometimes at 
leaſt, the Reality even of his own Ex- 
iſtence, that it is poſſible for ſuch a Man 
to die under the ſtupifying Power of that 
- Confuſion, - queſtioning whether Death 
itſelf was any Thing more than a Dream. 
—And where is the Wonder, that one 
who had ſo long abuſed the leading 
Powers of his Nature, and loſt all their 
Influence over him, through the enchant- 
ing Pride of falſe Philoſophy, ſhould be 
given up of Gov, and ſuffer to perſiſt in 
the pleaſing Deluſions of his own Heart 
to the laſt Moment of his Life — _ 
Heeſides, let the Behaviour of this Man 
in the Approaches of Death, be com- 
„„ ET pared 
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pared with that of any truly ſerious, 
conſcientious, rational Chriſtian, and 
we ſhall perceive an amazing Difference; 
— Here all is clear, manly, ſolemn, and 
every Way becoming the awful Exit, from 
this Stage of Life; here, all the very 
reverſe, light, vain, and childiſhly trif- 
ling! And after all, this is but a rare 
Inſtance of ſceptical Heroiſm, againſt 


vaſt Numbers of the contrary Kind.— — 


Where there is one Infidel that dies 


 avowing his Principles with the Appear. 
ance of Compoſure, a Compoſyre derived 


only from the poor Hope of ſinking into 
nothing, there are 'Thouſands of Chriſ- 


tians that die in the tranſporting yet Solid 
and rational Aſſurance of riſing up to an 


immortal Life of unutterable Felicity and 
Glory! And whence this Difference? Cer- 
tainly becauſe the former dies under the 
Influence of the moſt . unnatural Self- 
deception ; and the latter under that of 


a truly enlightened Reaſon, and the di- 


vine Religion of J as vs. 


N. B. 


to the ſame Purpoſe as the above. 
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N. B. Long ſince the above Poſtſcript 


was written, was publiſhed a ſmall Tract, 


entitled, A Letter to Dr. Adam Smith, on 
the Life, Death, and Philoſophy of his 


* 


Friend David Hume, Eſq. By one of the 


People called Chriſtians. Where the Rea- 
der will find many excellent Remarks 
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LETTER V.- 
T hat true Religion is not the Effect of the 
Human Reaſon, but of divine nn 


and Grace. | 


ELIGION you know, my dear Sir, 
has been uſually diſtinguiſhed by 
the Terms natural and revealed; tho', I 
think, without ſufficient Reaſon. All 
true Religion may be called natural as 
being adapted to the Nature of Man; 


and upon a fair Examination, all true 


Religion will appear to be Matter of di- 
vine Revelation, and that this has always 
been the Religion of Mankind, where 
there has been any true Religion at all. 
As to what is commonly called 2h Re- 
ligion of Nature, if thereby be intended 
the right Knowledge and Worſhip of the 


ONE LIVING AND TRUE Gop, taught 


merely by the Light of Man's natural 
| TEE Regen 
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Reaſon ; aſſiſted by the Conſideration of 
the Works of Creation and Providence, 
entirely independent of all ſpecial Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Dzirr, it may be 


_ juſtly queſtioned whether there ever was, 


in Fact, any ſuch Thing. It is granted 
that Man is, by Conſtitution, a rational 


Being, endued with a Principle of moral 


Light and Feeling, and thereby capa- 

citated for receiving the Knowledge of 
Gov, and his Worſhip ; or the firſt Prin- 
ciples of Piety and Virtue, and the Rea- 
ſons and Motives enforcing a proper 
Regard to them. It is granted alſo that 
the Works of Gov are in a peculiar Man- 


ner, adapted to evince the Being and 


perfections of Gov ; but then we have 
no Evidence that Mankind were ever left 
entirely to theſe Mediums of religious 
Knowledge, without any other Af- 
bſtance. wy And does not the Apoſtle 


intimate 


% Reaſon,” ſays a pious and learned Writer, is 
* not the firſt and only Revelation from Gop, ſor it 
il, ape ſpeaking, no Revelation at all. Man, 

| Ra 
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intimate as much, where he ſays, that 
the natural Man receiveth not the Things 
of. the Spirit—i. e. the Man, who is go- 
verned by his depraved Appetites, or 
| depends entirely upon his mere hatural 
| + Powers, without divine Revelation, is 
not capable of perceiving or reliſhing 
any Thing ſo ſpiritual,” as the very firſt 
Principles of Religion muſt be. 
It has been uſually concluded from the 
Words of the Apoſtle, in the firſt Chap- 
ter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, that 


ret 
855 av}, 
« at his firſt Creation, was not left, ſo much as a thu 
40 ſingle Day, to Reaſon. It is the Eye not the Ve 
« Light: It can, with Certainty, know nothing, 6 { 
„ concerning the Things of another World, but by « 4 
Information from thence.” bY 
This Obſervation, which I met with in my Wy" = 
ing long fince theſe Papers were written, corroborates = 
the Doctrine inculcated in them. Fl 
See Letters 6n Infidelity, p. 298, "4 


*The main Deſign of the Apoſtle here, 1 Cor. ii. 
13, 14. is to ſhew that the wiſeſt of Men, without 
ſpecial or ſupernatural Revelation, could not undet- 
ſand mus Things | in their ſ piritual Meaning. : 


Man- 
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Mankind might attain the Knowledge of 
Gop, and their Obligations to worſhip 
him, merely by the Light of natural 
Reaſon, aſſiſted by a due Contemplation 
of the Works of God. In Anſwer to 
this, I would here obſerve, that the 
Words (6 Yue Oeog auloig <Qavepwor 1, e.) for 
Go hath ſbeaun it unto them, upon which 


the Apoſtle lays the whole Streſs of his 


Argument, muſt be underſtood of ſu- 


pernatural Revelation, or that Goſpel 


wherein the Righteouſneſs of Gop was 
revealed from Faith to Faith; the Txurn 
which they held in Unrighteouſneſs.* And 
thus what the Apoſtle: adds in the next 
Verſe, is juſt as if he had ſaid, —* The 
© Creation itſelf, with all the viſible Ef- 
* feQts of Omnipotence therein diſplay- 
«ed, perfectly agrees with the more 
* ſpecial and extraordinary Diſcoveries 
«© of the Exiſtence of one inviſible Gov, 
* which he is pleaſed to make more im- 


Rom. I. 16—2 1. See Eſſay 1. 


L © mediately | 
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© mediately to the Minds of Men 3 and 


« both unite in declaring the ſame ge- 
„ neral Truths to all Men, even that he 
& jg the Maker and Lord of all, and has 


5 therefore a juſt Claim to their / ſupreme 


© Love, Adoration, and Praiſe.” 

The reaſoning Faculties of our fir 
Parents, in the State of Innocence, ve 
will ſuppoſe to have been much clearer 
and ſtronger than they were after their 
Tranſgreſſion, at leaſt, as to the Con- 
cerns of Religion; and yet it is ſcarcely 
ſuppoſable that they were even then left 


to themſelves to find out the Nature and 


Perfections of the Derry, and what 
kind of Worſhip he required of them, 


by the Strength of their merely natural 


Reaſon exerciſed upon his Works; or 
that even their Religion was the Reli- 


gion of their own Nature, ſelf-taught | 


and ſelf-ſupported. We ſhould rather 


conclude, that as Gop had brought them | 


into Exiſtence, and was properly, and 
moſt emphatically their FarHER, he 


would, of his paternal Goodneſs, deign 


40 


15 I 
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to correſpond with them“ in a Way wor- 

thy of himſelf, and n to their Con- 
wn 


Fe late pious and learned Archbiſhop of an 


terbury (Dr. Secker) in his poſthumous Sermons 


(Vol. I. Serm. xi. p. 259.) obſerves, agreeable to 
. what is here advanced“ That our firſt Parents 


« were inſtructed by their Creator. Had they not, 
« how quick ſoever the Improvements of ſelf-taught 
„ Philoſophy may be, when deſcribed from Imagi- 
% nation; yet Reaſon and Fact make it highly pro- 
« bable, that even had they continued innocent, 


they. would have been very ignorant for a conſider- 


able Time, But the Entrance of Sin muſt enfee- 


« ble their Underſtandings greatly ; and had their 
« Knowledge of what they were to do, been ever ſo 
« clear, yet what they were to expect, and on what 


Terms when they had failed of doing it, muſt be 


« ſo very obſcure, that it was of the utmoſt Conſe- 
% quence for God to interpoſe, and inform them, as 
« we find in Scripture he did, by the immediate No- 


* tification of a Redeemer. Divine Inſtruction, 


“ therefore, began Religion, and . has pre- 
« ſervedit.”  ' | | 

The Thoughts in the above 3 are ſo ſimilar 
to thoſe in theſe Letters, though better expreſſed, 


that the Reader may imagine they were borrowed 


55 from i, could I not, with the greateſt Truth, aſſure 


L 2 bim 
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dition, and diſcover to them ſuch Truths, 
as were neceſſary to form their Minds to 
the Practice of Religion and Virtue ; 
and enable them to make a proper Uſe 
of the Powers he had given them for 
that Purpoſe. 

Now if our firſt Parents, even in their 
State of Innocence, were not left to the 
Light of their own Reaſon in the great 
Affair of Religion, it is ſtill far more im- 
probable, they ſhould be ſo left after their 
Fall into Sin, if Gop intended to ſhew 
them Mercy, as it is certain he did ; for 
then their Underſtandings were become 
dark indeed, their Hearts alienated from 
the Life of Gop, and all their Powers 
miſerably depraved: They muſt, there- 
fore, now more than ever, ſtand in Need 
of divine Inſtruction, in order to the 


> 
— 


him of the contrary, and that I had never ſeen this 
Paſlage till many Years after theſe Effays were 
written. It is, however, no ſmall Satisfaction to 
find ſo great and good a Man in the ſame Way of 
thinking ue this li 


right 
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right Knowledge of their Duty, and how 
to perform it acceptably. They had now 
violated the Diſpenſation they were un- 
der,and were involved in moral Pollution, 
- Guilt and Ruin: Their Deliverance, 
therefore, muſt be the Effect of ſome 
new Diſpenſation, ſuch as infinite Wiſ- 
dom alone could contrive, and infinite 
Power alone could carry into Execution. 
—— That is, the Syſtem of Religion, 

which was proper for fallen Man, muſt 

be very different from that which he en- 
joyed in his innocent State ;—mult take 

into it many new Articles of Faith and 
Practice adapted to his Condition, and 
calculated to raiſe him from a depraved 
and ſenſual, to an holy and ſpiritual 
Life a Syſtem founded not only on the 
divine Authority, but on the divine Mercy 
alſo; and which muſt neceſſarily include 
in it, on Man's Part, the great Duties of 
Repentance and Faith, in Order to the 
Pardon of his Sins and the Acceptance 
of his imperfect though /incere Obedience 
through the Mediator.—And on the Part 
of ob. and as the Means and Motive of 
| Man » 
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Man's Repentance, Faith, and Obedi- 
ence, an expreſs Declaration and Grant 
of Forgiveneſs and Acceptance, together 
with proper Rules for his Conduct, and 


explicit Promiſes of all neceſſary Aſſiſt- 
ance and Succeſs :—In a Word, a Syſtein 
of - Religion that ſhould exhibit a new 


Character of the Derry, and ſet his 
Perfections in a new Light—ſhew him 
to be, indeed, both a juſt God and a Sa- 
 wiour. This is what the Condition of fin= 
ful Man, and the Reaſon and Nature of 


Things evidently mquiren, in Order to 
his Happineſs. | 


But ſuch a Plan of Religion as this 


cannot be rationally ſuppoſed, to be in 
the Power of human Reaſon even to 
gueſs at, much leſs actually produce 


—be the natural Powers of Man what 


they may, and ſuppoſing (not granting) 
that here and there one of more ex- 


traordinary Genius and Improvements, 
ſhould, by the diligent Uſe of his 


Powers, be able to argue himſelf into 
the Belief of one ſupreme intelligent firit 
Cauſe, and perceiye ſome general Traces 

45 e 
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or Outlines of moral Obligation, or the 


Law of Nature — ſuppoſing this — yet 


after all, if left entirely to himſelf, 
without any extraordinary Aſſiſtance 
from Heaven, he could not poſſibly con- 
ceive how, or in what Manner he, a 
guilty polluted Creature, ſhould come be- 


fire the moſt high Gop, worſhip him ac- 
ceptably, and be aſſured of Pardon and 


everlaſting Life. And if this be the 
Caſe of the wiſer Few, what muſt be- 


come of the Bulk of Mankind who are 


all equally intereſted: in this Buſineſs ? 
But the Fact really 1s, there never was 


an Inſtance of any ſuch Acquiſition 
made by any Man. All that the wiſer _ 


Heathens knew or praQtiſed aright in 


Religion, was owing, not to their own. 


natural Sagacity, but to traditionary Re- 


velation, or extraordinary Inſtruction 


communicated from God himſelf. 
The Aſſertors of the Sufficiency of 


mere natural Light, for the Purpoſes of 


Religion and Happineſs, if- genuine 
Theiſts, will allow that Gop is infinitely 
good and merciful that he has a par- 
ticular 


+4 4 8 —— —— — _ 
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ticular Regard for Mankind, and that 
he provides for the temporal Support of 
their Bodies, and their ſeveral Connec- 
tions in this Life ;——Now, is it at all 
likely, that amidſt all the Abundance of 
his Goodneſs in theſe Caſes, he ſhould pay 
ſo little Regard to their immortal In- 
tereſt, and the particular Services they 
owe more immediately to himſelf, as to 
leave them to grope their Way to their 
Duty and Happineſs by the dim Light 
and feeble Powers of Nature? The Hiſ- 
tory of Mankind, however, both ſacred _ 
and profane, the former eſpecially, is 
one continued Illuſtration of the Ne- 
ceſſity of divine Revelation in this Caſe, 
over and above the moral Powers im- 


+ planted in their Nature, and of the ex- 


traordinary Steps the Dir has been 
| pleaſed to take, in Order to teach them 
how to worſhip him in the moſt accept- 
able Manner, and to encourage and ſup- 
port them in the Diſcharge of their 
Duty againſt the many Temptations they 
would meet with to the contrary. Thus 
we may ſafely conclude that, however 

N BY ſup- 
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ſuppoſable, what is called natural! Re- 
ligion may be, there never was in Rea- 
lity any ſuch 'Thing in our World; and 
that the Religion of CHRIST, is as na- 


tural, that 18, as agreeable to our Nature, 
as the Religion commonly ſo called, is 


ſuppoſed to be, and, conſidering our pre- 
ſent Condition, much more ſo. - But 
more of this hereafter. 


I am, &c. 
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CETYTER: Ft 


T hat true Rel; gion 15 Matter of 3 Re- 


velation, farther confidered, from the 


Inflitution of Sacrifices, c. 
Dear Six, 


HAT very much confirms the 


Ages have ſo generally entertained of 


the Neceſlity and Efficacy of Sacrxirices, 
in Order to their acceptable Approach to 

the Deity; and in that Way expecting 
the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and the 
Enjoyment of his Favour. This has ever 


been a leading Article in the Religion, 


not only of Heathens, but of Jews 


and Chriſtians, as their ſeyeral Hiſtories 
abundantly 


Doctrine I have been inculcat- 
ing is, the Notion that Mankind in all 
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abundantly teſtify. * The Univer/ality of 
this Idea ſhews, that it muſt ſpring from 
ſome common Source, yet certainly not 
from the mere Light of Nature in Man, 


becauſe there is no Principle within the 
Reach of it which could lead to ſuch a 
Notion z and becauſe, viewed in that 


Light oxLY it appears abſurd and ſhock- 
ing; and therefore from the Days of Cain 
tothe preſent, has been ſtrongly oppoſed 


* We are told, indeed, by Travellew, that there 
are ſome conſiderable Bodies of People in the remoter 
Parts of the Earth, who offer no Sacrifices to the 


Deities they pretend to worſhip. This is not im- 
probable, for there are ſome that have no Idea of 
any DEIT v at all, as has been before obſerved ;—but _ 
this is not the Caſe with Mankind in general "oh 


and ſerves to ſhew that: the cleareſt Truths which de- 


pend upon Inſtruction often wear out of the Minds of 
Men, ant are ſometimes entirely loſt, which proves 


the Inſufficiency of mere Nature in Religion, and the 


Neceſſity of divine Revelation. However, as to the 


Doctrine of Sacrifices, nothing is more certain than 


that the Mode of Worſhip was aniverſally practiſed ; | 


in the firſt Ages of the World, and is very nearly ſo 
at this Day, amongſt the Heathens. 
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by thoſe who wiſh to get rid of true Re- 
ligion, or are governed in the Profeſſion 


of it entirely by the Dictates of natura! 


Reaſon. Nor could ſuch an Idea be ſug- 
geſted by any evil Spirit, becauſe when 
rightly underſtood, as taught in our 
Bibles, it appears wiſely calculated to 
anſwer many moral Ends and Purpoſes 
of the greateſt Importance.— 


Sacrifices are a kind of ſymbolical * 


ſtitutions, deſigned on the one Hand to 
repreſent the preſent polluted, guilty, mi- 
ſerable Condition of Mankind as Sin- 
ners; and the Juſtice, and Mercy of 
Gop on the other. The Death of the 
bleeding Victim reminds them of their 


Subjection to Death, and all the fearful _ 
Conſequences of Sin—Gov's accepting 


the Sacrifice, in their Stead and Behalf, 
ſhews his Placability and Readineſs to 
forgive all humble Penitents and admit 
them to his Favour, and at the ſame 
Time affords them the moſt affecting 


Motives to Repentance.—In ſhort, the 


Scripture Doctrine of Sacrifice tends to 
give us the moſt ſtriking Views of the 


N p 
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Purity of Gop; the Majeſty of his 
moral Government, his Abhorrence of 
Sin, and the exceeding Riches of his Be- 


nevolence and Merey ;—to humble the 
Sinners Pride, forbid his Deſpair, in- 


ſpire him with Hope, Love, Gratitude, 


and the moſt entire Devotion to the Will 


of Gop. All which demonſtrates that 
it muſt owe its Original to his Wiſdom 
and Goodnels, and not to the inventive 


Powers of human Wiſdom or Folly ; 
much leſs to diabolical Malevolence and | 


Deluſion. 


The . of Guilt tends to | 


make us afraid of the Juſtice and Power of 
| Gov, and to drive us from his Preſence, 


ſo that whatever pleaſing Ideas we 


might entertain of his Goodneſs and 
Mercy at other Times; yet when we 
come to ſee our Sins in a juſt Light, and 


take a nearer View of the divine Purity 7 


and Majeſty, we ſhall find our Fears a- 


wakened, and our Spirits held in trem- 


bling Suſpenſe about our Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance with Gop, however penitent, 


and anxiouſly deſirous of thoſe Bleſſings 


we 
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we may be. To deliver us from this 
Diſtreſs the Doctrine of atoning Sacri- 
ice is held up to our Notice in the Bible, 
as opening unto us an effectual Door of 
HFHope- but it ſhould be obſerved, that 
both the patriarchal Sacrifices, and thoſe 
appointed under the Diſpenſation of Mo- 
es, were but the general Outlines of the 
great Plan of Gop's merciful Kindneſs 
to Man, the full Meaning of which cen- 
tred in the grand Sacrifice of Jzsvs_ 
 CarisT which he offered once for all; and 
to which they all referred and owed all 
their Efficacy.* 

And what further ſhews chat Religion 
ces its Origin to divine Revelation is, 
that not one of all the many learned Phi- 
loſophers amongſt the molt enlightened 

Heathens has ever been able to give us 
any Thing like a clear and conſiſtent 
| Syſtem of Theiſm; or teach Mankind 
the Nature and Perfections of the Derry, 


* This Subject will be farther conſidered in the 
| Letter upon the Doctrine of Atonement. 


and 
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and how they might worſhip him in a 
rational and acceptable Manner. 

Even at Athens itfelf, the Centre of 
the Wiſdom and Learning of the Heathen 
World; where human Reaſon was in its 
higheſt Degree of Cultivation and Power, 


and where every Subject, capable of be- 
ing inveſtigated by it, was ſo well under- 
flood; even there we find the groſſeſt 


Blindneſs in the important Concerns of 
Religion, and the Practice of the 
moft ſtupid Idolatry; and this not only 
amongſt the illiterate Vulgar, but a- 
mongſt thoſe moſt admired for their na- 
tural and acquired Accompliſhments. 
Socrates, Plato, and others, have ſaid 
many fine Things of Dir, but after 
all, were ſo miſerably in the dark about 
his Perfections and Worſhip, and how 
to obtain his Favour, that the meaneſt 


and moſt illiterate true Chriſtian can 


give us an infinitely better Account of 
theſe important Articles of Religion than 
the wiſeſt of them have done. And 
even that little they did know was ow- 
ing more to traditional or written Reve- 
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lation, than the Reſearches of their 
own Reaſon.— 

* While on the other Hand we find a- 
mongſt the People under M. ſes, then per- 
haps the moſt unphiloſophical, illitorate, 
and ſtupid of any in the World, the 
ſublimeſt Notions of Gop, the moſt 
credible Account of the Origin of the 
World, and the beſt Syſtem of Religion 


and Morals, next to what we have 
under the preſent Diſpenſation of the 


Goſpel. Now to what could this Supe- 
riority be owing ? Moſt certainly to di- 
vine Revelation; or, to Mrael's being 
fayoured with ſupernatural Inſtruction ; 


while the Philoſophers were left en- 


tirely to their own beclouded Reaſon, 
or to the negleted Fragments of 'Tra- 
dition. Had the Light of Nature alone 
been ſufficient for the Purpoſes of true 
Religion, the Philoſophers molt certainly 
poſſeſſed it, in a far higher and more ex- 
tenſive Degree than the Maelites; we 
thould therefore have expected to have 


found the grand Defideratum amongſt 


the former, rather than the latter. The 
Aim 
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Aim of Moſes was to teach the Know- 
ledge and Worſhip of the TRUE Gop, 
and to root out the Idolatry that then 
reigned in the World: About this impor- 
tant Buſineſs the Philoſophers gave them- 
ſelves no Concern. If their Notions were 
a little more refined than thoſe of the 
Vulgar, yet they gave into their Practice 
and countenanced their Idolatry, by 
publicly conforming to all the ſuper- 
| ſtitious Rites of their Country. And 
it is ſaid that even Socrates, wiſe and 
good as he ſeems in other Reſpects to 
have been, talked of ſacrificing a Cock 
to Aſculapius, and compoſed Hymns in 
Praiſe of Apollo a little before he died. 
Lea, even the Iſraelites themſelves, 
when they ſorſook the Light of divine 
Revelation, to follow that of their own 
dark Reaſon ; fell into abominable Ido- 
latries. Let-us talk no more then of the 
Sufficiency of Reaſon in the Concerns 
of Religion; for in Fact, the ſtrenuous 
Aſſertors of this Sufficiency, owe all 
their beſt and cleareſt Notions of the 
Subject, to that benign Light they ſo 
M Zea- 
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zealouſly nne and the Neceſſity of 
Which they deny. — | 
And, indeed, it appears from the Hit 

tory of Mankind, that it was the gene- 
ral received Opinion, that ſome Gos 
muſt be their Inſtructor, in the great 
Buſineſs of Religion. There never was 
any Leader in this Buſineſs, were his 
Pretenſions true or falſe (the Deiſts 
themſelves ſcarcely excepted *) but ſet out 
upon this Ground, announced a divine 
Commiſſion, and declared that he received! 
from Heaven the Doctrines he taught: 
Witneſs Numa and Mahomet, as well as 
Moſes and ChxIsr. Nor can it be main- 
tained on any rational Principle, that the 
human Mind is incapable of receiving 
the Knowledge of particular 'Truths from 
the Derry, or that it is any Way unwor- 
thy of his infinite Dignity to hold ſuch 
2 Correſpondence with on. 


* Alluding to the well known Caſe of Lord Herbert. | 
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L E i TT" R VII. 


Some Hints on the Immortality of the human 


Soul, as a Doctrine of — Re- 


velation. 


Dean $12, 


\ MONGST the ſeveral Articles of 
what is called the Religion of Na- 


ture, that of the IMMorTALITY oF Tas 


HUMAN SOUL, has generally been reckoned 


one of no ſmall Importance; but which, 
I apprehend, will appear, upon a fair Ex- 


amination, to be a Doctrine of divine 
Revelation, and not the Diſcovery of 
Man's Reaſon, though agreeable to it. 

Many of the Heathens, indeed, ad- 


mitted this Doctrine, and have ſaid 
"oy good Things about it, though their 
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Ideas were extremely vague and con- 
fuſed. They found it very flattering to 
their Ambition and Hopes, and there. 
fore wiſhed it to be true, and ſometimes 
thought it ſo, though at other Times 
they doubted it.“ 

Mankind feel themſelves mortal, hw 


therefore the Light of Nature is ſufficient; 


* Even Cicero, though ſometimes in Raptures with 
the Thought, at other Times doubts, and knows not 
what to think—Now it is—** Quod fi in hoc erro— 
„ libenter erro; nec mihi hunc errorem, quo di- 
lector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo.? (De Senect.) 
At another Time he heſitates, eſpecially about the 
Nature of this Immortality, and particularly the 


State of Puniſhment, and ſomewhere ſays,.—“ Non 


« eft Anus tam excors que credat.” Fuvenal ſays, 
Nec pueri credunt.“ And on the Roman Theatre it 
was ſung—** poſt mortem nihil. “ Voltaire on Tolerat. 
Cicero Tuſc. Queſt, I. v. 5. 6, &c. Socrates, Se- 
neca, and even Plato, ſometimes ſpeak very doubt- 
fully on this Head. Ariſtotle, Ceſar, Plutarch, 
and others were abſolute Infidels. See Dr. Whitby's 
Note on 2 Tim. 1. 10. Cicero Tuſc. I. i. 5. 31. 
Dicæarchus wrote three Books againſt the Soul's Im- 
mortality. See Mrs. Carter's Epiſt. p. 19. 
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but how Creatures ſo circumſtanced, and 
ſo ignorant of the Nature of the human 
Soul, ſhould, without the Aſſiſtance of 
ſupernatural Revelation, diſcover that 
they were immortal, and in the Midſt of 
Death even dream of Life, is incon- 
ceivable. All that Philoſophy can do in 
this Caſe, is to Reaſon upon the Principles 
of Nature within its Reach, but here 
are no ſuch Principles. When we 
come firſt into the World, there is no 
Trace of an immortal Mind perceivable 
in any of us; and when we die, or go 
out of the World, we leave no Trace of 
ſuch a Mind behind us as ſtill exiſting; 
however brilliant the Evidences of ſuch 
a Mind before, it is all impenetrable 
Darkneſs now. Here then all Reaſoning 

1s at an End, without ſome farther Light. 

An Argument for the Probability of the 

Soul's ſtill exiſting may be drawn from 
the Greatneſs and Excellency of its 
Powers; ; the utter Inſufficiency of all 
temporal Good to fill its Capacity and 
"ry" its Deſires ; and the ſtrong Ex- 
0 pectations 
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pectations it carries about with it of 


ſomething beyond the utmoſt Limits of 
Time, &c. but this is all: Certainty 
muſt be derived from another Source, 


For, we are to remember, Map is a 
guilty Creature, and has forfeited his 
whole Right to Life, and is actually un- 
der a Sentence of Death, which, for 


aught he knows, may include the entire 
Deſtruction of his whole Exiſtence. 


Beſides, the all-wiſe Gop may, for any 


Thing mere Reaſon can tell us to the 
contrary, have many other Ends to an- 
ſwer by thoſe Powers and Affections of 


the human Mind, than that of their = 


ture eternal Exiſtence. 
Moreover, all created Exiſtence ary 


depend upon the Will of the Creator, 
and therefore though we now exiſt, we 


cannot juſtly infer that we ſhall always 


exiſt, unleſs Gop himſelf is pleaſed to 
aſſure us of it. 


Some conſider the Immateriality of the 


Soul, or its being a pure indiviſible Spi- 
rit, as a Proof of its Immortality : But 


- Hong 
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. 
though I believe the Soul to be properly 
: a ſpiritual or immaterial Subſtance ; yet I 
E 


can't infer its Immortailty from thence. 
) | Becauſe this is a mere metaphyſical Hy- 
potheſis, without the Light of Revela- 
tion ;—becauſe we have very imperfect 
: Ideas of the abſtract Nature of Spirit ;— 
and becauſe, if it proved any Thing here, 
it would prove too much; for it would 
prove that the human Soul was neceſſu- 
rily, and conſequently independently im- 
mortal, and that even Gov himſelf could 
not deſtroy or put an End to its Exiſtence, 
which is too abſurd and monſtrous an 
Idea to be admitted. Gop ALONE hath 
abſolute and independent Immortality: All 
other, even immaterial Beings, depend 
on His Pleaſure for their Continuance in 
Exiſtence, and not upon their Immate= 
riality. The Almighty can endue even 
material Subſtances with immortal Life, 
if he pleaſe; and certainly will do ſo at 
the Reſurrection. We conclude, there- 
fore, that the Idea of the immortal Du- 
_ of the Soul of Man, which is ſo 
generally 
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generally received, is derived from the 
Light of ſupernatural Revelation, impart- 
ed more or leſs to all Mankind. 


The Doctrine of our immortal / '3, 


iſtence is extremely agreeable to our 


- Natures as Men, and to our Deſites of 


Happineſs ; and -when that Happineſs 


ſeems to open to our View, and flatters 


our Hopes, we pant and long for the 
Poſſeſſion, and are eaſily perſwaded what 


is ſodelightful muſt be true :—But when 
we come to examine the Matter more 


cooly, by the Light of Reaſon only, 


Doubts will ariſe ; and if, from the Con- 


ſciouſneſs of Guilt, and the Diſpleaſure 
of Gov which we feel we have deſerved, 
| we ſee Reaſon to fear our Immortality 
will be miſerable, we ſhall find ourſelves 


diſpoſed to catch at every Objection we 
meet with againſt the Doctrine, wiſh it 
may not be true, too eaſily. perſwade 
ourſelves it is not, and gladly embrace 
the Idea of a total Extinction of Being at 


Death, as our only Conſolation. In 


ſuch a Situation of Mind as this, the 


: mere 
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mere Light of Nature will do but very 
little towards the real Belief of the Doc- 
trine of future Exiſtence ;—a Belief of 
infinite Importance to our Happineſs, 
as it affords us a very powerful Motive 
to that Repentance, without which we 
. muſt periſh; and lays a very powerful 
Reſtraint upon the vicious Propenſities 
of our Natures which we are ſo prone 
to indulge. —The Thought of this Truth 
preſented to the Mind, in the tremen- 
dous Light in which divine Revelation 
ſets it, has often made even the har- 
dened Sinner tremble ; ſhewn him, in 
the cleareſt Light, the abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity of a Reformation, and kept him 
from putting into Execution many an 
horrid Purpoſe of his Soul, to which 
he was tempted. 
In ſhort, the whale of real 1 Religion 
depends ſo entirely on divine Revela- 
tion, that where this Revelation is loſt, 
or rejected for the mere Light of Na- 
ture, there all Religion is loſt alſo, 
though the Light of Nature ſtill re- 


main 


\ 
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main, as the miſerable Condition of 
| ſome of the Savage Nations abundantly 
B proves. And even amongſt the Pro- 
| feſſors of Chriſtianity we find, that in 
Proportion as the ſacred Scriptures are 
made to give Way to the Sufficiency of 
human Reaſon, the Spirit and Power of 
true Religion evaporates and dies away. 


— 
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LETT 32 Ma 


That the Bible ſpeaks of Religion as r- 
VEALED.—T he Revelation UNniversAL 
AND ALWAYS Zhe SAME in Subflance. 


S there are many, my dear Sir, who 
A. ſincerely believe the Bible to be the 
Word of Gov, and yet talk of a natural 
Religion as diſtinguiſhable from the Re- 
vealed, it may not be amiſs for us to 
conſider this Matter a little more parti- 
cularly, as it appears in that divine Book. 
here we learn that true Religion, in 
all its fundamental and leading Articles, 
from the Days of Adam, to the Appear- 
ance of CHRIST, and the Miniftry of the 
Apoſtles, was taught by Gov himſelf, or 
the Inſpiration of his holy Spirit. That 
Is our 
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our firſt Parents were ſo taught, appears 


from the prohibitory Command given 
them, not to eat of the Tree of the Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, and from the In- 
9 of the Sabbath ; about the Na- 
ture and Deſign of neither of which 


they could have known any Thing with- 


out divine Inſpiration ;—The Conſequence 
of Diſobedience in the former Inſtance 


they were told was Death ;—and as 


to the latter, that Gop, having finiſhed 
his Work of Creation, bleſſed the ſeventh 


Day and ſanctiſied it; that is, ſet it apart 


for holy Uſes, with an Aſſurance of ren- 


dering the Duties of it peculiarly delight- 
ful and profitable. But what theſe Du- 


ties were, and how to be acceptably per- 


formed, they could not poſſibly know 


without divine Inſtruction : Nor could 
they, indeed, ever have thought of num- 
bering their Days by ſevens, rather than 


by ſixes or eights, &c. without ſuch 
Inſtruction. Other Diviſions of Time 


might have been diſcovered by a proper 
Uſe of the Light of Nature; but the 


fixing 


if ſo, much more the Nature and Uſe 


(though not allowing) that the Light of 


Nature might ſhew them that Gop ought) 


to be worſhipped, they would ſcarce- 
ly have thought of doing it on his Day, 
any more than on any other, without he 
had condeſcended to inform them. 
After the Fall of our firſt Parents, 
when a new Syſtem of Religion became 
neceſſary, but which it was impoſſible 
in the Nature of Things, they ſhould be 
able to diſcover, by the Light of their 
depraved Reaſon.—The Bible informs us 
hat the bleſſed Gop was graciouſly 
pleaſed to become their Inſtructor; and 
accordingly upon this awful Event, we 
hear him ſaying, + that the Seed of the 
Woman ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Ser- 


pent. Which Words, though addreſſed 


more immediately to the Serpent, or ra- 


'* Grotius de Ver. Relig, Chriſt. 


+ Gen. Hi. 15, 


ther 


fixing upon this veely Period muſt be 
by ſpecial Direction from Heaven,“ and 


of this ſacred Day. For, ſuppoſing 
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ther the Devil himſelf who had acted as 
the Tempter by the Medium of the Ser- 


pent, were ſpoken in the Hearing of the 


guilty Pair, and no Doubt meant for 
their Encouragement and Comfort. A- 
greeable to this Idea Expoſitors in gene- 
ral, both Jewiſh and Chriftian underſtand 


the Meſſiah to be referred to, and we 
Chriſtians the Lozxp JESUS CHRIST ; who 


comes, as the Apoſtle tells us expreſsly, 
to deſtroy the Works of the Devil. Here 


then we fee the firſt Dawnings of the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel upon our 


benighted World. 

The Inſtitution of Sacrifices af Atones 
ment for Sin, before hinted, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe took Place upon this 


Occaſion ; and the Meaning and Deſign 
of them, and the Reference they had to 


the Redeemer then announced, were 
doubtleſs pointed out to our firſt Parents 
by their divine Inſtructor. The Brevity 


of the ſacred Hiſtory here would not 


admit of a Detail of Particulars upon 
the Subject, nor was it neceſſary to us, 


but the Sum and Subſtance of the whole, 
5 m8 
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as we may learn from what is related, is 
this Free Pardon of Sin, and eternal Life, 
as the Gift of Gov through a Mediator, to 
all penitent Sinners who ſincerely believe this 
Diſcovery of Mercy, and live in Conformity 
to its Nature and Deſign. 
This Doctrine, no doubt, Adam taught 
his Family, and they theirs, and ſo on, 
through ſucceeding Generations, more 
or leſs perfectly. Accordingly we read * 
that in Proceſs of Time, or, as the Hebrew 
is, IN THE END or Dars, i. e. of the 
Week, or on the /eventh Day (as ſome 
learned Men have obſerved) Cain and 
Abel brought their reſpective Offerings to 
the Lond, Cain appears to have had no 
Faith in the revealed Doctrine, that 
without ſheding of Blood there is no Re- 
miſſion, and therefore only brought of the 
Fruits of the Ground. Abel believed that 
important Truth as eſſential to the Re- 
ligion of Sinners; and brought of the 
Firſtlings of his Flock; and is therefore 


Gen. iv. 3. 4+ + Heb. xi. 4. 


er 


ſaid, by Faith to have offered a more ex- 


cellent Sacrifice than Cain 


This Syſtem of evangelical Religion” 


was ſupported from 'Time to 'Time, by 
renewed Admonitions, and additional 


Diſcoveries from Heaven, granted to 


Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, and ſo 


on, *till, in the Fulneſs of Time, GO 
ſent forth his Sox, the promiſed Re- 


* deemer, who. after appearing in our 


Fleſh, ſuffering and dying upon a Croſs; 


riſing from the Dead, and aſcending into 


Heaven, opened a new Treaſureof Grace, 
and- poured more abundant Glory upon 
the Religions of fallen Man. Thus we 


ſee that in every Age, and under every 
Form the Subſtance of - their Religion 
was the ſame—the ſame Doctrine of 
gracious Salvation through a Mediator. 
Accordingly we read that Abraham ſaw 
the Day of Carisr, had the Goſpel 


| preached unto him, and taught his 


Houſehold 


-and that the juſt always 


lived, and avere ſaved by Faith even as ave. 


All which appears with the fulleſt Evi- 


Epiſtle 
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dence in the eleventh Chapter of the 


e ft 
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Epiſtle to the Hebrews.—There are in 


Fact three ſeveral Editions of the Goſpel, 
(viz.) the Patriarchal, the Moſaic, and 
the Apoſtolical; but all the ſame divine 


Charter, in Nature, Deſign, Tendency 5 
holding forth the ſame Gov, the ſame 


REDEEMER, the lame Holineſs and e 
ternal Liſe. 

And from this View of the Matter, it 
appears alſo that this Religion is uni- 
VERSAL, and has been communicated, 
more or leſs, to all Nations; or, as the 


Apoſtle expreſſes it, preached to every Crea- 


ture. This was certainly the Caſe in the 
Days of Adam, and his immediate Poſte- 


rity, and of Noah after the Flood, &c. 


and ſo on, more or leſs, even to this 


A They 


„It is true, Mankind both before and after the 


Flood ſoon corrupted their Religion by their own ſu- 


perſtitious Inventions; but ſtill ſome of the ſame 
leading Principles were preſerved amongſt them; ſuck 
as the Belief of a Gop, the moral Governour of the 
World ;—of a future State of Rewards and Puniſh 


ments; the Neceſlity of Sacrifices, Repentance, &c. 


* ne £4” 
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They muſt, therefore, be exceedingly 


wien who ſpeak of the Goſpel, or, 


as it is ſometimes called, Chri/tianity, ag 
entirely unknown in the World, till the 
Appearance of CHRIS in the Fleſh, and 
give the Deiſts very great Advantage in 
the Diſpute between us.—* For,” ſay 
they, if God ſo loved the World, as 
* you and your Goſpel tell us he did, 
© how came he to leave its miſerable In- 


. habitants without any Knowledge of 


* himſelf, and his Mercy, for ſo many 
« 'Thouſands of Years, as upon your 
© Plan he muſt have done? And, if he did 
6 reveal his Will to them, that he did it no 
«© ſooner, nor make it even then univerſal, 
5 leaving nine Parts out of ten entirely 
« deſtitute of it.” — But, if, as I have 
endeavoured to ſhew, Chriſtianity be in 
Fact, though not as old as the Creation, 
pet, as old as the Fall, all Objections 
againſt it, n che Ground above men- 

| tioned, 
This is clear from the general Hiſtory of Mankiad ; 
and particularly from the ſacred Hiſtory, as appears 
from the Caſe of the Ninivites, Jonah iii, 


tio 
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tioned, are entirely removed eels 
from the whole I think we may ſafely 
conclude, that what of true Religion 


there is any where in the World, be it 


more or leſs, is not properly the Religion 


of Nature, but of Revelation ; and that 


the Religion of the Patriarchal Age 
(ſome Remains of which are to be found 
in the Heathen World, at this Day) is 


as truly and really, though not ſo clearly 


and fully Evangelical as ours ;—The Ob- 


ject of Worſhip, the Ground of Hope, 
and the Medium of Acceptance, being 


in the Main the ſame, however diver- 
fied in Circumſtances, by particular 
Diſpenſations, and however thoſe Diſ- 
penſations may have been corrupted. 

The Chriſtian Religion has, indeed, 


its Peculiarities, and the State of Man- 


kind requires that it ſhould; but theſe 
Peculiarities come atteſted by ſuch real 
andſtriking Interpoſitions of divine Power 
and Wiſdom as no other Syſtem of Re- 


ligion ever did or could pretend to.—Its 
| Declarations and Promiſes anſwer, in 
the moſt ſatisfactory Manner, to the 


N32 - © cleareſt 
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cleareſt and moſt rational Idea Mankind 
have of Gov, and of their Duty, and 
Happineſs; and, particularly, to thoſe 
inward Feelings of the divine Diſplea« 


ſure againſt them for their Sins, to 


which, by the Conſtitution of their Na- 
ture, they are liable. * If there be a 
God, as we are ſure there is, he muſt be 
| ſuch an one as the Chriſtian Revelation, 


taken in its plain natural Meaning, ex- 


hibits to our View. If Man be any 


Thing more than abſolute Vanity, he 


muſt be what that Revelation deſcribes; 


and 


* It is very remarkable, that there never was any 
Syſtem of Religion 'and Morals, ever known in 
the World, the Principles of which were really a- 
dapted to the common Senſe and Feelings of the hu- 


man Mind, and its true State and Condition, but that - 
contained in our Bibles ; for which Reaſon, if I had 


no other, I ſhould embrace it. None of them can 
tell us how a ſinful Man mey be accepted as juſt with 
God ; or-anſwer that moſt intereſting of all Queſtions 


—IWhat fball Ido to be ſaved? to the Satisfaction of 


/ 


a truly enlightened e 


T, 
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and if he would be really happy, muſt be 
what that Revelation requires him to be, 
even a penitent Believer in the Teſtimony 
it bears to the Being Perfections and 
Mercy of Gov in his Son, fincerely de- 
voted to his Will, and capable of taſting 
the higheſt Satisfaction and Delight in 
the Conſciouſneſs of this Favour, —Light 
is not more adapted to delight the Eye, 
Muſic the Ear, Health the Diſeaſed, or 
Liberty the miſerable Captive, than the 


Evangelical Religion to cheer and de- 
light the Heart of Man. It is, there- 

fore, very juſtly tiled, glad Tidings of © 
great Joy—a Word worthy of all Accep- 


tation, the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed 


| Gov, But why fo ? Not merely becauſe 
it affords a more perfect Syſtem of Mo- 


rals than was commonly known, and ſets 


a future State in a elearer and more 


certain Light, but, chiefly, becauſe it | 


points out a ſure and effectual Way'for 


the Recovery of fallen Man; tells him 


| how he may be forgiven, made like God, 
in true Holineſs, and enjoy his Favour 


and 
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and Friendſhip for ever. In a Word; 
we ſee, in the Goſpel of CHRIST; the di- 
vine Perfections and Government ſet in 
ſo amiable a Light, have ſuch ſtrong Con- 
ſolations there ſuggeſted to us, againſt 
all the Calamities of Life, and the Ter- 
rors of Death; and ſuch glorious Proſ- 
pects opened to our View in the eternal 
World, that if we are not loſt to all the 
rational Notions and the moral Feelings of 
our Minds, we cannot help approving it, 
and receiving it as worthy of the divine 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and deſerving of 
our moſt grateful Acknowledgments and 
eternal Obedience; and I will add, it is 
no inconſiderable Evidence of the divine 
Original of the Religion of CHRIST, that 
no 


* Tt muſt be an unſpeakable Conſolation to the 
firſt guilty Pair, to find the dreadful Sentence of 

Death ſuſpended, and the Hope of Forgiveneſs, and of 
a better Life ſet before them, through the Mercy of 
Gop in the promiſed Redeemer, It ſhould be 
Matter of till greater Conſolation to us, who are 
guilty too, to have the Way of Happineſs opened to 
us with ſo much more abundant Glory. 
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no truly gæad Man, or one that feared and 
loved Gop from his Heart, and really 

Ws delighted in moral Excellency, was ever 

found amongſt its determined Oppoſers, 

but the Vicious and Profane, the Ene- 

mies to Gop and Goodneſs only.  _ 


I am, &c. 


LET. IX, 
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of * View of the Religion of the Bible, 
and particularly of the Doctrine of the 
Atonement, with the Objefions againſt it. 


UMAN Reaſon, you will ac- 
a knowledge, dear Friend, in its 
| preſent State is very imperfect, and 
liable to be impoſed on by falſe Ap- 
pearances and firſt Impreſſions, and too 
often miſtakes Error for Truth, and 
Truth for Error; no Wonder then it 
ſhould be ſo often ready to heſitate and 
ſtumble at ſome of the Truths of ſuper- 
natural Revelation, when relying upon 
its own Strength, though every Way as 
rational as thoſe which this Reaſon it- 
ſelf i is luppoled to diſcover by its own 
| Light, 
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Light, and generally attended with Evi- 
dence every Way as clear and incon- 
teſtible: Unbiafſed Reaſon, therefore, 
will as readily 'embrace the former as 
the latter. It is allowed that there are 
ſeveral particular Facts and Doctrines 
recorded in the Bible, which are beyond 
the Power of our natural Faculties fully 
to comprehend ; but ſo there are in 
what is called Natural Religion ; ſuch as 
the abſtract Nature and Perfections of 
the Deity, the Manner of their Ex- 
iſtence, and Operations; his Immenſity, 
Eternity, &c. The Belief of which 
lies at the Foundation of all Religion, 
though there is nothing contrary to Rea- 
ſon, or irreconcilable with its Dictates 
in any of theſe Particulars. We have, 
therefore, very juſt and rational Grounds 
for believing all the Truths of ſuperna- 
tural Revelation, however incomprehen- 
ſible they may appear to our weak Minds, 
while Reaſon itſelf allows they are not 

contradictory to it. | 
Since the Fall of Man, as already 
hinted, the Drirr appears in a new Cha- 
rater, 
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1 that of a REDEEMER, and accord- 
ingly a new Revelation of his Will takes 
Place, both attended with Circumſtances, 
entirely out of the Sphere of what we 
uſually call Nature. By this Revelation 
new Truths are conveyed to the Mind of 
Man concerning his moral State of Guilt 
and Miſery, and Deliverance from it. 
He is brought acquainted with the deep 
Things of Gov, his Juſtice and Mercy, 
Things which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Heart of 
Man conceived, and conſequently are out 
of our merely natural Way of Thinking 
and yet, when propoſed to us, if duly 
attended to, they will appear perfectly 
rational and conſiſtent with every right 
Principle in the Conſtitution of the hu- 
man Mind. Man is treated as a rati- 
onal Being as much ſince, as before his 
Fall into Sin. Every Thing neceſſary for 
him to know and comprehend, is as 
knowable and comprehenſible now as 
then. The Love of CurisT, though it 
| pafſeth Knowledge, is, nevertheleſs, as ra- 
tional, as if it did not: For, it by no 
Means follows, that becauſe we do not 

under- | 


Let, IX. OF RELIGION. 203 


underſtand the whole of a Thing, it muſt 
be therefore. irrational to believe it, and 
treat it as if we knew nothing about it. 
Such Reaſoning and Conduct would 
break in upon the Conſtitution of Nature 
as well as Religion. | 

The leading T ruths in Chriflianity, 
and thoſe more peculiar to it are 
That Mankind are all Sinners, and as 
ſuch expoſed to the Diſpleaſure of Gop; 
and rendered utterly incapable of the Eu- 
joyment of Communion with him, by the 
moral Depravity of their Minds. That 
Gol is in CarisT, reconciling the World 


15 himſelf ; by making his Soul an Offering 


of Atonement or Propitiation for Sin; and 
| ſending his moLy Se1x1T, to enlighten 
our Underſtandings, ſubdue our Wills, 
and purify our Hearts, unite us. to 
_ Cantsr, enable us to obey the Will of 
Gov, and qualify us for the Enjoyment 
of his Friendſhip and Love; which the 
| Scriptures call our being born again, by 

the Word and Spirit of Gop. 
Againſt theſe Peculiarities of the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation; arten againſt the 
5 Atone- | 


204 ON THE NATURE, &c, Let. IX. 
Atonement of Sin by the Death of Cnkisr, 
and the Change of our Principles and Con- 
duct, by the Se1RIT and Grace of CHRIST, 
ſome who poſſeſs, in no mean Degree, 
the Powers of Reaſon, have been too 
ready to object though rather from not 
clearly underſtanding the Subjects, than 
from any real Abſurdity found in them. 
For Reaſon truly enlightened, and not 
under the Influence of violent Prejudices, 
will find no juſt Ground for the Support 
of any Objections here. It is true, both 
the Doctrine of Atonement, and the ſpe- 
cial Influence of the Divine Spirit, ſtand 
in direct Oppoſition to that Pride of hu- 
man Nature, which we are all too prone 
to indulge; but we ſhould remember 
that corrupt Pride is not Reaſon ; and 
it is the declared Deſign of the Goſpel 
Revelation (as it is fit it ſhould be) to 
take away all Ground of boaſting from 
Man, laying him low at the Footſtool of 
the divine Majeſty, and teach him to ex- 
pect both Righteouſneſs and Strength 
in JeHovan his Gov, as Matter of pure 
Grace. The Goſpel brings the righteous 
| | Phariſee, 


Let. IX. OF RELIGION. 20g 


Phariſee, and the unholy Publican, un- 
der the ſame Obligations to the divine 
Mercy ;—Forgiveneſs is as neceſſary to 
the former as to the latter; and, if he 
expects to ſind it, he muſt come into the 
Preſence of the moſt Hicn, with a Go 
be merciful unto me a Sinner. Both are in- 
debted to the Sacrifice of CaztsT, and 
both muſt draw nigh unto Gop by Faith 
in this new and living Way ; the Con- 
ſciences of both muſt be purged from dead 
Works by the Blood of Jz8vs, and both ſanc- 
tified by the ſame Spirit, in Order to their 


_ Enjoyment of eternal Life. 


The Rationality of the Doctrine of the 
| Atonement of Sin by the Sacrifice of 
Curisr, appears in its being ſo eminently 
well calculated to ſet in the moſt affec- 
ing Light—the deteſtable Nature of Sin, 
the Greatneſs of the divine Juſtice ; 
and the awful Depth of that Miſery into 
which, as Sinners, we are plunged. It 
is true, Gop's declaring that he will not 
forgive Sin without Repentance, affords 
ſome Evidence of theſe Truths ; but 
they certainly. appear in a much more 
| ſtriking | 
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ſtriking Light, when we conſider, that 


Sin is ſo extremely offenſive to an holy 
Gov, that Floods of penitential Tears, 


and the moſt fincere Returns to Duty, 
cannot properly atone for the Guilt of 
one Tranſgreſhon, or fatisfaRorily re- 
pair the Diſhonour it has done to' the 
Majeſty of the divine Government; but 


that ſomething of infinitely greater 
Worth, than any Thing the Sinner can 


offer, is neceſſary, to make Way for his 


Reſtoration to the divine Favour. And, 


by the ſcriptural Accounts of the Matter, 
it appears, that infinite Wiſdom would 


admit of nothing leſs, in this Caſe, than 


the Incarnation, Sufferings, and Death 
of the BELOVID Son or Gop; and that 


the moſt Penitent and Reformed amongſt 


Men will be accepted oxLY through him. 
This, indeed, is the Glory due to his Name. 


And, certainly, in this View of Things 


we muſt ſee many, peculiar and affect- 
ing, Motives to Repentance, which we 
ſhould otherwiſe have been utter Stran- 
gers to. But, as this Doctrine at the 


lame Time leads us to ſee our own Un- 


worthineſs - 
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worthineſs, Guilt, and Wretchedneſs, in 
a Light far more humiliating and morti- 
fying, no Wonder it ſhould meet with 
ObjeQions from the falſe Pride which is 
ſo pleaſing to our depraved Natures. 
1 mean not here to ſtate this important 
Doctrine, and anſwer the Objections to 
it, at large, but only give you ſome ge- 
neral Idea of it, with a few elucidating 
Hints tending to confirming you in the 
bleſſed Hope grounded upon it. I would | 
nevertheleſs, by the Way obſerve, that 
all the Objections to this Doctrine, I 
have ever yet met with, amongſt the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity ; ſeem to ariſe 
from ſome miſtaken Idea of it, and that 
owing partly, at leaſt, to the Miſrepre- 
fentations that ſome of its Friends have 
given it; and partly to their own want 
of a true and lively Feeling of the Malig- 
nity of their Guilt, a juſt View of the 
Purity and Juſtice of Gov, and of the 
Suitability and Importance of an atoning 
Mediator, in Order to the Enjoyment ot 
true Peace of Conſcience. For, it is ob- 
N chat whenever any of the guilty 

Children. 
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Children of Men have been brought to 


| ſee themſelves, Iv EED, as Sinners 1 


gainſt the moſt Hin, yoLYy, anp Just 


Gov, and to realize in their Minds, the 


Purity of his Nature, the Equity of his 
Laws, the Majeſty of his Government, 


hen they have fel: as well as ſcen, the 
Depravity of their Hearts and Lives, 


and found by Experience the awful 
Weight of ſuch Expreſſions in their Bi- 


bles as theſe—Thou art of purer Eyes than 


to behold Iniquity—God ts angry with the 


Micled every Day Te Wrath of Gov is 


revealed from Heaven againſt all Un- 


righteouſneſs —T he Wages of Sin 15 Death ; 
—IWithout ſhedding of Blood there is no Re- 


miſſion; our Go is @ conſuming Fire, &c. 


When, I ſay, this has been the Caſe, 


whatever Hope they had before derived 
from the Idea of the comparative Small- 


neſs of their Guilt, and the mere Mer cy 


of Gop; and however penitent and well 


diſpoſed they might have thought them- 


ſelves, yet, upon this fuller and more 


lively Conviction, they have found their 
ny fail — and that nothing could 
ſatisfy 
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ſatisfy their Doubts, remove their Fears, 


and reſtore ſolid Peace to their Conſci- 


ences, but a juſt View of the Sacrifice of 
CarrsT, and an humble Truſt in it, as 


the only divinely appointed Medium of 


removing their Guilt, and opening a 
Way to the Enjoyment of the pardon- 
ing Mercy of Gov : * But reſting here, 
with a truly penitential Faith, they have 
found, by happy Experience, a peculiar 
Sweetneſs in thoſe Expreſſions Me have 
Redemption through his Blood, even the 

N 


I dare not they, as fome do, that a Man cannot be 


a real Chriſtian, who may happen to ſtumble at this 


Doctrine, as generally explained by ſuch as believe 
the Death of Chriſt to be a real atoning Sacrifice for 
sin; or who may entertain ſuch miſtaken Notions 
of it as ſeem to fink it much below its true Dig 
nity; but ſtill I muſt ſay, I think their Miſtakes of 
no ſmall Conſequence to the Intereſt of Religion, and 
the true Spirit of the Goſpel ; and that they ariſe from 
too high an Opinion of the Authority and Sufficiency 
of their own merely natural Reaſon; and ſome Pre- 
judices too haſtily taken up againſt the Doctrine from 


the unſcriptural and abſurd Ns Hrs of it 


beds have met with, 
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Forgiveneſs of Sins—The Blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all Sin—purges the Conſcience 
from dead Works —who has loved us, and 
waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blocd ; 

ina Word, to a Mind, under ſuch Con- 
victions, the Doctrine of CnRIS T cru- 
cijſied has been indeed the Power of Gop 
zo Salvation—and the very Name of Jzsvs 
as Life from the Dead. Here they per- 
ceive with the moſt delightful Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Gratitude, how the awful Ma- 


jeſty of Heaven againſt whom they have 


ſinned, can be 7%, and yet the Fuſtiſier of 


him that believeth in Jeſus. Here all that 


the moſt enlightened Reaſon, and the 
tendereſt Conſcience, can ſuggeſt to the 
humble Penitent, as neceſſary to his 
Peace and Reconciliation with Gov, is 
to be found, and here onLyY. For, as 
through a lively Belief of this Grace, we 
receive the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and 
are made Heirs of the Promiſe of eter- 
nal Life, by the Conſtitution of the Goſ- 
pel; ſo this Way we allo derive that e- 

vangelical Diſpoſition to Repentance and 


Holineſs, which is ſo 0 EXPERI required, 
not, 
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not, indeed, as, an Atonement for our 
Sins, but as a neceſſary Qualification for 
the afual Engoynent of the Divine 
Favour. 

And as this Doctrine of the Atonement 


is ſo efſential to the rational Conſolation 


of guilty Man, the blefled Gov has taken 
Care to ſet it before us, in his Book, in 
the ſtrongeſt Light, and to ſpeak of it 
with the moſt determinate Preciſion mor- 


tal Language is capable of; ſo that it re- 
quires an uncommon Degree of critical 
Abilities, to put upon the Words he has 


been pleaſed to uſe in this Caſe, any 


Thing like a plauſible Senſe, contrary 


to the Idea of a true and proper Sacri- 


fice, or Propitiation for the Sins of Men. 


They who deny the Doctrine of a true 
and proper Atonement, generally repre- 


| ſent its Advocates, as ſuppoſing the Mind 5 
of God to be really changed from Anger 


to Favour by the Death of CHRIST: 
And as believing that a Confidence in his 


Sacrifice will anſwer the End of all Re- 
pentance and Obedience, than which 


nothing can be farther from the Truth, 
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with reſpect to all ſober and rational De- 


fenders of the DoQtrine.—We as firmly 


believe the abſolute Neceſſity of Repent- 
ance and Obedience, in their Place, and 
as the indiſpenſible Qualifications for the 
Enjoyment of Pardon and eternal Life, 
as they who deny the Atonement can 
poſſibly do: Nor do we ſuppoſe Gop at 


Enmity with us before the Death of 


CHRIST, any more than after it; or, that 


his Mind is changed from Anger to Pla- 

cability; from Wrath to Mercy by it — 
So far from this, we conſider the very 
Appointment” of CHRIs T, as a Sacrifice 
for our Sins, to be owing entirely to the 


pure Love and Benevolence of the 


Derry : Or, in our Loxd's own Words, 


That Gop ſo loved the World, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting 
Life; * that having a Right to puniſh Sin, 


or ſhew his juſt Reſentment againſt it, 
he choſe to do it this Way; and having 


a Right to forgive it alſo, that he choſe 


* John Ill, 16. 


to 
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to do it through this Medium, ſo admi- 


rably calculated to do the moſt fignal 


Honour to his moral Government, and 
moſt effectually promote the Happineſs 
of the Governed. They ſuppoſe Gov for- 
gives Sin as an Act merely of governing 
Power and Dominion : We ſuppoſe Gop 
does not goygrn the moral World by mere 
Power, but by Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 
is, Juſtice; and, that he therefore pays 
a due Regard to his Juſtice in the For- 
giveneſs of Sin, as well as to his Mercy. 


A Derry poſſeſſed of Almighty Power, 


without Juſtice, is dreadful even to think 
of Or ſuppoſe him ever ſo merciful, 


yet, while we conſider that Mercy as diſ- 


penſed by a merely arbitrary Power, and 

without Regard to the Honours of his 

Juſtice, we degrade the Dignity of his 

Government, and weaken the Ground of 

the penitent Sinner's Confidence and 
« A Gop all Mercy, is a God unjuſt,” * 


It is alſo objeted—* that puniſhing 
5 the Innocent for the Crimes of the 


. Dr. Young's Night Thoughts. | 
| | 5 % Guilty, 
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“Guilty, is a ſhocking Inconſiſteney 
c with all our Ideas of Juſtice.“ Nat 
in the leaſt, if the Innocent voluntarily 
conſents to it; ſuffers only for a Time; 
and, as the Reward of his Benevolence, 
poſſeſſes the higheſt Honours, and moſt 
abundant Felicity; particularly, the Ho- 
nour of a Name above every Name, The 
Government of Univerſal Nature, and 
the ſublime Satisfaction of ſaving My- 
riads of intelligent Creatures from the 
Miſeries of everlaſting Deſtruction, and 
bringing them into the Enjoyment of 
eternal Life and Glory. 

It may alſo be argued, in favour of this 
Doctrine, that the peculiar Nature and 


extreme Greatneſs of the Sufferings of 


 Car15T, cannot be rationally accounted 
for, but upon the Suppoſition of his dy- 
ing as a real Atonement for our Sins. 
He was himſelf perfectly innocent, and 
therefore could nor, on his own Ac- 
count, deſerve to ſuffer and die at all; 
nor, indeed, be ſubject to it, without the 
Injuſtice our Opponents complain of—To 
ſuffer as he did without any Cauſe in 

himſelf, 
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himſelf, or any Benefit to others, is irra- 
tional to ſuppoſe; and if for any Bene- 
fit, why not for the greateſt conceivable, 
ſuch as our Idea of an Atonement im- 
| plies? As a Martyr to the Truth and a 
Pattern of Patience, he might have ſuf- 
fered the Pains of Reproach and Con- 
tempt, of Scourging and Crucifixion from 
the Injuſtice of the vileſt of Men as he 
did; but ſurely, his inward Diſtreſſes, 
the Darkneſs that made his Soul exceeding 
 forrowful, even unto Death ; the bitter 
Anguiſh he felt, when being in an Agony 
he ſweat, as it were, great Drops of Blood 
Falling down to the Earth, while he prayed 
that the Cup might paſs from him; and 
When expiring on the Croſs, he cries 
out, my Gop, my Gop, why haſt thou 
forſaken me; — ſurely all this muſt have 
ſome farther Meaning, proceed from 
ſome other Cauſe, and be deſigned to 
anſwer ſome higher End, than mere 
Martyrdom ; or the ſetting us an Ex- 
ample of Patience and Reſignation to the 
Will of Gop. We never hear ſuch Lan- 
guage as this from Prophets and Apoſtles, 
| | ITY * 
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or any of the Martyrs for the Truth. 
Shall David ſay, that though he wall 
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
he will fear no Evil, and ſhall the Sox 
or Gop, expreſs there all the Horrors of 
trembling Amazement ! Shall Apoſtles 
and Martyrs rejoice, and even triumph 
amidſt the moſt exquiſite Torments, and 
| ſhall their pivins MasrER ſo miſerably 
groan under his, and yet the Reaſon and 
End be the ſame, the ſetting an Example 
of Patience, and ſealing the Teſtimony 
of Truth ?——No: The Book of Gop 
makes an important Diſt inction, and ſays 
expreſsly, that Hs 5UFFERED FOR Sixs, “ 
not his own, for he knew no Sin, it muſt 
be then, as we read there, for he Sin of 
the World; the Fuft for the Unjuſt, that 
he might bring us unto Gop bearing our 
Sins, in his Body upon the Tree, for the 
Lokp hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all, 
&c. No Words can be more clear, in- 

RS, | 


* x Pet, iii. 18. 1 Pet. ii, 24. Ifa liii. 5s 6, 
Heb. ix. 13—22. Mat. xxvi. 26—28. Luke xxil, 
19, 20. 1 Cor. Zi. 24—26. | 
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telligible, decifive, than theſe, or more ex- 
preſſive of the Idea of a true and proper 
Atonement, but by no Means agree with 
that of an Example or Teſtimony. And 
- the Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, has taught us to conſider the Blood 
of CarisT, as having the ſame Effect 
reſpecting moral Guilt, as the Blood of 


Bulls and Goats had reſpecting cereme- 
nal, which was that of Atonement, or 
affording a legal Ground of Pardon, and 


Admittance into the divine Preſence 


and therefore, in Reference to both, ſays 


Without ſhedding of Blood there is no Re- 
miſſion. To ſay then, that our Repentance 
and Reformation is all that is neceſſary 


to this End, is flatly to contradict the 


Apoſtle. In a Word, our bleſſed Loxp 
himſelf, has declared the Truth I am 
| pleading for, in the Inſtitution of his 


ſacred Svyyzr; where he teaches us, not 


only to remember his painful Death, but 


alſo and particularly the great important 

End of it,—the Remiſſion of Sin, ſaying, 

This i 22 Blood of the New Teſtament, (or 
| Cove- 
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| Covenant) WHICH 18 SHED—PFOR THE RE- 

MISSION OF SINs, It appears to me awe- 
ful Preſumption to endeavour, by ſpecu- 
lative Refinements, and the Quibbles of 
Hyper-criticiſm, to baffle and ſet aſide 
ſuch Evidence as THIs, 


I am, &c, 


LET: 
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LETTER X. 


De Doctrine of divine Influences, avith Ob- 
Jectione againſt it, and againft Chr: N 


in e conſidered. 


T ET us now, my dear Sir, attend a 

little to the Doctrine of the gra- 
cious Influences of the DbIVIxE Srixfr, 
as concerned in effecting that moral 


Change in us which is neceſſary to our 
eternal Happineſs, and which the ſacred 


Scriptures call a being born again; creat- 


ed in CRhRISrH JEsus; a new Creature; 


Born of the Spirit, &c. 

This Doctrine certainly is not, cannot 
be, the Diſcovery of natural Reaſon, 
but is derived entirely from ſupernatural 


Revelation; and neceffarily implies the 


humiliating Truth of our own Weakneſs 


and 
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and Depravity, or the miſerably impaired 
State of the Springs of moral Action in 
us; and is, therefore, ſtrenuouſly oppoſ- 
ed, by the Pride of fallen Nature. The 
chief Objection is, —“ That it is a Doc- 
© trine utterly inconſiſtent with the 
© moral Freedom of the human Mind, 
& and with the Nature of Virtue.” But 
the Objection is founded on a miſtaken 
Notion of the Nature of the divine In- 
fluence and its Effects upon us, and takes 
for granted, what is not really the Caſe 
and conſequently is of no Force. It ſup- 
_ Poſes that the human Mind is forced, or 
acted upon merely in a mechanical Way; 
whereas the divine Power I am ſpeaking 
of, operates by Way of Illumination, Con- 
viction, Perſuaſion: That is, by repreſent- 
ing the Truths contained in the Bible, 
reſpecting our Relation to Gop; our Con- 
dition as Sinners; and the Mercy of Gop 
in his Son, &c. in ſuch a clear, ſtrong, 
and affecting Light, as engages our par- 
ticular Attention, awakens in us the 
moſt ardent Deſires after univerſal 


| Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs ; and diſpoſes us to prac- 
tiſe it, by imparting new Life to our 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions, and ſupport- 
ing us in them. 

And why is not all this as every Way 
| conblent with Reaſon, the moral Free- 
dom of the Mind, and the Nature of 
Virtue, as our perſwading one another to 
any particular Inſtance of virtuous Con- 
duct, by ſuch Inſtructions and Argu- 
ments as are within our Reach? And 
why ſhould not the Obedience, this 
Way effected, be as truly and properly 
our own, as any Act of inferior Virtue, 
to which we are led by the Reaſonings 
of our pious Friends? The divine Power 

operates here in the fame Manner in ge- 
neral, as the human; and the one as 
agreeably to our rational and moral Na- 
tures as the other. The Determinations 
of the Will, in both Caſes, follow the 
Light of the Underſtanding : We act 
with as much real moral Freedom, in 
following the Illuminations and Perſwa- 
hons of the Hol er, as we do in re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving the Inſtructions, and following 
the Advice of our Friends. The Powers, 
indeed, that ſo enlighten and perſwade, 
are infinitely different, and ſo are the 
Effects produced by them; but their ge- 
neral Nature and Mode of Operation, 
are ſo far the ſame as to be equally con- 
ſonant to the juſt and rational Liberty of 
the Will: There is no more unnatural 
Violence done to it in the former Caſe, 
than in the latter as it it written—zby 
People ſhall be wIL II NG in the Day of thy 
Power ; i. e. be made fo, by juſt Views 
of themſelves, and of their Redeemer, 
under a divine Influence. And, indeed, 
it is not properly the Will itſelf, but its 
Corruptions, that the Grace ol Gop —_ 

ſes, and ſubdues. * hn 
But 


* Some ſuppoſe this moral Change, effected by the 
Willof Man, co-operating with the divine Word, 
and other external Means: But the Bible ſays, ex- 


preſsly, not by the Will of Man but of Go, —That 


we are born of God, of the Spirit, &c. Our Wills 
and all other Powers are but the mere Inſtruments 


operating under the eflieient Cauſe, the Power 
of Gov. 
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But perhaps it will ſtill be objected, 


e That the very Idea of a divine Power 


© jmmediately operating upon the human 


4 Mind, is abſurd and fanatical, and 


<« therefore abſolutely irrational.” But 


why ſo? If we can have Acceſs to one 


another's Hearts, and Influence them at 


the Diſtance of Thouſands of Miles, by 
writing; why ſhould it be thought ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe, that the Almighty and 


Omnipotent Gov, ſhould have acceſs to 
them in a Way peculiar to himſelf, tho“ 
we ſhould not be able to comprehend 


all the Manner of it ? There are many 


Effects produced daily within our Obſer- 
vation, of the Manner of the Operation 


of whoſe Cauſes we are entirely ignorant. 
It is extremely irrational to deny the Ex- 


iſtence of a Cauſe, merely becauſe we 
cannot | underſtand the Mode of its 


_ Operation. 
The ſacred Writings, 8 aſſert 
the Doctrine I am pleading for, in the 


cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Terms. They de- 


clare, that the Spirit of Gop frives with 


Men—that Gop worketh in us, both to will 


and 


> 
— - 5 
— —éH —B————— 
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and to do: that the Spirit of Life in 
Cntisr Ixsus, enlightens, quickens, and f 
frees us from the Law of Sin and Death 
that he dwells in his People, and helps their 
Infirmitics, &c. all which Paſſages evi- 
dently refer, not to the extraofdinafy In- 
ſpiration and miraculous Gifts of the 
Spirit, peculiar to the prophetic and apoſ- 


tolic Ages; but to his ordinary Power 
A and 


„Gen. il. 6. Phil. ii. 12. This latter Text | 
alone is ſufficient to prove the Doctrine of a ſuperna- 
tural Influence, ſometimes immediately exerciſed 


upon the Hearts of Men— The Words are remarkably 


expreſſive (0 Oro ya 171 O £vepywWv ey gn) For 
Go D worketh EFFECTUALLY (or with prevailing 5 


Energy) in you, both to avill and to do, &c. He in- 
fluences the Will, in a Manner agreeable to its Na- 
ture, i, e. by Illumination and Conviction of the 
Truth, and fo leads it to chuſe what is right; and 
alſo enables the other active Powers of the Mind, to 
carry its Volitions into Effect, by removing Obſtrue- 


tions, or helping them to overcome them. The Man- 


ner how, is not within the Reach of our Compre- 
henſion entirely, nor is it neceſſary it ſhould be. It 
is ſufficient to know, that it is poſſible and rational, 


every Way conſiſtent with the moral Nature of Man 
and the moral Government of GoDs 
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and Agency, in the Hearts of all true 
Chriſtians in general for the Apoſtle 
aſſures us, that if we have not the Spirit 
of CarIsT we are none of bis. * 
To ſay there is no ſupernatural In- 
fluence ever exerciſed upon the Mind of 
Man, is to ſet aſide the important Duty 
of Prayer as entirely uſeleſs. For, in 
this Caſe, the Chriſtian might ſay 
« have the Bible in my Hand, and 
© Grace in my Heart; I need no more 
U have nothing to aſk of Gov, nor 
« Gop any Thing to grant me; I can 
% now ſave myſelf without his farther 
« Aſſiſtance.” But where is the Chriſ- 
tian that would dare to ſay this? The 
Scriptures, however, teach him another 
Language, they ſay ray without ccaſ- 
ing ; aſk and it ſhall be given you for Gop 
giveth even his holy Spirit to them that aſk 
it. The Pſalmiſt t had the divine Law in 
| his 


* Rom. viii. 25 95 13 14, 16, 26, 27. 2 Cor. 
i. 17 18. Joho wi, 8, 1 


+ Pſal. cxix. 18. Act. xvi. 14. 1 Cor. iii. 6. 
2 Pet. i. 21. Ezek. Xiil. 2. | 5 


P 
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his Hand, and yet prays, that God vould 


open his Eyes to ſee its Wonders. And 
thus e Lonp's opening Lydia's Heart, is 
diſtinguiſhed from the Apgſilès preaching, 


and her Attention to it. The Means are 
one Thing, the Power that' renders 
them effetual another. Paul may plant, 
and Apollo water, but Gop * tbe 
Enereaſe. 

And as the Bible ſpeaks of this 1 
fluence in Words ſo clear and expreſſive, 
it muſt be wrong to attempt to criticiſe 
away their plain obvious Meaning, in 


Order to guard againſt the fanciful Im- 
pulſes of ſenſeleſs Enthuſiaſm; as none 
of them, ſimply underſtood, give the 


leaſt Countenance to ſuch Abſurdities. 
They are Words of Soberneſs and Truth, 
and every Way conſonant to enlightened 
Reaſon. 

'The Energy of the DzeiTY pervades 
all Nature. It is his omnipotent Hand, 
that rolls the planetary Worlds, through! 
the vaſt Regions of cthereal Space.—lt 
is his vital Power that operates through 
every Part of the Animal and vegetable 

Eing- 
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Kingdoms; why then ſhould the more 
peculiar Influence of his Spirit be denied 


in the moral M. orld, where the Effects of 
his Operations are infinitely more im- 
portant, both to his own Glory, and the 
Happineſs of his Creatures, while thoſe 
Operations appear conſiſtent with the 


Nature of moral Agents and the LU: 1 


tution er are under. | 


4 


But 


* Wis will tell us, that theſe Operations of the 


divine Power, may all ariſe from one general Impulſe | 


or vital Energy, imparted at firſt to the whole Syſtem, 


of moral Cauſes and Effects, and ever afterwards 
acting by fixed Rules, called rhe Laws of Nature, 


without any new intermediate Interpoſition of the firſt 


Cauſe. Thus all the good Effects produced in the 


moral World, by the divine Word, and other Me- 


diums of Influence, are to be aſcribed to that firſt 
vital Energy, operating according to theſe Laws, and 


not to any new Communication of Power, But this 
ſeems too Metaphyſical, and out of the Reach of com- 
mon Capacities; while the Idea of an immediate oc- 
caſional Influence, is full as rational, more eaſily 


comprehended by the Bulk of Mankind ; more con- 


ſonant to the plain, ſimple, common- ſenſe Language 


of the Scriptures, and to the Nature of Prayer, as 
there taught. But which ever Hypotheſis we take, 
Nil the Effect produced i in us mult be aſcribed to the 


divine . 
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But we ſhall find the Infidel ready to ob- 
ject againſt the Chriſtian Religion, © the 
“ Strictnefs of its Morals.” And we 
muſt allow that it oppoſes in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner, the vicious Propenſities of qur 
Nature, and forbids our Indulgence of 
them under the ſevereſt Penalties ; and 
at the ſame. Time enlarges the Sphere of 
our Duty, and multiphes our Obliga- 
tions to Virtue. But we ſhould always 
remember, that the DiQates of corrupted 
Paſſions are not the Dictates of ſound 
Reaſon, nor can the criminal Gratification 
of the former be juſtified by the latter, or 
be ever made to fit eaſy upon our Con- 
ſciences in the Hour of ſerious Reflec- 
tion, however in the Fluſh of ſenſual De- 
light, or the Moments of vicious Intoxi- 
cation, we may flatter ourſelves with that 
Idea. No; wicked Men themſelves, till 
deſperately hardened, feel a Sentence of 
Condemnation within, eſpecially when 
they go out of the common Road of Sin- 
ning; and that pronounced with the 
greater Energy, and deeper Conviction 
of the divine Authority, from their Ac- 
| auaintance 


Let. X. OF RELIGION. | 229 


quaintance with the preſent Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation ; becauſe this Diſpenſation 
throws a much clearer and ſtronger Light 
upon the Reaſons, and Motives of their 
Obedience. 

With the Laws and Rules of more re- 
fined and exalted Virtue, given us in the 
Goſpel, and with their own Conſciences, 
as influenced by them, Men may quarrel, 
therefore, as long as they pleaſe, they 
can never make them unreaſonable, leſſen 
their real Authority, or evade their 
Power. And it ſhould be remembered, 
that while the Goſpel enlarges the Circle 
of our Duty and multiplies our Difficul- 
ties in the Diſcharge of it, it alſo en- 
larges our View of the Glory and Hap- 
pineſs of the Reward ; and promiſes pro- 
portionable Aſſiſtance to our Endeavours; 
theſe Duties therefore muſt be reaſon- 
able, and the Conſequences of neglecting 
them, the juſt Matter of our Dread, while 
any Thing rational exiſts in our Minds, 
Which will be for ever. 


1 am, &c. : 
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42 'T TERA 


Farther Objefions againſt Chriſtianity con- 
idered. 


Dear SIE, 


ROM the Meanneſs of our Savioun's 


Appearance when he dwelt in our 
World, the Ignominy of his Death, the 
Spirituality of his Kingdom, the Diſtance 
of its promiſed Enjoyments, and the Con- 
trariety of the whole to the paſſionate 
Love of this World, which influences 


the Generality of Mankind; we: ſhall 
find another ſet of Objections againſt 


his Religion often urged by its Enemies. 


But alittle ſober Reflection will ſerve 


to ſatisfy a rational Mind, in Theory at 


leaſt, that Man is not made for this 
World only, and that his ſupreme and 
| | Gtisfying 
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ſatisfying Delights muſt have a ſuperior 
Source, and reach beyond the ſcanty Li- 
mits of Time. He feels in himſelf many 
Reaſons to believe, that he lives here in 
a State of Probation, and muſt by and 
by exiſt in another more ſpiritual and 
eternal State, infinitely more happy or 
_ miſerable. Whether he derives this Be- 
lief from the Light of Nature, or from 
Revelation, the Effect is the ſame : And 
the natural Inference is, that it muſt be 
both his Duty and his Intereſt to reſtrain 
his lower Appetites, purſue every tem- 
poral Enjoyment with Moderation, and 
ſeek the Favour of Gop as his higheſt 
Felicity. 

Reaſon will tell us that the Kingdom 
of Gop amongſt Men muſt bear a Re- 
ſemblance of his own pure and exalted 
Mind, and be of a ſpiritual and moral 
Nature ;—That is, moral Worth muſt be 
its Riches and Honours, and moral Plea- 
ſures its ſupreme Enjoyment :—That to 
eſtabliſh ſuch a Kingdom muſt be the 
ruling Deſign of the divine Wiſdom in 
all the Revelations 1 it makes, whether na- 

_ tural 
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tural or ſupernatural, and in all its pro- 
vidential Diſpenſations to Man :—That 
Cuxrs r did not come into our World to 
rival and dethrone Cz/ar, deſtroy the 
Roman Power and Police of Civil Go- 
vernment, and make his ancient People 
the Jews, or the believing Gentiles, the 


Lords of the Nations, and enrich them _ 


with their Spoils: No; he came to exc- 
cute Purpoſes of infinitely greater Im- 
portance——To deftroy the Works of the 
Devil——finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and make an 
End of Sin—bring in an everlaſiing Righte- 
_ ouſneſs; and, in a Word, to deliver ſin- 
ful Men from their Guilt, Pollution and 
Miſery, and redeem them to Gop, by 
; 7 
Accordingly this great Deliverer teaches 
us, both by his Doctrine and Example, 
to look upon his World, as a tranſitory 
Scene, that muſt ſoon be changed for 
another infinitely grand and awfully in- 
tereſting, and that our chief Buſineſs here 
is to fear Gov, and keep his Command- 
ments, and, through an humble penitent 
Faith in CHRIST, /eceb a better Country ever 
an heavenly. 


In 
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In this View of Things the Meanneſs 
of the Redeemer's external Appearance, 
and the Ignominy of his Death throw 
but ſo much the brighter Luſtre upon 
his Character, and ſet the Glory of his 
Benevolence in a Light ſo much the 
more ſtriking and aimable. We ſee him, 
indeed, as one ſtricken of Gop, over- 
looked and deſpiſed by the Great and the 
Mighty of this World, and treated as 
one of the baſeſt of Men but it was 
that he might unfold the eternal Coun- 
ſels of Gov, to the View of his intelli- 
gent Creatures, pour a juſt Contempt 
upon the falſe Glory of this World, and 
direct our Attention to ſomething infi- 
nitely more worthy of our Regard ; 
do the higheſt Honour to the Majeſty 
of the divine Governments, diſplay the 
Riches of its Grace, and reſtore Myriads 
of otherwiſe ruined Men to perfect Ho- 
lineſs and eternal Life! All this, ſurely, 
is ſufficient to wipe away the Reproach 
of the Croſs, in the Judgment of every 
rational Mind. And we have, indeed, 
many ſhining Witneſſes, not only in the 
Records of the New Teſtament, but even 
27 Fro 


eee n > 
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at this Day, of the moralizing Power of 
the Doctrine and Grace of our once cru- 


_ cified Redeemer :—Millions who, before 


they were experimentally acquainted - 
with his Goſpel, were the miſerable Sla- 
ves of Sin, ſerving divers Lufts, are now, 
freed from the wretched Bondage, exult 
in the glorious Liberty of the Children of © 
God; happy in themſelves, an Honour 
to their Profeſſion, and a Bleſſing to 
the World. In ſhort, it is an undeniable 
Fact, that that moral Excellency of Cha- 
racter, which even Heathens themſelves 
have admired, and their Philoſophers 
pretended to aim at, but could never at- 

tain, is carried to the higheſt Degree of 
Perfection it can be in this World, a- 
mongſt ſome who were before the moſt 
ignorant, vicious, and abandoned of 
Mankind, merely by the Power of the 
Goſpel of CHRIST. And all this aſto- 
nithing moralizing Efficacy of this Goſ- 
pel, and its wide Extent among all 
Ranks and Conditions of People, is de- 
rived from the humiliating Sufferings 
and Death of the Son or Gov, and its 
e SBiuita- 
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Suitability to the Conditions and moral 
Feelings of their Minds; this made the A- 
poſtle glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, and ſay, 
that Cur18T crucified was the Wiſdom and 
Pbauer of Go to Salvation. For this very 
Reaſon the Chriſtian Doctrine is received 
by Multitudes who are incapable of en- 
tering into any learned Arguments about 
its Divinity they feel themſelves miſe- 
rable Sinners, and perceive there ſuch a 
Remedy as they want, and receiving it 
by a lively Faith, they find a Witneſs in 
themſelves of its divine Original. This is 
a kind of Evidence that ſuits every Caſe 
and every Capacity. Here they find far 
more powerful Motives for believing 
than all the fine Reaſonings of the moſt 
learned Theologiſt can produce; for, af- 
ter all, it is not a mere Conviction of the 
Truth of the Goſpel that makes real 
Chriſtians, but receiving it under a 
lively penetrating Senſe of our moral De- 
pravity, Guilt, and Danger, as the beſt 
adapted and only effectual Means of our 
Deliverance. 

In this View, Chriſtianity may be ſaid to 


be 
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be founded in Argument; or rather as we 
| ſhould ſay Reaſon. For though it is not 
the Invention of human Reaſon, or Re- 
ſult of philoſophical Diſquiſition, nor 
rendered effectual to Salvation by any of 
theſe Powers; yet it reſults from the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop; is a- 
dapted to the real Condition of hu- 
man Nature; and, therefore, carries in 
the very Face of it the higheſt Reaſon 
in the World for our cordial Reception. 
of it; to ſay nothing of the many other 
rational Evidences by which its Truth 
and Divinity is ſupported, which we have 
in Abundance; and ſuch as will ſtand the 
Teſt of fair and impartial Examination 
from the minuteſt Philoſopher, whoſe 
Pride will ſuffer him to hearken to his 
Common Senſe and moral Feelings. 

And here in this moralizing Efficacy 
of the Goſpel, and its Authority over the 
Conſciences of Men, we ſee much of its 
Superiority to all other religious Syſtems 
that ever appeared in the World :—Ma- 
homet took Care to ſuit his to the de- 
praved Appetites of Mankind in the ge- 

ELDER, neral 
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neral, and to the Senſuality, Cruelty, and 
Superſtition of his Countrymen in par- 
ticular. The Philoſcphers before him 
took the ſame Method, and where they 
did not flatter the groſſer and more vi- 

cious Taſte of their Hearers, they flat- 
tered their Pride and Vanity and intem- 
perate Love of falſe Glory, and owed 
all the little Succeſs they had to this Kind 
of Suitability. CARIsTIANITx ſets itſelf 
in declared Oppoſition to all theſe, and 


every other vicious Propenſity of our 


fallen Nature, and yet, through divine 
Power that attends it, ſubdues and reigns 
victorious over them in innumerable 
Inſtances. . 


I am, & c. 


L E T. XII. 


— — 
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LETTER XII. 
Of Faith, 


TJ" ROM the preceding View of Chril. 


tianity, you will perceive, my dear 


Friend, the Neceſſity and Importance of 
Faith. By Faith, in this Caſe, I mean, 
an aſſured Perſwaſion, arifing from Con- 
vition of the Truth and Excellency of the 
revealed Will of God ; an entire Approba- 
tion of it, and Reliance upon it, ⁊uith a fin- 
cere Endeavour after a full Conformity to its 
Nature and Deſign; or, in four Words, 
Belief; Approbation, or Choice; Truft, and 


Obedience. Theſe Ideas are generally in- 


cluded in the Word Faith, as connected 
with eternal Life in the ſacred Scrip- 
turez even when it mentions only one 
of them more particularly, the other are 

implied as inſeparable Ingredients in it. 
en Simple 


, 
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Simple Belief of the Truth, is Faith in 
the Under/ffanding ; Approbation, or Choice, 
is Faith in the Will and Affection; Truſt 
and Obedience, is Faith in the executive 
Powers of the Mind. Belief is the Con- 
ſequence of Conviction, or the Evidence 
of the Reality of Things not ſcen;“ i. e. 
the Effect of a clear, realizing View of 
revealed Truths, ſuch as were not diſco- 
verable by human Reaſon, or the mere 
Light of Nature. And I call it the Effect 
of Conviction, becauſe it is impoſſible we 
ſhould believe without Conviction, nor 
does Gop himſelf require we ſhould; 
though he will not-excuſe as blameleſs, 
the wilful Neglect of the Means of Con- 

viction, which his Goodneſs affords us; 
and which, in reſpec of that evangelical 
Revelation we enjoy, is clear and abun- 
dant; and to which it-is our indiſpen- 
ſible Duty, as rational Creatures under 
the moral Government of Gov, to attend 
with ſerious Reverence and defire to 
know and embrace the Truth; and, if we 


* Heb, xi, 1. 


do 
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do ſo, the Truth will appear; and if it 
does appear, we muſt (not only ſimply or 
merely believe it, for that is unavoidable, 


and therefore not properly Matter of 


Duty, but muſt) yield our Aſſent to it, 
approve and embrace it, and conform 
to its Dictates; wilfully to act otherwiſe 


would be our Sin. 


The Evidence of divine Truth may be 


more or leſs ſtrong, clear, penetrating, 


but the leaſt Degree of it is ſufficient to 
leave every wilful Rejector of it without 
Excuſe: In the Higheſt it will produce 
that Belief which is connected with Sal- 


vation by the Conſtitution of the Goſpel, 
and is, indeed, the Faith of the Operation 


of God, which will be accompanied 
with a cordial Approbation of and firm 
Reliance upon, the Truths believed; and 
produce a conſcientious Endeavour after 
a practical Conformity of Temper and 
Conduct to the Whole. 


This Faith is perfectly conſiſtent with 
Reaſon, and is, in Fact, only a particular 


* Col. ii. 12. 


Mode 


2 
4 


af 


to embrace Impoſlibilities, or Abſurdities, 
khan Reaſon itſelf ; nor does it forbid us 
the Uſe of our Reaſon in Religion, only 
guards us againſt abuſing it, by exalting 
it above its Author; or ſuffering it to 
pretend, with its ſcanty Line, to fathom 
the Depths of infinite Wiſdom. 
Faith may be conſidered either as a 
| [> or as a Duty: What we receive, 


ſuch as Light, Means of Conviction, Mo- 


tives to Perſwaſion, &c. is Matter of 
Grace, or the Favour of G05 through 


Cumin: All that 18 required of 1 us, or 


to be done by 1, in Conſequence of this 
Grace; ſuch as attending to EVidence, 
ferious Conſideration, yielding to Con- 
viction, approving chuſing; truſting, 
conforming to the Deſign of what we 
believe, is Matter of Duty. 5 


The Neceſſity and r of | 


fuch a Regard to the Goſpel Revelation, 
is, in a Manner, Self-evident ;—For if it 


pleaſe Gop to declare his Wall to us, it 


muſt be our Duty to believe 1 it, that is, 
| 2 i receive 


— 
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Mode of exerciſing it, under a divine In- 
fluence; and therefore no more diſpoſed 
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receive and treat it accordingly; upon pro- 
per Evidence of the Fact; nor is it poſſible 
that we ſhould receive any real Benefit 
from this gracious Revelation Gop has 
given us, without we believe it, the 
Bleſſings propoſed in it being promiſed 
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only to ſuch: And, indeed, Faith is the 


very firſt Step and leading Principle in all 
true Religion. Accordingly the Apoſtle 
tells us, what Reaſon itſelf ; approves, 
That without Faith it is impoſſible: to pleaſe 
| Gop; he that cometh unto God, muſt be- 


 hieve that he is, and that he isa Rewarder 


of them that diligently ſeek him. 
8 The ft and immediate Object of Faith 
is the divine Word; the ultimate Object 


of i it is the great and bleſſed Gov and Fa- 


_ ther of all; but the intermediate Object, 
which more particularly calls for the 


Chriſtian's Attention, and which com- 
priſes both the other as the grand Me- 


dium or Centre where they meet, is the 


Lonp J xs us Cart; the only Mediatorm 
between God and Man. — In him, there- 


Heb. xi. 6. 4 
fore 
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fore it is ſaid, al the Fulneſs of the God- 


| head dwells——He is the Brightneſs of the 


Father's Glory.—The Treaſures of divine 


"Wiſdom, the Authority of the Law, the 
Grace of the Goſpel, are all laid up in 
him, and in him the Promiſes of eternal 


Life are all yea and amen :—In him we 
ſee Gop reconciling the World to himſelf ; 
from his Fulnefs zue receive Grace upon 


1 race: He is the Way, the Truth and 


the Life ; and no Man cometh unto the 


Father but by him. Tn a Word, the Book of 


'Gop is full of him; it is written on Pur- 


poſe to diſplay the Luſtre of his Character, 


and call our Regards to him, as the Son 


OF Gop AND THE SAVIOUR of Mx N. 


And as Faith lies at the Foundation of 
all true Religion, ſo it has the main 


Stroke in forming the Chriſtian Character 


and Hope. It is by Faith we enter into 
the New Covenant and Kingdom of 
Gop, are united to CHRIST, receive 


new Powers of Spiritual Life from him, 
become the Children of Gov, and the Heirs 


of Glory.— By Faith our Hearts are pu- 
rified, Temptations repelled, the World 


> 7 over- 


„ 
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overcome, the Word rendered effectual, 
Communion with Gov maintained, and 
the Joys of Heaven anticipated here upon 
Earth: In a Word, by Faith we are juſ- 
_ tified, and have Peace with God; live by 
it, die in it, and at laſt receive the End of 
_ our Faith, the Salvation of our Souls. But 


that we may not deceive ourſelves, we 
ſhould remember, that this Faith is not 


a mere ſimple, ſpeculative, uninfluenc- 


ing Belief of the Truth of the Goſpel; 


but a vital, operative Principle, hat 
 avorks by Love, in Obedience to it. A 
Faith, by which CHRIST davells in our 


Hearts in the Power of his redeeming 
Grace, reconciling us to Gos, transform 
ing us into his own moral Likeneſs, 
inſpiring us with , ſupreme Love to 


God, delight is his Ways; and with a 


ſincere and ardent Benevolence to all 
Mankind, fixing our Expectations of 
complete Woppineſe in the World to 


come. This is the Faith the Seriptures 


deſcribe, and enlightened Reaſon ap- 
proves, as connected with eternal Life, 
and this only. With a mere ſpeculative. 

Faith 


* 
4 * 


Faith aun: Works the Devils, and 


Thouſands of wicked , oy and 
e | 
And now to candiade the Whole of 
what has been ſaid, —Suppoſe ſome vi- 


cious Libertine ſhould read theſe Hints, 
and conſider a Moment; what could he 
poſſibly urge, even to his own Heart, 
in Vindication of his Principles and Con- 
duct, whilſt, againſt the Pleadings of 
that Heart, he gives up all rational 


Hope of that Eternity of Bliſs promiſed - 


in the Goſpel, for the paltry Gratifi- 
cation of his depraved Paſſions in the 


Enjoyment of Pleaſures, in their own 


Nature baſe, falſe, momentary, ruinous ? 


If the BI BLE ſhould prove true, as it cer- 
tiainly will; or, which is much the ſame 
Thing, if Reaſon and Conſcience, or the 


moral Feelings of the Mind, be indeed 


RearIrTI88, as they mult be if there be 
any Thing real in Nature, he is moſt 


- certainly treaſuring up to himſelf Tri- 
bulation and Anguiſh paſt all mm 
tion great. | 

A conſtant round of Bukineſ or Shana 
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ſure may drown Reflection, and falſe 
Reaſoning may cheriſh. a deluſive Hope 
for the preſent, but not always the 
Time will come when theſe Things will 
loſe all their Power of Conſolation ; and 
the moral Principle, though now lulled 
aſleep will be awakened, and act with a 
molt alarming and irreſiſtible Vigour ;— 
when RELICOGIOx, which may now appear 
to his wanton and unfeeling Mind, a 
Subject of Contempt and Ridicule, will 
riſe up before him in all her awful Dig- 
nity and Importance, and fill him with 
the moſt diſtreſsful Apprehenſions. — 
Reafon and moral Senſe are vital immor- 
tal Principles, the Inſpiration of the Ai. 
1 | MIGHTY yk may be injured, wounded; 
1 pained, but cannot, by any created Be- / 
| Ing whatever, be deſtroyed. Even Death | 
| itſelf, as it now ſtands, under the new 
Diſpenſation, can only alter their Man- 
ner of Exiſtence, and Operation: The 
natural Food and Delight of theſe Powers 
is RELIGION and VIx Tux, and, what is 
ever inſeparable from them, 1h Favour 
or Go: In the Poſſeſſion of this Good 
. RT 
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only we can be happy; every Thing, 


therefore, which we do in Contradiction 


to the facred Authority of theſe Powers, 


is, ſo far as it goes, an Inlet into Mi- 


ſery: We are, indeed, from the diſor- 
dered Frame of our Nature, the evil In- 


fluences of the World, and the Prince of 


Darkneſs, too prone to this Contradic- 


tion; but while the Bible points us out a 
Remedy for thoſe Evils, the Way to ob- 
tain Pardon for the paſt, and Help for 


the future; and while Reaſon and the 


moral Senſe coincide with this divine 
Book, plead the ſame Cauſe of Piety and 


Righteouſneſs, and urge the ſame Mo- 
tives to Obedience While this is the 


Caſe, if, in Contempt of theſe gracious 


Advantages, we yield to Temptation, 


and indulge the ſinful Propenſities of our 
Nature, we muſt be left without Excuſe, 
and ſhut out from every Source of Con- 
ſolation, however many and great the 
Mliſeries we ſuffer in Conſequence — 
The Quibbles of Philoſophy, the Intoxi- 
cation of Vice, the Stupidity of a feared 
Conſcience, will not avail 1 in the leaſt to- 


wards 


2 


, 
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wards avoiding, or alleviating the Puniſh- 
ment which the Hand of the Almighty 
will inflit upon the Workers of Iniquity; | 
in that great and awful Day when he 
ſhall judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 
Religion and Virtue as they ſtand in the 
Chriſtian Revelation, come recommended 
to our Regards with ſuch Evidence of 
their divine Excellency and Worth, 
from every Quarter to which tlie Eye of 
| Reaſon can be directed, that I can fee 
no Alternative, but that we muſt be ei- 
ther Atheifts or Chriflians ; Chriſtians in- 
deed and in Triith, if we would be what, 
even Reaſon itfelf tells us we ought to 
be. Nothing but Pride, the wilful Per- 
verſion of Reaſony the Indulgence of vi- 
_ cious Appetite, the Neglect of fair Trial, 
or the nt diſtinguiſhing between Reli- 
gion as it lies in the Bible, and as it is 
perverted by falſe Learning and Inven- 
tions of Men; nothing but the one or 
the other, or all theſe, can induce Beings 
endued with ſuch Powers and Feelings, 
as Mankind are, to reject, or praQtically 
W a — of Religion ſo a- 
N dapted 
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dapted to their Nature and' Condition, 
and fo conducive to their Happineſs, as 
that of CuRISsT appears to be: A RELI- 
ion, that gives us the moſt grand 
and delightful Ideas of Gop ; breathes, 
in every Part of it, the Spirit of di- 
vine Wiſdom and Love; points us out 
an infallible Remedy for all our moral 
Diſorders ; affords us the moſt effectual 
Support and Conſolation, in every Diſ- 
treſs, and opens to the dying Eyes, of 
every obedient Believer of it, a World of 
_ everlaſting Felicity.—Weak, fooliſh, and 

' worſe than mad muſt the Wretch be, 
who can imagine ſuch a Syſtem of Re- 
ligion a cunningly deviſed Fable, and 
treat it with Contempt, or even cold In- 
difference. From an Infatuation ſo aw- 
ful, may the good Loxp deliver us | 
Finally, my dear Friend, while a Sub- 
ject of ſuch Dignity and Importance as 
the Religion of CHRIST is before us, let us 
be ſerious, humble, thankful; beware 
leſt we deface its native Beauty, by the 
extravagant Whims of Enthuſiaſm and 
| Superſtition « on the one Hand, or by af- 
R tected 
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fected Criticiſm, philoſophical Reveries, 


or cold n on the other — 


* — - Medio tutiflimus- ibis,” 


Let us receive and treat it as it is,—a | 


Religion deſigned to enlighten the Un- 


derſtanding, warm and purify the Heart; 


and, by uniting theſe happy Effects, lead 


us to the conſtant Practice of rational 


Devotion and univerſal Benevolence. Let 
us cultivate a lively Zeal for its eſſential 


Doctrines, but without a bigotted Attach- 
ment to Party Noſtrums; a conſcientious 
Conformity to the Convictions of our own 


Minds, without uncharitably cenſuring 


thoſe who think differently. In a Word, 
let us ſhew the World that we not only 


believe the Truth, but poſſeſs the Spirit 


of the Goſpel, and are indeed Followers of 


them who through Faith and Patience in- 
berit its Promi en. : ng 


Exp of the Finer Vouunt. 
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APP E N DI X. 
The following Lines were accidentally omitted at 
— End of the Note p. 12, and are therefore added 
ere: | 3 | 
Since the above Note was written, I have found 
this curious Book noticed in the Bibliotheque Univer- 
ſelle, for Sept. 1686, Art. IV. The French Title 
fſays “ Traduit en Anglois fur la Verſion Latine 
' d' Edouard Pocock; maitre aux Arts dans le Col- 
44 lege de I'Egliſe de Chriſt a Oxford.” The Authors 
of the Bibliotheque, &c. (who were the Reviewers in 
thoſe Days) ſay, that from Mr. Pocock's Latin Ver- 
fion—** on en fit auſi-tot une Traduction Flamande, 
« qui fut imprimee 3 Amſterdam, chez Jan Ricu- 
* Werts, in 4to, in 1672.“ And that“ Un Rah- 
4 bin la mit en Hebreu.“ They alſo give a pretty 


large Extract from the Book. 
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P age. ont Line. | | 
5 2 for Epecuri, read Epicuri. 
19 Note 7 for aecute, read acute. | : 
30 j from bottom, for Truth, read Faith. 
33 4 for Lucippus, read Leucippus. 
49 3 for Deſpote, read Deſpot. ' 
Th for irreffable read irreſiſtible. 
51 7 from bottom, for impatient read im- 1 
| ; | rtant. | | 55 | 55 | 
60 14 for of Property, read or Property. 
77 laſt for of which, read to which. 
204 5 from bottom, for /aying, read /ay. 
207 8 from bottom, for given it, read given 
; it. i 
. Es” for of his, read 10 his. 
233 9 from bottom, for Governments read 
| Government, FE, 
236 14 for is ſupported, read are ſupported. 


237 3 from bottom, for thro* divine, read 
Lins thr the divine. wk 
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